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RECENT MISC'ELL4NY.

A PAMPHLEi, recently submitted to us by the author, the Hon. Pierre J. O.
Chauveau, deals with the history of the famouq Latin bymn, Dies Iroe,*
and deserves the careful perusal and appreciation of ail intelligent readers.
The honourable gentleman's reputation, wbich is already that of a scbolar
and prosateur of merit, will be further enbanced by the research and
acumen displayed in this pamphlet. M. Chauveau bas also written somne
cbarming verse, and must b9 regarded as one of the rnost popular authors
the Lower Province lias produced. The brocAre in question contains an
account of the best translations known of the well-worn hymn, including
those by Crashaw, Dryden, Lard Roscommon, and Walter Scott among the
Englisb, and an important French one from the pen of Père Clair, pub-
lished at Paris with very interesting notes and commenta, and very hand-
soinely bound and printed. M. Chauveau is of the opinion, in which most
people will agroce with him, that those translations are best which in any
language follow the original text most closely, and in this respect~ it cer-
tainly appears that the Etiglish tangue has the best of it. The best
English translations boweveu seeru each to possess a few supremwly bad
rhyines whicb go far te injure the artistie effect, sncb as th- openiug
verse as it stands in Il Fymas Ancieint and Modern" where rnourîling,
warning, and biernirtg constitute the first rhyme. M. Chauveau, who is a
inember of the Royal Saciety of Canada, has placed bis most interesting
little work at Messrs. Daws~on Brothers, St. James Street, Monitreal, for
sale, where it can be had for twenty-flve cents.

ONs of the rnost useful text-books that bas ever corne unider onu notice
is that rocently issued by the Clarendon Press, Oxford, entitled "lAn Intro-
duction to Greek Scnlpture."t The author, L. E. Ulpcott, M.A., is rate
scliolar of Corpus Christi, Oxford,-prsent assistant master of Mari borouigh
Collegie-wlîo eigbt years ago set on foot a sinail collection of casts and
photograpbs from the antique adapted to the use of a Sceel. The prescrit
little volume lias grown ont of tbe collection, having been originally coin-
piled as a somewlbat elaborate guide-book to tbe examples thus gathered
together. Mr. Upcott acknowledges bis great indebtedness to tbe larger
works of sncb painstaking and detait-loving Germans as Brunn, Overbeck,
and Miiller, axîd to many otber foreign and Englisb writers on tbe snbject
of ancient sculpture. We are, however, also in our turnjiustiy indebted to
liim for having concentrated and focnssed so mach important iniformation in
so small aspace. Tbe book contains positively no illustrations, for wbich tbe
student will be sincerely grateful, as it is very seldoin in sucb cases that tbe
illustrations give anything but crude perversions and distortions of the truth.
Tbe Epoch of Pheidias, tbe Dilferent Attic Monuments of the Fifth Cen-
tu ry, Contemporary Peloponnesian Sculpture, and the Age of Alexande~r f ur-
niisb divisions for the chapters, wbicb are oniy nine in number, but wbich
deal f nlly and concisely with tbe varions subjects treated of. Lîsts of art
pliotographers, galleries of casts, and of the chief monuments illustrating tbe
history of Greek sculpture testify to the author's genius for classification,
without which no sncb attempt at compiling a tboroughly useful art1
guide-book could be at aIl successful.

IN a charming littie book bearing tbe titie of the Il Pleasures of Life,"
and which is noi by somm new aspirant to tbe Lanreateship, a modern
Rogers or Campbell, but by ou old fniend Sir John Lubbock of scientific
fame, we bave some higbly elevating moral reflections upon life and con-
dnct in general which originally weme addressed to various institutes and
colleges tliuougbone Great Britatrn. Thd subjects are nlot particularty new,
we have beard somethingy before about the "lChoice of Books " and tbe

Deliuhts of Travel," thé' "Plea8ures of Home " and tbe Il Bkissiîig of
Friendd." Stili beeanse many of u~s posse8s these things we are apt to
underrate them, since tbey are always witb us. According to Walter Pater,
"lSimple gifts and others quite trivial, bread and wine, fruit and milk,
miglit regain that poetic and as it were moral significance wbich snrely
belonga to, aIl the means of ou daily life, cou Id we but break through tbe
veil of our faniiliariry with things by no mneans vulgar in themselves.' As
a moral essayi8c Sir John Lubbock is sure to be succes.4fui, because, being a
great scientist, lié is sure to be iii eartieet in eivcrytbing lie does and says,
whether tbe habits of the anti in bis front garden or the spiritual condition
of a college of wouking muen bd the matter hie is considerimng. Earnestness
amounting to gravity, whicb is yet compatible witb a perfect sense of
humour and appréciation of purely mundane affaire is perbaps the dis-
tingnxshing trait of ou modern scientists, and Sir John is no exception to
the ruIe. The little essays are literally cboked with quotations from
every imaginabîs source, so that it is rather curions triat; tbe chapter on the
"1Happineas of Dnty " contains no reference ta Wordswortb's strong and
noble "lOde to Dnty," one of bis tine.4t poems, wlîicb is singnlarly neglected
by compilera of books for yontb and children, but which bould rank higli
as a piece to be committed te, memnory and ever after to be ensbrined in
the heart. Lt is pleasant to sec that Sir John eminently desires as a foun-
dation for genuine liteuary taste, a knowledge of the noble literatures of
Greece and Rome, aîîd evon a smattering of tbe E estermi writers of Persia
and ancient India, witliuut whiclî, as bie wisely dcclares, ou modern super-
structure must be useless and unstable indeed.

WHEREAS, ten or fitLeen years ago, the reviewer may have felt himef
compelled to sligbtly indicate in deprHcatory terms the anomalons position
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occupied by Mr. Herbert Spencer, hîgh priest of Evoîntion, before pro-
ceeding to dissect bis books, at tbe present day tbe ab5sirbing interest
centmcd in se strong and original a mind bas subý-î;dod inte that polacid
respect anil parbaps cold-blooded admiration tintt iný,vitably foltow the
torrents of abuse and the pie tas of panecyrie thînt ae,,oSDu.ny the risc of a
gûreat naine. To-day, in short, the reviewer bas litnor nothingc to say
about Mu. Herbent Spencer. fie has won bis way te worll1-wide rfcogni-
tion as a synmpatbetic philosopher of the higbest rank, and as a thinker of
guceat deptb and unquestioned originaiey. StilI, it is possible to glean
fromn the collected writings of any savant or thinker soi-e special volume
or essay, or iudeed single paragraphe, which indicate bis genîns at its bigli
water mark, and whicb will always be brought fomward as specimens of Iiis
best style and bis moqt precious inspiration. There cani be neo question
that in theý case of Mvr. Hlerert Spetii-r tlîis is perfectly possible and
legîtimate. Huxley, Darwin, Tyndall, Balfour, sud Clitfoud, thougb mainly
înterested in the samne set of phenomena as Mu. Spencer, are more f re-
qiuently rcad for their presentation of arguments bearing upon the purely
biological. Witb Mr. Spencer, while we follow Jin tbiroubout siînilar
arguments and observe tiicir direct and indirect bearingS always wvith keen
and nnflagging inter est, we yet feel conseonis Élint beyond these phienoîniena,
their description, explanation, and modification, and beyond even our
acceptance or nejection of tbem a,,. doctrine, there is that great fact of
huinan interest. Psychology, Ethies, and Souiology are Mu. Spencer's
specîal-we were-abont to add exclusivc-prperty, aud it i this interest
in humauity which bas Igained for lîia a repution se wide spread, g"enuine,
and steadily increasiug. Fascinating as that marvellous book, the Il Origin
of Species," was, and as tbe problems of moupholgy and bielogy are, as
set forth by Mm. Spencer himeif, no portion of the vast inass of~ evolution-
ary literatuire wbicb bas beemi slowiy but surely accuiulating with pertinent
sîgynifcance dnring the last ewenty years is se valuable, s e -'ntcutaining,
and se absolutcly novel ns that relating te the stiidy of sociological belierd.
"The Factors of Organie Evolution,"§ repuimeed with additions from that

treasure-house of modern thought, the LViîtet(,'3nIt Cewturv, is the latest
addition to Spenceriana, and consists of two essaye origimially publisbed in
April and May, 1886. Theie essays, thougli not doealing witb sociolog-ical
sub .ecos, anti therefore not f ulfillimîg the highest conditions under which Mr.
Spencer writcs, are nlevertbeless replete, witb the greatest interest. The
fact that individual évolution is acconplisbed by success4ive in feldings and
in-growings is insisted upon, and the principle of natural selection is shown
to be subject to difforentiation in clusters of unies, and to operate only
througb taking advantage of triose structural changes which the given
medium and its contents initiated. A phrase of Professer Huxley's, in
connexion with the theory of organic evolution, and referred te. in the
course of the argument, lingers in the mind long after the arguments triera-
selves have faded :-Tbat "lScience commits suicide wben it adopts a creed"
weue the womds uttcred by Professor Huxcley, iii an address which lie
delivered before unveiling the statue of Mr. Darwin in the museumf at
South Kensington.

IlCOLUMBUS ; or, A Hero of the New World," Il an historicai play, bY
D. S. Preston, and a recent production of the Knickerbocker Pucess, is,
despite saine drawbacks, an excellent attempt at drain ttio composition Iu
five acts, the good old regulation number, and with tiîirty-eigbe principals,
it will be gathimned tîmat the authon is fairly ambitionei, amui bas endeavoured
at îeast to produce somnething whicb shiai stand beside Shkser.As a
Iiterary work the play fias ccrtainly very ;trong peints;, and the asscvera-
tiens of Hon. James Russell LowcIl andi Elwiin B ,eth, wlich aroe printed
in an appendix, are really quite untiecs-i4eny te asîst thc realer to formf
some idea of the scope cf tbj draina, its stom-v and ita aiim. Tbe initrodudc-
tion of the miraculous elemnnt i8 a mistakoc, antIi wluile there are mny fine
descriptive passagyes throujghout thi \vork, sudo soimei attempt nt charac,
torisation, the general fTfeet ie heavy, and the author n'ukes a great
mistake in tbîuiking timat it woulil b.ý eflectivo Gmi tie st.age. Indeed, it
were better for the sal,- cf the book tChat the appmndix be, eliminated, as it
is onîy toos easy to read betwemn the' in-s of soin,, l,,tters fi-on, varionis
actors, anthors, and maniagers te whurn tIi, plamy lia," betîd oefi-p, and whoe
well-moant cuiticismes Mul. Pme>itoiîpismi iîg'ï oi' aitb. Besi-le,
the grand transformation scene bringimug ' ,tir tho rearu of the fifeli net, dis-
playing in foufold gronpiiig the, allegoricat iinpïersoulaeions cf the States
composing the Ameuican Union, le bardly iii keepinc wiLub the, ritory
menit of the lines, and us only f-qualled by a Inter poit.ecript cf pntuiotism
and blazonry, ont of wbicli are .euppoee.d te emeuge, witb sudden vividneso,
the glorions images of Columbus, Wasluington, and Lincoln.

ALDEN'S IlManifold Cyclopedia of Knowledge and Language 'g wiiî be
found to be an excellent publication of its kind. Sligbt and sketchY the
articles must be from the size of the volumes, but accmte onie and
carefully-prepaned they stili appear te be. The work is ilnstrated, i'
beautifully bound and printod, and undýirtakes to present a survey of the
enture cincle of knowîedge, wbetbem of words or thimugï, thui combining the
chanacteristics both of a cycloperhia and a dictienaiiry. In the speiflen
numbp submitted, A to Amo-ricae thure i8, hy thec way, no separate notice Of
Acadia, or Acadie, the word being Simply statod te be the origýinal and
poetic naine of Nova Scotia. For information we are therefore reftirued te
the article Nova Scotia, wbicb seemes at lenet a pity.
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