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YOU to institLIte an inquiry in order to decide whecther thiere inay bc a political
rernedy.' Mubs secîns to nie a p)crfectly rcquest, and %verc it granted it would
probably prove a deatli biosv to deniagogues wvho trade upon the angry feelings
aroused by a nion possi1imi. It is flot many, years since sve vere lin a feî vour
of adiniration at the 1-I imgaîilans demnanding HIornte Rule, and w hcn tiîey
obtained it we werc effusive ini our congratulations. ]-i) ci l5uW wu oIccaslonally

Point out how ýwise was the policy wvhich lias triade Austro-I-i ngary a strong
and f'ormiidable Empire l)y perlitiflg die Hungarians t0 settie tîscir owns local
a1ffairs as tliey bcst picased. Ncithier centralisation nor decentralîsation 's a
Prmnciplc, b)ut ratliet a mnalter of cxpcdicy. Whcrec die sovcreign, as %vitli us.
reigils 1)0t does 1501 iulie, ()ne Parliainent in w hieli niaîîers of Imîscerial inte est
are decided is iicccsai Y, but 1 I annot for tie life of nie sec wliy wc shioîid îlot
Seriously inLjuire as t0 lio% far ttce Irishi îsay bic lefiL 10 sctie l)urliy Jrisli
nisatters."

A new inovemient is on foot on the part of the Coiî 'alhoiic
Church. For a long tinte past itlihas beeni contcnt to liold its ow îî, so far
as its owni w ori svas concerneci, simiply not rejecting tise fewx coniverts
that occasiconally dropped in from the High Church party in England.
The Church has been radier opposed to free discussion of philosophy
and science. But Leo MILI is a schoiar and-on the whole and for a
Pope-a iiberal-miinded mari. Axvhiie ago he put out an encyclical
letter which contained a great deal. of goocl advice, and some good
and sorne iîsciitferent arguments about the interest the Church has
aiways takeii in the promotion of popular education. Rememibering
tilat lettr, it is not a littho significant 10 find the Romtant Cathoiic
Ciergy, nu alîsso -.t every centre, preaching on the relations which ought
to exist belwoeni philosophy and Catholicisns. Pére Dèdeon is attract-
'11g immense crowds iii Paris, w hore hoe is advocating a compromise
and harmiony bet\cni lise opposing systomns of Posîtivist Rationalism
and Christian doctrine. 'l'ise Pére is ant cloquent mari and liberai-
nsinded, and possibly wvill (1o something to convinco the oducated
French thal îeligion is isot iii reality divorced front human reason.

The I3elgiaîî înissioîîarios 110w visitîîîg Muistreai are inovi ,ng in
the sanie directions. I Javing preachied for several days 10 woi5Of,
doing thecir bost ho, frighlen themi inb a wholesome dread of death and
the Judgnient, unless tlsey miccl each with the blessing of the Church
upon thons, tlhcy have turned to the mocn and to the intellectutai side
of religioni. T,1o serîssoîs iiox boing proaclhed in Notre Dame Church
are dovotoci b discussions, of the harmony between philosophy and
religion. This is good - and 1 1101) tise preachers wiil have crowded
and attentive audiences, so that xvo may hear ail that can be said from
the intolîclual slatidpoint of tise Church. But this idea of kecping
the womoîs away front iearing sueh discourses and iiiviting oniy
the rinn i Proof tisaI the Roman Cathoiic Church is bchilid the age
in its estifliate of w ensculture.

TIse Eari of Beilconsfield is as cautious ir, his old age as ho xvas
reckless in years gone by. There cani bo no doubt that ho suggested
the giving'of Herat to Persia. lIt ias a timid move, just tc make a
show of doing sornething, but stopped in answer 10 puîblic opinion
as 'oOrs as it xvas made knoxvn how imbecile and licentious is the rule
of the Shah, and how satisfiecl Russia would be to, sec Herat in the
Possession of a power whior she eati a1hvays oasily control.

Genieral. Roberts lias found il necessary 10 abate a littho of his
rash zeal in Afghanistan and try to brîng tbc Afghans 10 ternis of
Prýace by more pacifie measures. A letter to Mahommed jan lias
rsotsfied bhe malcontent leaders that the Governinent is reacly to accept
as ruler or Cabul aîsy Sirdar, with a certain few exceptions, which the
assemibled reprcseîstativcs of the n~ation îîsay clîoose. Geîîcral Roberts
rnust have changed his ideas somexvhat since tise days when lie xvent
shooîing and lsatiirsg wvith necither care nor mnercy. lProbab1y instruc-
tionis fron-s "chone " have taken a different tofe, for tise Governiment
hias foi-nd tbat the glory gol of gunpowdcr is of a doubtful kind.
The Earl of Beacoîîsfild is casting about stili for a new policy witb
which to, go tb tise poils. " Peace w'itîs ionour " served for a lime, but
il was duly dizcvere(lte, be on]y a hollow phrase ; now that ho bas
changed his tactics lie xviii surely find a ne\v sentence bo express il.
"Peace with prosperity " Would be very suggestive.

Sur Stafford Norîbeote proposes to take vigorous m-easures wîth
tise Irish Obstruclionists. l)nring tise lasI Session lhey playe 3 their

peculiar gaine issost suecessfully ;they îsîanaged lu bring lksrliansenlary
business bo a slancistili and liii cx the iflose mbit a sl.sle of discredil-
able confusion. 'l'o issool any furîher attemipts of lise saute kind Sir
Stafford lias mnoved a rcsolution bu tIse cifeel tIsaI whenever any
momnber ks namied by the Speaker, or chairmnan of consîniitîc, as
disregarding thec aulborily of tIse chair or ahusing lie idnes of tise

iIlotise by persisb,,eiy obstrucling busins-s, tise Speaker shahl put tise
question, withoul amiesd tient, debate or adjourîiisent, that suds
moîsîber ho suispcsded duriîig tise remnaînder of blisa day's sittiîig ; alnd
tisat if aîsy mnsber bo thrice sîîspeîsdcd iii unei Session tise tisird
suspension ho for une xweel, allerci w hici a motion înay 1)0 mîade for a
contiîsuance of tise su'isîioîl, but tise siîspeîsded iisetiur wviil have
the rigib to bc licard.

Thsis is strolsg grouîîd whiicis Sir Staffordi taking, aîsd if lie cati
carry il througb tie flouse obstructions of bise kind pracliscd lasI
Session xviii be iimposdbie. But is tise Chsanscellor of tise Exciiequer
considering bue best inlterests of bis party iis bius rcsortilsg tcu oxtreie
and effectuai niseasures for putting dlowvn tie Obstructioîsists ? Tisey
want sontie good reasoîs for dissoî iîsg tise Ilouse ansd îssakîîg ais
appeai to the country : bahtt a spieîsdid cihance for iettiîsg the Irish
force the ciectious !Tise country miiîst b.- goverrseci-tisat is 10 say,
Pariiament nmust ho ailowed to gel tsrorîgi xvith ils buîsiness ;anîd if
the Irish niake il imnpossible, wisat casier tisais ais appeal 10 the country
with the charge agailist tise Liberais tisat they have sided xvith the
Biggar and Parnell party, and a lenald for a rcnewai of popular
confidence and powver ho squeicb the Impracticables ? Tise affairs of
Zrîluland, Afghanistan and other quarlors whence coîsîpiaints have
come couid bo coîsveîierstiy passed by for the discuîssion of the
greaber question of how bo rrîlc the Irish tisembers in the House of
Conmoîis.

l'he Nihilists arc working ils Russia with a courage atsd persever-
ance w'ortlsy of a better cause. l'erhaps the eagerness xxlth xvhich tlsey
prosecule their plans for the assassination of the E mperor does more
than anything else to defeat liseir purpose. E very attempt lias been
cluinsily made, and the Czar lives iîs spite of ah. Wiii ho constinue
t0 hedge himseif rounsd xvith good fortune as a defeisce ? It is hardiy
likeiy. Persistent effort mnust break, a gap tisrotîgh sooner or later.
Eacls lime tise Ensperor lias cscal)ed it xvas by tise instervenstions of
sonse itîcky but unexpccted iîscident. 'l'ie titne tssay w'cli ho at hand
when lucky incidensts xviii fail ;and ien, xviat ,vili tise înfatuated
Nihilists hsave accoîssplished ? Tise Czar dead, isis sos xviii rcign iii

his stead. Hlave tise people of Russia aîsy reasoîs for imagissing that
ho xviii instiltute a îsore liberai formi of goverunselît ? No one believes
lIaI Russia is isot capable of great refornss in uts political and civil
institutions, but the students and professors and otiser educated classes
wbo senso deteriisiîsed to briîîg about revoitîtiosi iîsstead of reform
shouid look ahead a littie and forecast tise. probable resuils of tiseir
deadiy work. The msurder of ans Emspeîor or hwo caîsîot do snuch
toward heipiîsg the cause of libceralisîin. Private assassination las
nover been friendîy t0 public reforîin. Despotisns cati oniy be effectu-
aily put dowîî by popular groxvti in intelligensce and induslry.
Nihilism is at besl but oîse form of tyranny arrayed against aisother.

Il canîsot eveis be deîssoîstrated that Nilsilisîts ký tise pruduct of a
despobic goverîsnsent. Commuîsism, Sociai,îsu, &c., arc but different
names for the sanie thing, aîsd bhsey abouîsd iii France, is Germany
and in the United States, as wcIi as iîs Russia. Tisey are différent
nanses for the samo spirit of discoîstelt xxlicb prevails ansong ail the
loxx'er aîsd xvorking-classes of Euîrope aîsd Aîîscrica. Tlsey are dissatis-
fied with tbemselves, xvith tiseir consdition, w'ili their governments-no

malter whal may be the nature of tlsetn-tsey are possessed wiîh a
reslless and unreasoniîsg desire for tise powver andc property tbey wouid

dleny to, oblers. TIe way out of tise difficulty is not plain, We can
only do our lest bo illprove our institustionis atn- xvait for fürther
developments of the plan of Providence. EDITOR.


