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secondc-hancl spectacles, a powxxer te, learlî and decipher wvhatcver is rigbt
and good.'' Tliose are brave w ords, and 1 congi-atulate the students
Of Victoria Univcersity on the liberalisnx and freslhness of their
president. If they go out inito the world to iasli the dead horses of
orthodoxy the futLJt is nut with Dr. Nelles.

-At last we have tbe correct te-,t of IIr. Gladstoiie's letter to the
Austriail amiba sdor, and] it, is quite evidcîît that a great deal cf thé
Britisbl Conserx-atix-e aîîgry talk about thc humiliation which has been
brougbt upon the Empire tbrough tbe abject apology of its new
Premier w as (luite uncallecl for. The letter is divided into two main
parts,. To spcak of the seconîd first, it sei.ý ta nie that M\r. Gladstone
acter] a paît wliich only lie couid act. It ik- undeniable tliat his bitter
denuinciatioîî of \npjtia a bascd uipoti informationi xxhich w as far
front correct. 'Fhat xxas lot cxactly owing, to Mr. Gladstoîie's hastiness,
but partiy ta the faàci tliat Austria had mnade a show of dloing what she
flnally decidcd ixot to do with regard ta, the settlemnt of the Balkan
question. Aiid x hen tue En"tiperor cf Anistria, i ii as\ve- to M\r. Glad-
Stone, Cieciared tlîroiîgl bus amibassador tit lie iîteîided to respect
the Treaty cf Becrlini, cf course Mr î. Gladstone lîad ta express lus regret
at having nîisunderstood aiîd iuiisitnterprietedl tiie attitude cf Auistria.
Pcrhaýp..s on tîxe xx'hle tue occurrence xvas fortuiatc, for the Enîlperor-
bavirîg leariît flic iii( cf Englaiid aiid slîaped lus policy accorcliigly,
futurîe comnplicationis xxiii bc iess likeiy.

But to îîîy iîîiid tue first part of tlic letter is far mîore serions.- It
colitaitis a distinct initimlation that Miniisters are ixot ta, bc eld respol-
sible for xvlat they înay have said wvhenii i Oppositioni, or clUring
election tiiiie. That is to say, politicians ont cf office are siiply critics
and fauit fiuideî-s ; they, niay denouice a policy wvhen out of power
and adopt it xvheîî iii power ; they may promise xvben iii opposition
what tliy shail iot bc cxpected ta fulfil xvhen in office. This is
iiothîng less tîxan a dcctrîine of iiinmiorality. If accepteci, ail faith iii
the xvord of the Opposition xvill bc destroyed, and a1 chîange of gavern-
nient w'iil alxvays bce a lcap ini the dark,.'' Oîîe cari but bc socrry te,
hear sucb an expr-ession frotn the earîîest, conscientious Gladstone, for
Beaconsfield bas said îîotlîiîg hiaîf sa rcvolutionary and destructive of
maraIs. Let uis hope aîîd look for an explanatioii.

Bradlaugh lias yielded ignioniniously and (lecideri ta takc the
oath. Tlîe l>anliatrncntary Coniinitte, appointed ta coîisideî- the
questionî as ta xlcer lie sbould have an exceptionî made iii his
favour aîd îîot ho requiircd ta, take the tîsual scîciixîn oatlî, decidcd
that no exception could ho nmade. This gave Bradlaugli a (louble
Oppartunity, fîîst, ta, test the popularity of athicismi iii the borough
of Northamiptonî, aîîd second, to, assert bis oxvn honesty of princi-
pie. But lie dcclinied the first, aîîd xvas îîot clual ta the second.
Ilad lie resigiieci aîîd appealed again to the eleetors on the purcly
religions, or aiîti-rcligiotis questioni, the probability is tlîat lic xvould
have bccîî voted out of politicai life. Tiere is not a constitueiîcy
in ail Great Britain where a marn could ho retuî-ncd ta 1'arlianient on
tlîc atheistic ticket, andi liradlani knîcx it se, weil tbat a fexv basoi
fricnds hiadno difficuîity iii pcrsniadiiîg hiii ta caîîipiy with tue mile
and go thr-otugh w'hat lie is pieascd ta cali " the solcîîîni iîocket-y.'' But
xvhat of thlî ni who lias conîîîitted this Il solenîn lnockery ? '' Wlîat
sort of iiiaiiîhrodl is it that cari brnîg itself ta eîîact sncb ant ontrago
Here is a mîî, Wvho dloes liot helieve iîî God at aIl ; bas îîo idea of God
that apI)roxiiiiates ta the popular con~epitioni aind expressioni, aind
therefore dcs îîot feel Linder aîîy mîoral obligation ta keep the w'ortl lie
may uttci-, and yet hoe swears by the God of Eîigland and the Bible ta,
fulfil certain duties ini the State. It is indecd a Ilsoleniin miocýei-y,"
and anc xvhich a1 mar,11iho res,-pects bis ovn nîanhload xvould neyer
commit. It is not necessary that Bradlaughi shauld ho iii 1arlianient,
but it is irrperative tîxat those whao represenit the people should have a
sounîc of hoîîour andi norality. Evidcntly Bradlaugh is wanîtig iii
this first requisite ta manly life and condtict. îlc lias opeîîly and
IIinkigY violated a prinîary laxv of society, xvbich is ta the cifect tixat
a mani shall not swear by wlîat hoe lias lia belief in. Atlîeismi, bronîght
inta practical life Onîce more, bias again broken downî, aîîd again it is
demonstrated that society cannot ho helci togethier by this demoraliz-
iîîg iiegatioîî.

A pamphlet on '"The Nccd of Protection " lias beeni publislîed by
Alex. MeýIEweîî, London, En'iglandc, in wvhich the Frec Tradc statenients
and argumecnts put out by Mr. Mongredien, and highly culogiseci by
Mr. Johnt Bright, arc boldly attacked. The writer tries to makec it
plain that Protection will have to ho resortcd to, again, and that soon,
in Great Britain. If bis figures arc to bc trusted, and therc is no
apparent reason to, doubt then, England is becoing rapidly imi-
poverislied. I)uring the prosperous years of 187 1, '7'2, '73 and '74,
British exports exceeded the imports by £28,ooo,ooo0; but during the
following four years, that is 85 7,'77 and '78, teinot x

eecled the exports by the enormous figuire of /231,000,000. The
imiports of food to Great I3ritain il' 1870 were /9o7,000,000 ; in 179
£/27,0,000oo. These are astounding figures, and should mnake British
eeonomiîsts consider again the financial condition of the country. It is
quite easy to declare that thc principles of Froc Tradc are "'as truc as
the axioms of mathemnatical science" as the Timlcs did the other day,
but adversity often knocks the bottomi out of the most exact sciences.

Mr. cEc'sideas as to wýhat England mniglît do iii this ifiatter
are so tersely put that I give thenii in bis own words :

"'J have taken tic bold step) of puitting f'orwaî d viexvs su iitterly opposed
to gencral opinion in this country, miainly in the hope that it xviii be shown to
bc a matter, like every other in xvhicb the weifare of our country is concerrned,
xvorthy of earnest discussion- 1 (ontcnd that free trade is i)y no ineans a
poiicy settled ncussarily for al] tinic by a i)arliamciitary miajority Ini 18,6, but
openi likec any other policy to modification if the circumistances of the nation,
hrotight about by the cbanges of time and he hostile action of other nations,
sbould make it desirahie tbat it shouild bc modified.

IBut I xviii takce a sdill boldcr step, and venture to suggest a policy which
wouild remedy, at lcast to sontie extent, the ex'iis xve now clearly sec threatening
US.

'Regarding the muin of our agricuilture as our main ditficity,-I would place
an import duty upou all grain ; on xvbeat and barley, of i os. a quarter; oncr
flour, 3s. per cwt.; on Indian corn, oats, beans, 5s. per quarter. On every
article of food grown or groivable in this country 1 wouid puit a proportionate
import duty.

"0 f the revenue obtained frorn theso duties onle-haîf xvould l)robably came
out of tbe foreigners' poeket and onc hlf from our consumners at home ; but,
assuiming the worst case, that the forcigner xvould contribute nothing, our con-
suiners the xvhole, 1 would compensate the latter by taking off the dultiels on1
other necessaries of life consumcd by tnce same classes who would be mainly
taxcd by the food import duties. J would apply the revenue,- probably
20,000,000/., to the removal of duty upon malt and ail restrictions uipon free
trade in beer at home, and take thc duty entirely off tea and coffee. This
would give back about 14,000,000. 1 xvould also take the incarne tax off aIl
incomes Linder 5o01. a year î-ealised incomes, and Linder i ,ooo/. a ycar on
industrial incomes.

"Any furtber surplus revenue xvould bcecntircly devoted to relieve hIe
classes on whom the food import duty would faîl mast hecavily, and the rcsult
xvould hc practically that the cost oif living xvould flot he enchanced to any
îîcrson in the country, oven on the assumption that the foreign groiver xvould
not contribuitc any part of the duties imposed.

"As thcre xvould ho a tcndcncy under siîch a protection of aur home food
manufacture ta inecase rentaIs and ta give the landlord thc major part of the
bentefit, 1 xvould counitcract this by a modification, Sa miich ta bc dcsired an- aIl
grauinds, of the laws of landiord and tenant, aîîd by a provision special tax-
ation upon rentaI, so as to lot the benefit ta tic land be largeiy sharcd hy the
State.

Illi order to stiiintilatc home etîltivation I wotild give greater facilities ta
farmers for boans for the purposes of high cultivation, machinery, artificial
mnanuring, etc., and apply at least a million a ycar of the surplus revenues ta
preminirs for high rates of praduce per acre, proîîortionatcly ta the previonis
yield of the lands.

"'A ' 1 Iinister and departmcnt of Agriculture and 1. Fooci Silply ivould be
one of the most important in the Conîstitution of the State.

"As regards aur other manufactures, 1 xvould simply enact for the present,
that on) aIl goods froni any fareign cauntries the saine duty ho placed as the
country froin wbich it cames places upon the same gaods fram us.

Illi case of expart bounties bcing given by any forcign gavcrniment no
gcods Miicb xve ourselves manufacture, I xvouid add the amnount of these
bounties ta thî duty impo3ed on the goods.

IRaxv materials of manufacture, catton, wool, sîlk, hempnj, etc., 1 %vould
]eave frec of duty of course, but ail manuifactures of thiese xvould ho stihject to
considerable duties.

IFrom these duties I would look for but little revenue. cxccpt PcrhaPs
from silk manufactures, froin which enougli miiglt 1)0 obtaincd ta enable uis tu
remove tbc incame tax."

Failing the above sleeme M\r. McEwcn advocatcs bringing ail the
Colonies ilita an Imperial customs-union, xvith fair protective tarîffs
against the rest of the world. By this hoe expeets Britain would secni-e
real free trade amangst 300,000,000, of B3ritish subjects, xvhich would
niake a prosperous and independcnt Emtpire. l>erhaps Mr. McE'enl
xviii have an interview witb Sir Alexander Gaît, anti they cati agree

uponi subjects for dreams. EDTR
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