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XVE have read this book with very mixed feelings. For whilst we can-

flot help b&c'ng( struck by the varied knowledge and wide reading that the

lecturer brings to his subject, by the bold and vigorous language.with

whichi at times ho clothes bis ideas-yet at the sanie tîîne we are disappointed

-so mucb seemns to have been taken away front us, and so littie given to us

in return.

In a work of such a character, perfect satisfaction throughout is not to

be expected :the field is nîuch too vast for aIl the parts to be adequately

treated. But we dIo not think that as înuch has been done as even within

the limtits of eighit lectures miiglît have been. Thirougbhout the book, often

filling consecutive pages, is a vast miass of vcry interesting mnatter that, how-

ever, does flot appear to lie altogether necessary, and that inighit well have

been sacriticed in the interests of the subojeet more iiîîîmediately under dis-

cussIin. Sonie of the miovexuients axîd the persons who shared iii them are

treated at great lexngth, whilst others do flot receive the attention that they

deserve. we instance the cases of Grotius and Hengstenberg. At tintes

too the grouping of names-in the last chapter Gesenius, Hitzig, Dclitzschi,

Hlutlier-linay possibly create very erroneous impressions.

The Bible mnust be considered as the record of a progressive Revelation.

IIX KUiçI<a 7roXvrp6 7r-mç, fragmientarily and inultifariously, ini many por-

tions and ini many ways, Revelation was given. This is strongly insisted upon.

The law is laid down that the Bible shali be approacbied upon the saine prin.

ciple Of reason and learning as any other book. Men, the Archideacon says,

miust emiancipate theniselves fromn Ilthat pretence of reverence for the errors

of men who were flot more illuminated titan are moîn of to-day, who in know-

ledge were hundreds of years behind tlienii." For the dogtua of Il Verbal

Inspiration " lie bas no synipatby, lie combats it continually. Lt is Il at

variance witb the wbole form and fashion of the Bible, and is dlestructive

of ail that is boliest in mnan, and higbiest in religion." II The 7rpworov I/Eu8oç

of the whole unprotitable developmient was Biblical Supernaturalismn, an

irreverent identification of 1inspiration ' witb ' verbal (lictation.' W ho-

ever was the first to make the ternis, ' the- Bible ' and the Word of

God' synonyinous rendered to the cause of trutb and religion an immense

disservice."

Hlumait knowvledge and experience are to lie brouglît to the study of

the Bible. Revelation is to be viewed in the liglit of the knowledge of the
present. The past lias not been altogether improductive. From each age
"some element of elucidation, somte fragment of kniowledge, some flash of

lighit " lias lîeen inberited. But so înuch evil also has arisen from false
exegesis, that l'le who would study Scripture in its integrityaîid purity iiust
approacb the- sacred page witb a inind wasbed dlean from human opinions."
Thus the lecturer puts tbe- inatter. Speaking of the tendency to read into
Scripturo our o'vn notions, to interpret piassages without paying the sligbt-

est heed to the tintes and the circumistances to wbich tbey rightfully

belong, lit says, and wc shall quote bis words in extenso : ITilI we cease to

palter and juggle with the words of Scripture in a double seîîse-till we
cease to assume that the Trinity is revealed in the beginning of Genesis,
and tliat Canticles furnish a proof of the duty of Mariolatry ; tili We ab)an-
don our 'atoiniistic' method of dealing with Scripture and the treatment of

its sentences as though they were magic formulS; tilI we repent of the
fetish-worslxip which mnade sonie of the Jewish theologians Bay that ail the

law was of equal importance, from ' God is one God ' to ' Tiînna was

tlîe concubine of Eliphaz'; till We give up the late and humanly-invented
theories wlîich, with a blasphemy only pardonable because it is unconscious,
treated the voices of humnan anger and bumian imperfection as the articulate

Voice of God ; tili wo admit that the Bible cannot and may not be deait

witb by methods of which-it gives no indication, and of which we see the
absurdity when they are applied to every other form of literature, whether

sacred or profane,-we may produce improved forais of Rabbinism, or

Scholasticism, at our pleasure and at our peril ; but we shahl never clearly

understand what is, and wbat is not, the purport of the Revelation con-

tained in Scripture."

The eigbt lectures deal witb tho varions stages through which exegesis

or Scriptural interpretation bas passed. Mankind stands in need of a

revelation. God reveals Huiself, successively displaying different aspects

Of His character. The Law is given ta, the [sraelites, it is transmitted

orally. Its freshness wears off, circumstances change, explanations become

necessary, the literai sense seemns no longer ta, be applicable, hence the

need of exegesis. The Rabbis undertake this work of explanation. The

gradually increasing intercourse of the Jews with other nations gives an

impulse ta, the work, but along two widely divergent linos. The orthodox

party-from whom eventually proceed the Targums, the Talmud,-believing
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that the one tliiimg ueedfui is to preserve the law froin axîy inipurities
through the infiltration of (Gentile kîiowledge, liedge it arounld witb. innu-

nierable glosses, addîng point to point tili the original inianing is well-

nighI lost. 'l'ie heteroclox school, of wlin Philo niay lie taken as a repre-

sentative, develops the older systeni along the linos of Grock thougbt.

Side by side these two scliools exist.
'hristiaxiity introduces a new factor. The claixtîs of l)otl Old and New

Tîestaxîxexts have to be conisiîloroî ; thieir miutual rlatioiishîips, thoir differ-

ejices, tlieir contrasts. Varions schîools of Christian exogetes arise the

traditional, the isitorical, the allegorical ; but they eilèct littie, working

upon a îvrong principle. ho lark Ages succeed, whein even the origin-

ality that iarked earlier t inns is lackixig. Vague and superstitions notions

regardiug inspiration beoieo gexioral ;but inen tire (of this, axîd tbe

reaction culiîiatos in the lieforination. he 'hurch is to lie judged by

the gospel, not th(e gospel expbîilied by glosses of the tjhîurcb. Erasius,
Luthier, C'alvin, are foreinost axnongst the working spirits cf the tintxe. Bot

a spirit is raised whicb canîlut easily lie laid. D)isordanît ohîints aplîcar

on every side, disputes are iiînunierablv, aIl suini drifting iuîto ant age of

dogxiia-franingii, iel ief-inveuitixg e xtgosis su tIers. A belief in verbal

inspiration is forced upon ail fromnteosiy for Soripture nust lic brouglît

forward to prove this., that, and the other nliiigview.

Dokiinati.sxc and Scîxolasticisin seellnei again about to usurp? sway,

fettering thoughit. But S4pener, l)escartos, Koch, and others, appear as

apostles of the differexit noveîients thxat texided gradually to inould

tbought, and, by exîcouraging wider loarning, gave a fros imus o Biblical

studios.
The î'ightb lecture i ilevoted to mïodern exegosis, but the suhject is

inucb too vast to ho at aIl adequately treatod :we canniiot bore attempt to

unravel the mnaze. H1.

CONyCEjRNING 1<1 SS [NG.

No onie ilI require to lic told what a kiss is, axid yet everyone will admuit

that there is soutxe trutx iii thxe reinark of the Axîxoricanl uuiourist that

the only way to dofine a kiss is to takie ouxe. \Vo haxve inany liflerexit

kixîds of kisiios in tbis counîtry, but we are not so fat- advanced in the

oscuiatory practices as our frioxcîs iii Europe. ] t is ixot a breacb of Con-

tinental etiquette for two minebrs of the maule sex to enibrace and deinon-

strate their affection for each otîxer by a liearty kiss. A Frencliman likes

to maintaixi bis reputation of bon en/h ut, an(l to jii is granted a privi.

lege, whichi, fortunately, boere, genitlemien (I0 not en.joy, for on New Year's

inorning lie kisses every young lady cf bis acquaixîtaxice whin lie îxay

meet or cati upon. Altîxoulgl possibly we xnighit envy Frenicb ladies in

tlîis particular, we xxîust admit that we get a fair shxare of labial coinpli-

moents duriîîg our lifetimie. XVo are woll uxigîx overwhelmied with atllec-

tionate notherly kisses lonîg before we can approciate or return the

comiplinient ;and then wvo have, aniongst xnaxiy others, tîxe kiss of friendly

greeting, the kiss under the xnistletoe, the kiss iii thîe ring, thîe automatic

kips of the actor, the kiss blowiî front tîxe tips of the fingers, axîd the

formai kiss of fashion, whicb is subservient to tic laws of etiquette.

These salutations, wlien botween royal persoixages, vary in inmber,

according to tlîe age and ranik of the persion kissed, and it is a serxous

matter if one kisa too few or one too mnaxy bo given. Tho stolon kiss

wlîicb tbe inauxorata,
\Vitlî an ea-4y cruelty denies,
Yet %viAie-4 you woiulîl 4natch not ask the bliss,

is supposed to possess certain qualitios poculiarly its owu. IIow divinely

sxxeet and rapturous i8 tliat otier kiss, thie
E vaiesceuit toucli (bat tIi nu

Tho ardent lover'H trcxnbling frauîîe;
A dew which lin the hieart distils,

Anîd kindies iuto fiaine,

in reference to whlîi Dr. XValcott writes-

Wilei we îlwvell on tlie lips oîf tîxese we adore,

Nia a lileasiire in nature i8 iisming;
MIay luiti l lie iii lîaven -lie deser¶es it, l'ni sure,

Who xva. the invexîtor cf ki8sing.

The lover's kiss is of ten a lingering one. Byron speaks of the

Long, long kiss-the kiss of ynuth and love,

and Tennyson says :
Witlî one long kiss, iny whole soul thro'
My lips, as sunlight drinketh dew.

In "1Locksley Hall " appears the line-

Our spirits rushed together at the touching of the lips,

a sentiment which had pro viously been expressed by Shelley, who speaks
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