
THE PERSON 0F JESUS

aking biblical scholars on the opposite side to that which
my part I arn compelled to take--compelled with some

ictance--Gott helfe mir ich kann nicht anders 1-but wîth a
y firm and increasing faith that the cause of Christianity
1 simplicity can only gain from its general triumph.

Our main object is to, reacli Jesus him<j;elf, as 1 have said.
is however is not easy. Jesus neyer wrote a word, exoept
ýt unrecorded one in the dust. We have no firet hand
orts of him by eye-witnesses. At least if our Gospels
itain sucli, and 1 think they do, they are embedded ini a
sa of quite another character. Our material is scanty
I for our present purpoee, to, make sure about Jesus him-
', often quite dubious-not Vo be aeoepted without careful
ing. This is manifest even Vo the most cursory examina-
,i. Try to do what was once a favourite occupation-
r since the time of Tatian's Diatesseron ; try to con-
jet a Harmony, as it is called, of the four Gospels Few
1 ever attempt that task any more. We are ail born now-
ays, or if not exactly born so we cannot help drawing in
habit, as it were, with the air we breathe-we are, one

y say, born with such a general set and tendency of mind,
,t at the very outset we should be pulled up sharp, and
3ed to feel that in such an attempt we were engagcd in
impossible business : the harmonizing of things which
I no more harmonize than an acid and an alkali.

in the opening chapters of Matthew we have at the very
eghold one account of the birth and infancy of Jesus.
rk and John have noV one word Vo say on the subject.
k. takes it up, but gives us an account of his own differing
icit in every single deVait from Matthew's, and hopelessly
-concilable with his. These two evangelists, though agree-
that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the son of Mary but
the son of Joseph, and the descendant of David though

could only bave been s0 through Joseph in a way that
ild count, flatly contradict each other and other things in
maelves ini every other detail. According Vo Matthew
family of Jesus was oettled in Bethlehem: V hey after-


