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obtained. bilîdren and infants sooneat sleep,
and those the mest quickly who, find their
rest at regùlar intervals, and about wfîoin
soft influences are brouglît; and just se tire
aick and tIre well yul sleep, vho best obi>'
those conditions for repose.-C B. Miles,
M.)>., ina Honte.Khrouledge.

Trial by Newspaper.
TriE moral effect cf the conviction cf the

New York Aldermen is weakened 1»' the
promirence cf an evil alîneat as darîgerous
to our institutions as bribery itself. TIre
efforts of their accomplices te excite a re-
action cf public opinion in their faveur are
encouraged b>' tbe resentment feit by many
thoughtful meii at the conduct cf çhe press
durimg these trials. Tite safeguards cf in-
nocence, wiiich are the distinguisfiing fea-
turc cf Anglo-Saxon jurisprudence, ara in
need cf defence, if our people desire their
preservation. Eise trial by jury wili, in
cases tIret attract, public attention, be
vIhly supersedcd by trial by newspaper.

The facts that briber>' is a crime of alI
others tIre most dangerous te tIre bod>'
polîtic, and that fcw trained te weigh the
value cf testimnony doubt thre guilt cf the
Aldermen who have been cenvicted, do not
justify the attendent circumatances. Thiose
*ho feel the most horror at thre cause of
tIre publiecelantour should be the moat,
anxious te secure fair play for -the accuscd.
Martyrs, as weli as criminels, have been
executed after conviction at the bar cf
publie opinion, and tIre hanging of Mrs.
Surratt is a proof that here in this century,
as in France during her great revoîntion,
in England af ter the tale of the Popish
Plot, and in Salemi, during the ministry of
Cotton Mather, tire roar cf the populace
înay demand the blood cf the innocent.
Tf at la peace mein sbould prepare for wvar
is a proverb better observed in Europe titan
upon tIs continent. The example of
Marshall, when Burr vas on bis trial,
should teach this people, at leaut, that the
Constitution deserves the nrost respect
vîen its observance blocks the satisfaction
cf thre people's demland for vengeance.

That control ever the press wbicb our
courts inlîerited from Engfand vas tee,
severe, and vas, tiierefore, long since abro-
gated. It is hig b time te consider wfiether
a part cf thtis should not Ire restered. TIre
extent cf tire power and thre justification
for its existence are veil stated by coie of
England's greateat chancellera, Lord liard-
vicke: -«There aie three different sorts cf
contempt. One kind cf contempt is scan-
dalizing the Court itself. TIrere me>' bo
likewise a centempt cf this Court in abus-

ing persons vIre, are concerned in causes
hare. Tf rre may be alsc a contempt cf
tis Court ln prejudicing mankinfi against
persons before tIre cause is heard. TIre
canirot le anything of greater censequence
than te keep the streains cf justice clear
and pure, tiiet parties may proceed vitf
safety te theinseives and their cîraracters."
For tfiis resson two eniightened advocates
cf libérty cf thre pres, Lord Erakine and

Chancellor Kent, inflicted punisbnîent upon
those wbe sought, by words in a newspaper
or pamphlet, to influence the decision of a
pending cause. With the sentiment ex-
pressed by Hardwicke ail muet agree, how-
ever they may differ as to the Ineaýs which
should be employed to purify the streams
of justice. The exercise, nov and here, of
the full power cf the Englisb judges would
flot be tolerated a month. There, a judge
imprisolied a litigant for advertising for a
witness to a fact at issue iii a pending
cause. Exercise of arbitrary power under
niucb stronger provocation bas freluently
caused outbursts cf public indignation in
this country. Without tbe State cf New
York, ai rost every imîpeachment cf a judge
lias arîsen froint fis alleged infringement cf
the liberty cf tire press. Twice in Pennsyl-
vania hua a majority cf tIre judges cf a
single court been tried at tbe bar cf bier
Senate for sucb an exercise of the power
tc punish contempts. Fromi this rcsulted
the enactmient there cf tIre iirst statute
limiting the authority cf judges ini this
direction. The failure of the Senate of the
United States to find Judge Peck guilty cf
an impeachable offence in severely punish-
ing a member cf the Missouri bar fcr a
temperate criticisin cf ene cf bis decisicns
vas the cause cf the enactment cf the law,
proposed by Buchanan, afterwards Presi-
dent, then Manager for the House cf
Representatives, whiocb prevents tbe Fed-
eral judiciary frorin again thus cffending
witb inhpunity. New York probably bor-
rowed her law froin Pennsylvania. A
court in tbis State can punish an editor for
the "lpublication cf a false or grossly imac-
curate report of its proceedings." Attempts
te influence the action cf judge or jury
upon a case on trial, and criticisin cf thein
alter they have rendered a decision, are in
the eyes cf our present law equally in-
nocent.

It would be unwise, were it tact impos-
sible, to restore to our judges thre full power
exercised by the Engliah Chancellera. The
fate cf the party whicb, despite its giorious
history, vas destroyed through the indigna-
tion engendered by the sedition law, illus-
trates the- abhorrence cf tbe American
people at tbe inflictien cf special penalties
upon scandaW.ým mqn"um. The conmnon
sense cf the common people is not at fault.
The history cf the past, if flot cf thre pre-
sent, shows that it is weil for thre bench, as
weil as the legisiature, te be subject te
criticism. Though the dignity cf our most
eminent judges inay suifer in the eyes cf
thre vulgar, througb the scurrility heaped
upon them when their opinions, the resuits
of years of study and experience, do net
win tbe o.pproval of some gentleman vIrose
researches in jurisprudence were confined
te his observation while reporting divorce
trials and proceedirîgs in police courts, and
thougb that dignity may sink lower in the
estimation cf .men educated te expect a
higher standard cf judie ial decoruin, when,
te escape attack or te curry favour with thre

prsjde eciete reporters for pub-
itan, tIre impressions made upon them

by tIre incidents cf trials at vhich tIre>
preside; tbe histories cf George Jeffreys,
Samuel Chase, and George G. Barnard are
enough te prove tIre insolence of judicial
power, net tempered by nmoraI rectitude,
when unbridled b>' respect fer public
opinion. One cf the lest attempts cf the
ring te perpetuate its miarule in Newv York
oit>' vas the introduction cf a bill at
Albany to>allow judges te punisit, as a con-
tempt of court, criticism of their judicial
conduct. Had the bill been introduced a
few years carlier, it might,.peirballs, bave
passed, and tIras prevente tbe splendid aid
given by the newspapers te their allies at
the bar, when the gevernment vas saved
frein that baud cf thieves.

Tite aid cf nevspapers in ferreting eut
orimnals and in compelling presecutiens
have been aise indispensable to tire public
Weall. In many receut cases lias tIre perpe-
trater cf a crime escaped tIre researches cf
tire official detectives, only te be discovered
by the ingenuity and energy of a reporter.
And te the persistency cf tbe New York
World is due tbat legislative investigation

wliicb obtained the lirst evidence for thre
conviction cf thre aldermen. In many cases,
aise, although net under the administration
cf Mr. Martine, vould the hand cf justice
have been stayed, did not the public prose-
cutor fear the censure of the press. Thus,
those who control and conduct our gîcat
organs cf public opinion render invaluable
service, more nov than ever before, in the
detection, the punishmeut, and, consequ- nt-
ly, in the prevention cf crime. The saute
motives which inspire tIreu te tis have of
late driven tireni beyoud tIre point vhere
their efforts can de goed. Ia tIre work of
a cietective and of a historian they excel,
but they step beyond their province wben
the>' undertake te try causes pending in
the courts.

Thre affect cf their efforts in tis direction
is growing deil>' more apparent. It is ai-
ready the recognized duty cf those wiîo
manage litigation ini matters cf public in-
terest te see that se rauch cf tire evidence
as is in their faveur is giv en due prominence
in the newapapers. This is effected soute-
times b>' paying the publishers for its iii-
sertion in the coluruns cf neya; more ofteu,
by influence, social or politicai, upon the
proprieters,. editers and reporters. It is
still considered unprofessional b>' moat who
adhere te a high standard cf professienal
ethics, for lawyers te attempt to influence
tire bench by precuring the publication cf
editeriais affecting pending litigation; yet
tis bas been datte cf late by many wlîe
occupy high positions at the bar, and pro-
fes an exalted standard cf nrorality. And
man>' cf our nicat eminent counsel have re-
cently given opinions for publication in thre
newspapers concerning questions pending
on appeai. These, let us hope, vere printcd
for tbeir effect ini Wall Street, not at AI-
bany or Washiington.

la it net tume te pause ? Ia tre net. a
mnenu between a return te tlîe tyranny cf
the Star Ciramber and thre retainer of an
editor as associate counsel in ech. case
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