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can be held as 8uperior scxentifically to the other.
This latter finding, tbough seeinn-ly impossible,
aeei ng that the Prussian people are subjected to
seven years' compul-ory schooiing, is confirmed
by the optinion of Mr. Laing, and entirely in ac-
cordance with the experience of the two nations;
and when Mr. Smith saya that nobody can. deny
that German ollicers of works are better educated
than British,. the ansvrer is that success is the
best test of truc ability, and of wbat education
best fits a man for doing bis work well; and mort
persons will require more than Mr. Smith's ipse
dixil to make. tern believe an averment s0 irre-
concileable with practical experience. Of course,
a Briton acquaiïited with mechanios and chemis-
try, other things being equal, will make a more
efficient workman than one who is not, whether
bis vork be burglary or boiler-making, but that
dues not warrant the conclusion that therefore
tecirnical schools ought to be established.

As tothe rebut;ting evidence, Mr. Bell, after a
careful comparison of the exhibition of ires 'at
Paris, declares Britain had not fallen bebind
other nations, and frcm mazy year8 familiarity
xçith thu subject at home and abroad, states confi-
ctly that there bas been no change in the rela-
tive position of our ovwn and other nations in
rcga,.rd to -iron manufactures. Mr. Ferdinand
Koliu, at die British Association, commenting on
the exhibition of irofi and steel in Paris, said that
a vague notion cf the superiority and predomi-
nance of British iron manufactures having ceased
tu cxist, or was threatened te be overthrown by
continental competition, Nvae witbout foundation,
judgiag from. that exhibition. Mr. Fernie, refer-
rig te the saniefacts, decires,,so far as France is
concerncd Engiand bas flot been exceiiea in the
manufacture cf iron. Au able critie in the Batui-
day Revietw, whiie concedingr that the French fur-
niture is beautifully exccutcd and gcnerally liglit
and elegant, mnaintairs that the English shows
equal skill and more oriainality cf thought. Mr.
Kitson, referring te, the choicest productions cf
France in tic exhibition, declares that Britain
produces articles superior in quaiity n ms
certainly superior in design, though design is ilie
point in which France is alleged greatly te excel
and Britain te be grcatly deficient. In ail branches
of trade cennected with niechanical science, Mr.
Kitson, fortified by the opinions cf mca of great
experience confirnîing bis ewn fanding, declares
that Britain stands Nvithout superior. Our marine
enghies are gcm-s cf mechunical finish superier in
design te anything thc certin(nt c;in show ; our
locomotive engifles arc uncqtoilied ini bcauty of

form and, siînplicity and apprepriateness of con-
struction,; Our machiaeây for working iran and
oCher metals bas ne equal ; our iron is of uacquai-
led quality; our tacTs have ne compeers.; our war
materials are incoatestibiy superior te, aIl otbers,
and in advance cf those of any other nation. In
the fine arts our execution is such as te give the
alarm te France that we are a bout te excel ber in
this ber favourite subjeot. The armourers of Liege
have a name in bistery, but in their work we are
new ahead of bath Belgium and France, our last
achievements, enly chronicied a few days age, far
surpassing anything of the kind ever before at-
tempted. The succesa of Flanders in cotton ean-
net compare with that cf Britain, though ebtained
by the aid cf British machiaery, and for the mest
part by British supervidion. Ia France, when
great undertakings are te be executed, they are
net unfrequently cornmitted, as in the late matter
cf locomotives mentioned ab; the British Asiocia-
tien, te British controul, and executed according
te British design, which would net in any instance
be the case if, as alleged, the French had superior
mon for the wrork. la printing macbinery, and
printing in newspapers and popultir publications,
as well as in more substantial reading, and boô'k-
binding, what has the continent te, show compared
with Britain. lu agriculture Britain is facile
princeps. Ia agricultural rniachinery, if Britain is
surpssed at ail it is by the United States and
Canada, and most ccrtainly net by any European
nation. In shipbuilding, where is there anything
te compare te the erections on the Clyde and tlî6
'jy ne. With ail the advantages cf recent arrange-
menteso anmuch bcralded, is Lowell supcrscdingo
Glasgow in the markets cf Japan and China?
Who is threateaiag te give remotest India cottea
.goods which must diminish. thc B3ritish suppiy, or
te give the world broadcloth te, the exclusion of
Yorkshîire' manufacture? Wbose cutlery is sur-
passing or supplantipg that of Sheffield, or in
what other department is Britain'falling bebind,
and in what speciai instances are foreigners ocu-
pying the places they used te fill? In none
Strippcd cf its generality and reduced te speciflo
instances cf actual fact, the 'allegation is a miers
assertion without a particle cf fact te support it.

Let me say as te the peint at issue, that it is net
simply the superiority cf the foreigner, but their
superiority now in departmnts where formerly
they were inferior te the Briton, and mainly that
that supcrierity is owiag te their techaical educa-
tien, as it is euly in such cases that their superior-
ity caa be citod in support cf the ory for technical
schools bere. Belgium may supply irea, Flanders
clotlî arid France stcami engines, te those %vhc'


