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Lltenature in the. Prlmavy Grade.
Many af our prImary teachers know of the. de-

Iights that good whalesame children's literature in-
spires. These toachers have synipathy with child-

-,jbood; they love what the. children lavé, 1 hey know
how to tell-it resd-a good wholeuonie story.
Thés@. atarleo,,If properly sel.ctd and weli toid, are
a stepping-.tone ta the lae cf good literature-and
what mare preclaus possesulon con sny child take
away f ran se"a thmn that,

There are matny thlngs thit j0 tô make up l
gaod àiory. QL should b. chlldllke, and suitedl ta thie
understanding of children.. It uhouki b. simple,
straightforward,ý pure. It should b. full of fancy.
To maJce a. child love.,good reading, give 'him, -sote-
tbing that appeals to hus love of the beautiful. In-
trôduce him to thoughts that are worthy of be'ng
remembered. He is an' active little béing, hence the
stpry must have strong healthy action.

'Mrs. Nora Archibald Smith tells-us that "we must

beware of giving a one-sided development by con-
fiigourselves too much to one branchf of. litera-
-tue; e mstinclude in our repertory sôme well

seleFted nuyths, fairy storiçsý which 'are pure and
spiritual intone, and a fable now and, then. Nature
stories, hero tales, animal anecdotes, occasional
anecdotes about good, wholesome children,' neither
prigs nor infant villains, plenty of fine-poetry, and
for the 'older ones lçgendi, 'allegories, an~d historic,
happenings."

Dr. G. Stanley Hall says: "Many boys enter col-
lege who have neyer read a book through except
cheap novels. On the other hand, no one comniencfs
a bôokish. child. Buteworse than either is the child
whose brain is saturated with low oz cheap reading,
and is altogether illiterate for' aIl in print that makes
the ability to read desirable. In the selectjon of
school reading the children's votes should be çare-
'fully taken though not always as final. 0f one hun-
dred and tWenty-four Boston school-boys of thirteen
years old, who were asked what bookc flrst fascinated
them, "Robinson Crusoe," "Motheà Goose," Jack
the Giant Killer," were mentioned in that order of

>preference by thé great nuajority, and miglit -more
readily b. aliowed young children thian most 'others
named. "Cinderella," "Jack and the Beanstalk,"
"Tom Thumb,." "Gulliver," "Aesop " "Red Riding
Hood," "Arabian Nights," -whicb came nect, are
unexceptionable, and should be told every child

Iwho has not heard them before coming to school."

SMiss Sarah Louise; Arnold, writes: "Learn what
thi. chiidren 11ke and -begîn witli these 11k... The
field of lterature is well suited to the. children. The
best of litera ' uie la that which was written for the.
children of the,. world. It siiould noi be fargQtten
that If we would teacli the child to 11k. that wich
Io good li reading w. muet etfbgoh the. liking in
eariy y.ars, It io neot enaugh that w. shouid tell
hlm lni liter days that certain bocks are gaod mnd
bld hlm to read theni. When, he i. grown up ho
will chocs. that which lie lkes, and ou'r work là to
lad hlm ta 11k. oid things. W. cannot, then,
begîn too early. The very cradie songe ehould b.
wlsely chosen. The n'ursery tales shauld he those
which have fed the chilciren -of niany an age and
clime."

In the next number we 8hall begin a series of ar-
ticles in the literature suitedý t~o the different grades
of the primary schools.

Dr. Cliffoord contributes to the Baptist -Timnes a
Iletter on -the settiement of the educatioi 'contro-
versy in England. He -says:

"We are encouraged to hope~ that 'the people of
England will obtain these three 'things: (i) popular
control of State educa>tlon; (2) the abolition of
theological and ecclesiastical tests in the State teach-
ing Profession; (3) the exclusion of sectarianism
of 1every -type from the curriculum of the achools.'
"Let us," he adds, "municipalize educatiqn on the
broadest and most democratic lines. Abolish secresy
of management; bring the administration to the
light of day. Let the people flot only rule them-
selves through th eii freely and directly elected re-ý
presentatives, but also let them know all their repre-
sentatives do, and how they do it"'-Educationa1
Times.

An "Old Subscriber," on taking leave of the RE-
VIEW, SayS:

"Your journal keeps improving. Every number
is filled with useful hinits. I wish to thank all.the
contributors for the 'help and pleasure received
from the different subjects explained and discussed.
I consider the REVIEW of infinite 'value to' the prac-
tical teacher. A Happy and -Probperous New
Year'to you al

A good reading lesson always furnishes something
worth talkixig about. The teacher must remember,
bowever, that it is the pupil w-ho needs the practice
in talking. The teacher should keep as still as pos-
sible. A great taîker is seldn a odtace.Ie

the pupil do his full share of the taMkng.-Selocted.


