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their language. in theni, to again borrow f rom Hlazlitt,

we fiud -ail the prodigality Of youth, the confidence inspir-

ed by success, an enthusiasm bordering on extravagance,

richness running riot , beauty dissolviflg lu its Own sweet-

ness." Ail subjects are touclied upon by themn. Tbougb,

perhaps, inferior to Jonson iu comedy, certainly to Marlowe

and Webster ini tragedy, tbey on the whole inake the nearest

approach to, Shakespeare.

Trhen cornes "nobletflinded" John Webster, Of wbose

1Mfe littie is known. Trhe cast of bis gen lus is gloonly and

weird. 0f bis extant dramnas, Vîttoria Csrambofla or The

Wk'ite Devil, and the Duchess cf Ma/fl are the best. Webster,

to borrow the words of an English writer, deliglits "to

suggest horrible imaginlngS, to adorn bis sentiments with

sonie image of tender and awful beauty." No better ilV~s-

tration can be giveil of the clark and xuorbid lient, the

gloomy power of Webster's genluS that ixi the words of

Charles Lamb, speakiflg of the 17hwhess of Ma/fl iwbo,"Y ble

says, "bas lived among horrors tilt she bas becorne native

and endowed into that elemeut. 511e speaks the dialect of

desp air; lier tongue bas a suatch of Trartarus and the souls

of Hteil. Tro inove a horror skilfutlly to touch a sont to the

quick, to lay upoxi fear as mnucb as it can beur, to wear and

weary a life tilt it is ready to drop, and tben to step lin with

mortal instrumfents to take its tait forfeits, this only a

Webster can do."
I aegivnaskth brief and imperfect, a skeletou

tbougb it bie, of this epocb, but, ere passîiz to tbe xiext, I

wîsh, for a moment, to draw attention to a peculiarity of

the Eýnglish drainatists -Of this age. Lt is tbis. Trhe

dramatists of the Elizabethafi period are the ouly writers of

englaud, or of alay other country, who habîtually represent

the various forus of menital disease. There is somethiug

awful about distempers of the mind wbich possessed

wonderftil attractions for their tragic muse. Not only do


