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THE BYSTANDER.

THiE social element in human nature goes a long way to
smooth down the rough places everyone meets in his

path-way in life ; and when this feature of character is found
wanting in man, either individually or collectively, the circum-

stance is likely to produce comment. The Bystander heard the

charge made a short time since that the architects of this

city were an exclusive and unsociable body of men.
" There could be no doubt, but that they were a fine class of

men," said a member of the profession, " and when assembled
in their annual gathering, they are bail fellows well met, and
an enjoyable, as well as a profitable, time can always be spent
in their company. When, however, they get outside of the walls

of their association meetings, they are as unsociable as members

of some of our religious bodies, when disassociated from the

organized body, or on the ordinary six days of the week." The

complaint of this friend was that each one seened to be so taken

up with his own personal aflairs, no opportunity was given

however, that may someday serve as a boomerang. Many work-

men who are not situated as the parties who took this contract

and able to work together, are tied down to the regulations of

their trades unions, and they must walk the streets day in and

day out. The Bystander is informed that with certain trades

the carrying on of work during the depression of the past few

years bas been absolutely blocked because of the determined at-

titude assumed by workingmen in the matter of wages. And

yet the winter approaches and those who would not deviate 25c

a day from the standard wage, when capital has been earning its

smallest interest, would accept a half wage for a day or two at

the city's expense to toss snowballs in the air. Of such it may

well be said, with Milton : " They feel by turns the bitter

change of fierce experience."

A pleasant hour was spent by the Bystander a short time

since in the studio of Mr. J. W. L. Forster, the well-known and

talented portrait-painter of this city, whose portraits of Mayor
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