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drudgery, but wotild encourage constant

effort at a mastery of the sublect, and as a

consequence be more gratifying to the

teacher. An occasioflal move in this direc-

tion bas been productive of the happiest re-

suts-is it not worth trying further ?

TuEPLACE OF WYIAN IN SocITv.

H -E fact that tbe wumneu of tbe present day are aspir-

T ing to a higber education than it has been utmr

to allow tbemn bas caused considerable comment, and re-

ceutly a fear bas been expressed that the resuit of this

Progressive movement will be to drive tbe men from thuse

professions wbicb tbey bave bitberto regarded as tbeir ex-

clusive rigbt.

Tbougb it is clear that tbere are nu grounds for sucb

an apprebension, and tbough it seemns ridictilous even to

entertain the idea of tbe possibility of sucb a result, yet,

since there appeared in a recent issue of our JOURNAL an

article on the subject wbicb put tbe course of woman ini

rather an unfavourable ligbt, it is perbapg advisable tbat

something sbould be said on tbe other side of tbe ques-

tion. The question is argued upon a very farrow, tbough

Practical basis. It is propef, nu doubt, for economists to

reduce everytbing to a -bread and butter" basis, still we

must recognise tbat to mnake a livingis not tbe bighest end

Of man, but ouly une of the meaus, leading to a bigber aud

grander resuit. We sball, bowever, regard tbe question

irst in this ligbt, but we must in tbe beginning rectify a

mistake wbich the writer seems to bave made concerflifg

Womnan's work. The other side of tbe question bas beeti

fully cousidered. Man in ail grades of society, fromn tbe

Miner to tbe minister, bas beeu placed before us, and bis

bardsbips and cares commented upon. Womnaf bas been

represented. as a veritable "'jersey Lily," a creature of fair

face and fragile form. weak bauds and tender feet. Tbis

is not a true picture of the buxomn matron of the farmn

whose bands are bardefled by tbe performance of ber-

mnultifariotis bousebold duties and, wbo if need be, caf

handle the pitcbfork and the shovel almost as weîî as the

farmer bimself, aud mucb better than most of the youflg

titan wbo sit if academic sbades. If women may not be

found in coal pits and engine roomns, tbey are found in

factories and sewing establishments wbere, shut out fromI

Pure air and sunligbt, tbey lead a life far more taxing to

the fervous system, and exhaustive of the energies than a

fman leads wbo is occupied in the open air, and in maf y

rases the paltry pittauce whicb tbese pour operatives re-

eeive is by nu means proportionate tO tbe expenditure of

energy.

The world, looked at from a business standpoint, is une

of demnand and supply. In the lower grades of labor

Physical strengtb and manual skill are demnafded, and

those Who possess these qualities in, a higb degree bave

the advantage of the weaker and less skilful, The recomn
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pense wvhjch men employed in these .lower walks of life

receive, is generally proportioflate to the wvaste of the

vital forces.

If woman were more capable tban man of performing

those tasks whjch reluire such extraordinary strength of

muscle the world wo~uld recognize her superior ability,

and she would, nu doubt, gladly avail herself of the op-

portunity of obtaining more pay than she now receives

for the time she speuds iu lighter tasks. That she does

not attempt to oust man from his position seems to prove

conclusively that she is not able. In the case of the

bigher positions which have been accorded to man, not in

compensation for the more arduous tas<s wbich he per-

forms, but because tbe general impression was that his

superior mental powers fltted him better to supply the de-

mand, if it can be shown t'hat the world has been mis-

taken in its estimate, and tbat women are more fitted for

these positions, it is time her true worth and ability were

recognised. If she can give pruof that her slender formn'

is wortby of the lawyer's gowfl; if in spite of ber -shrill

voice" she gives evidence of being more familiar with tbe

precepts Of Blackstune than the generality of the stronger

sex; if her .comnpassionate bands" can administer the

healing potion with more efficacy, and handle the surgica]

knife with more skill than the male disciples of Hippo-

crates evince, if we forget the frai]ty of ber fists, and look

merely to ber earnestfless and eloquence as an expounder

of the Trutb; if in ail these instances wvoman is superior

to man ber ability must assert itself, and sbe will oust

the usurper from those positions for wbicb nature bas

fitted ber. Tbat she bas not done su seems tu show that

she bas not tbe necessary ability. That nature bas fitted

w .oman, generally speakilg, for a différent spbere. is an

undoubted fact. Tbe must intellectual women, wben com-

pared witb tbe Most intellectual men, are very much in-

ferior, but at the same timne very mucb superir tu thous-

ands of the conmun berd of mankind. Woman pussesses

the samne mental faculties as man, and it is jast as im-

portant that sbe should be left as free as man to employ

ber powers in tbe way best adapted tu ber abilities.

There are scores of imcompetent men in tbe professions:

tbere is no law to prevent them from enterlng, but the

world wbicb does nut tolerate incapacity soon sets their

value upon them, and tbey are forced to rank below their

abler brothers. If a womafl is a bad lawyer, an unskilful

pbysiciafl. or a pour preacber, she will soon flnd ber level.

If she is inferior to the best men, but superior tu tbe less

talented, the world receives the benefit of ber talents, and

nu body bas a right to compiain if sbe sees fit to devote

ber life to a profession. No bard and fast liues sbould be

drawn to prevent any wumlan wbo is capable aud desirous

of enteritlg a profession fromn doiug ,as she desires. A

very slight knowledge of the facts of the case would show

tbat sucb is not the desire of Wumail as a class, and neyer

xvill be. At une of tbe London Universities there

are nine bundred young men and three bundred

young womnef attenditig, the aim of the ladies al-


