
THE
New Readers Begin Here
Î, and living rnuch ia the dreams she fashioned
e old romances she read, Hope Fielding lived
rld unreal, but real to ber.

Lther's lonely ranch in Alberta came tbree
ing of the railroad wh ich was coming tbrough;
Conroy Edgerton, who had a daughter about
snt ber a box of chocolates. When the rai-
ie, Mr. Fielding, who was a path mnaker, and
maker, moved back fartber north.
ambitious and needed money to pay ber wa>'
Normal School. She went to the city and
ouseniaid in a hotel wbere Evan Hardy-one
1-was boarding. Here Conroy Edgerton
le recognized him instantly. He was inter-
,y met a few tinies.
rsoa-boarder-had been pursuing Hope for

finding ber alone, made himself so objection-
knocked hlm dowa witb the butt end of a

hen she left the hotel.
ht school and found life flat and unprofitable;
ýnds with Mary Dark and Mrs. Patton, aid
Kirby who happened to be Edgerton's
4e took ber rnotoring until Edgerton care-
n took ber. He wanted to send ber to college,
d not decide without time to think it over.

CHAPTER VIIL
'E was dressing for the Tennis dance. She
iad been out haîf the night before, and had
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"But," added Mary, nieanly, "it's really the chauffeur
Hope is firting witb,' again rnaking a haîf truth serve. It
served. Mrs Patten almost tur-ned pale.

" Oh, tbat's impossible," shegapd
"Or the automobile," said Mlary, rearnily. "Getting

down to essentials, Hope is rather direct, you know."
"It was Ned who mentioned it to mne," said Mrs. Patten,

distinctly distressed. "1e wouldn't believe it, o! course."
" She must have saubbed Ned," said Mary profouadly,

forgetting ber audiencez Mrs. Patten winced. They sat
awhile in silence. Mary was thinkcing of the friendsbip
between Hoe and Edgerton.

It had ail been under ber eyes; she bad watched it with
a certain piy, but no desire to interfere. She knew the-
uselessness of atternpting to delect from aay course sucb a
secretive, yet straigbtforward nature as Hope's. Some-
wbere the girl would id an outlet. She would go through,
under, or over an obstacle, softly and silently and as though
unaware of opposition. There was nothing meanly obstin-
ate about her, but in certain ways there was no approach
to ber, either. She would do no ban, probably; but
certainly, having been born, not under a star that danced,
but under a little, falat, wondering cornet, sh. w.ould
neyer fal in tune with the world to the extent of establish-
ing a flxed orbit. One rmust take or leave ber. Whicb of
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monster wiâ thAlen Ktrbygravely atthe wvheel and Edger-

ton tangighmef pl enngles ords' rrying toexplai oropethings about them otb which neitherunderstoo.1n elity, thayog lady was curled up
cross-lge on the deep-red cayrpeed floor of Edgerton's

roosbesdean open suit case, neatly folding an assoit-
ment of cheerful neckties and carrying on a desultory
conversation with the owner of them.

" Did any one see you omng" had been his first appehensive uestion, as he cWoedthe ýdoor sharply behind her.
" No' Y guess not," she replied, carelessly. "#Do you

mmind?pp
"I?" he said, and stared at her. But he was aware of

the extraordinary recklessness of womén. IlI don't think
I should have let you corne here."

"But it's cold out," she argued. "And I can't have
:ny one where 1 live. Besides, I wanted to see. Your=oom lokelike you." It did, being large and substantially
comfortable, but without originality. There were no

-ok; h commented on that, roarning about and tossing
asidnenewspaper or so disdainfuily. She tried the big
leather chairs, ani presently insisted on helping him pack.
He was going on the rnidnight train, to be absent a
montb or more.

I Twas characteristic of hlm to have these expensive
roons across the hall from bis offices, in the one really
lnage and modern office building in town. He had

furns ed tbem himeelf; the 8rnall, ratber shabby hotel
annoyed him, and the expense was a matter of in-.
difference to him. But he did think be should

not have let ber corne.
H1e bad not.- known
where to see ber; had
asked her to appoint a
place. Allen told him
the car was out of
order. She had sug-
gested bis office; mere
hos pit alIity had

prompted this alterna-
tive. He felt rather
strange when she as-
sented imrnediately; he
didn't know what h.
felt, until she entered,
and then he had ex-
pressed everything in
that apprehensive
question. He thought
of lis on u vhte


