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for a definite statement of policy. At this m<

of the rival powers upon the Pacifie coast ol

unsettled, were mndeterniinate and conflicti

mistress of Alaska with an unoertamn bound:

The somewhat shadowy clains of Spai to

British Columnbian coast had been assigned

by the convention of 1790. The United St

the progressive movement of its expansion

right of exploration also asserted a claim to

between the territory of Mexico and that c

time the Russian governxent disregarding

other clahnants had declared that its bounda!

ward to the fifty-first parallel (the latitude

of Vancouver Island) and endeavoured to ri

the riglit of entry to its territory. This co

not end until the Oregon treaty of 1846, alti

boundary was established at the parallel 5

concluded with the United States in 182,

outstandig boundary question on the Ps

as a supplement to the larger issue involi

the Spanish Colonies of Central and South

Turning now to the text of Monroe'E

we find it to enunciate two leading princ

policy; the one a desire to prevent, further

zation i America, the other a determini8

Europeafl conquest of the existing iude,
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