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MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT IN GER.
MANY.

‘ Municipal housekeeping.” as a science and
an art, evolved out of the conditions of life
prevailing in the last half of this century, can
be observed to better advantage in Germany
than in any other country, says Dr. Albert
Shaw. It is true that the German cities have
been somewhat tardy in providing themselves
with modern conveniences and improvements ;
but now having fairly entered upon the task,
they are accomplishing it in & more systemadtio,
thorough and businesslike way than any other
cities, whether in Europe, America or Aus.
tralia.

The burgomaster and magistrates are the
most highly trained experts shat s German
city can secure. The burgomasterisan expert
in the general art of muniocipal administration.
Asgsociated with him in the magisterial council
are experts in law, experts in finance, experts
in education to administer the schools, experts
in engineering to oversee publioc works of every
charaoter, experts in sanitary science, experts
1n public charity, experts in forestry and park
management, experts in the techniocal and
business management of water and gas sup-
plies, and so on. The analogy would not be
perfeot, bat it would answer roughly to com-
pare the governmental structure of a German
oity with that of a railway corporation, in
which the board of directors, chosen by the
stookholders, appoint a general superintendent
or manager, a general passenger agent, a gene-
ral freight agent, a chief legal officer, a chief
engineer, a superintendent of motive power,
and other general officers, and leave to these
high-salaried experts, drawn from the service
of various other transportation companies,
all the entire management and operation of
the road. The shareholders represent the
voters of Berlin, let as say; the board of di.
rectors are the municipal council ; the general
superintendent is the chief burgomaster ; and
the general officers at the head of departments
are the magistrates.

The magistratsrath, or stadtrath, of a German
city is, then, a body of distinguished and hop.
ored, highly paid, professional, expert em-
ployees, and not a body of oitizen representa-
tives, although experienced members of the
body ef oitizen representatives may be, and
not unfrequently are, promoted to membership
in the magistratsrath. The professional oivil
service is a vastly greater and better estab.-
lished field of employment in Germany than
in England or Amerioa, and it is particularly
difficult for an American to appreoiate its
position and significance. The mayor of an
American oity is usually some well-known
citizen who is called temporarily from private
life to oocapy the most authoritative place in
the corporation. The burgomaster of s Ger-
man city is a oivil servant—the permanent
head of a permanent body of trained officials.
The difference between the two is somewhat
like that between our secretary of war and the
general commanding the army.

ADMINISTRATION BY PERMANENT EXPERTS.

The mayor or head of the maniocipality—in
some oities called the oberburgermeister, and in
some s8imply the burgermeister—is the general
manager of the whole mechanism of adminis-
tration, and usually the guiding spirit as well
in the economio policies of the munioipality.
He may feel that success in the management
of a smaller city will perhaps be rewarded by
the prize of the mayoralty of a greater one.
Thas the late Dr. Forokenbeck, mayor of Ber.
lin, had made his reputation as mayor of Bres-
lan, and was ocalled to fill & vacanoy in the
same position at the capital. Many cities ap-
point their mayors for life, and some make a
trial appointment for a term of years and then
grant a life lease.

The tenure of the paid magistrates in general
follows that of the mayors, and the cities which
give life appointments $o the chief of the mu-
nicipality commonly give them also to the
expert professional element among his assooi-
ates, while limiting the unpaid magistrates to
terms corresponding with those of the popu-
larly elected councillors. Duties are so well
distributed among the magistrates that there
results the highest type of executive efficiency,
and the least possible friction or waste of energy.
New departments of administration may either
be assigned to the port-folios of existing magis-
trates, or may be provided for by the appoint-
ment of additional members. Thus the magis-
trate is sufficiently flexible to respond to the

changing circumstances of a city, and the pre-
sence of its unsalaried citizen members keeps
it always sufficiently in touch with the spirit

that in the details of administration the magis-
trates have the co-operation in various ways of
numerous unofficial citizens serving in a vol-
untary or honorary capacity on countless sub-
committees.—The Century.

SHOES IN BONG AND STORY.

It was John SBelden, member of Ben John-
son’s famous clab and * dictator of learning
in his time, who wrote that old friends are best
and old shoes easiest. The literature of shoes,
old and new, is fall of interest and pleasare.
The commonest things lack idealism in general.
But now and then imagination has placed
common interests in charming relationships.
Migs Mitford makes Ailee Dinmont remark,
when accused of giving the children their own
way: ‘ Eh, puir things, I hae nothing else to
gie 'em.” In that way poets and novelists
have * given their old shoes,” it may be, as
writers who ** hae nothing else to gie.” ¢« Kin,
James,” wrote Selden, * used to call for his old
shoes ; they were easiest for his feet.” Char-
lotte Bronte in Jane Eyre left the memorable
ejaculation : ** What a, mercy you are shod
with velvet, Jane!” And Oliver Wendell
Holmes wrote in The Fountain of Youth :
‘* A sense of peace and rest like slippers after
shoes.” These thoughts might carry one back
to the mooccasins in Cooper’s “ Last of the
Mohicans.,” Theodore Roosevelt utilized the
idea felicitously in * Hunting Trips,” when he
wrote : ‘ Our mocoasined feet made no noise.”
The moccasin, by the way, is most exquisitely
suggested at this time of the year by the Indian
shoe or lady’s slipper that grows wild in New
England woodlands. In Connectiout the ower
in question is sometimes called the whip-poor-
will shoe. It is half way & poem in itself, and
shares with the honeysuckle the queenship of
wild flowers. In the ¢ Last of the Mohicans,”
Cooper writes: *“ All the footsteps had the
print of moocasing.”” Hiawatha's wigwam
was not without these proofs of savage rest
and opulence.

Robert Herrick, the most graceful of the
old English singers, left the lines :

A careless shoestring in whose tie
I see & wild civility,
Does more bewitch me than when art
Is too precise in every part.”

In Edward Moore’s * Spider and the Bee '

there is an idea not less playful or sparkling :
* But from the hnop's bewitching round
Her very shoe has power to wound.”

In * Bilvia’s Lovers " Mrs. Gaskell tells of
the heroine * with little foot ' that was still
** enoased in its smartly buckled shoe.” O, so
light a foot, sang another composer, will
ne'er wear out the everlasting flin. Virgil
may have had some such vision in his mind
when he wrote in the mostfcharming Latin :

*“ Bt verajince sujpatuit dea.”

The picture was fit for the admiration
of the old Roman deisies. Anglicised, the
language of the graceful Roman was: * By
her walk the true goddess is known.” The
grace of walking should be thoroughly studied.
At its foundation would be found not the
*‘ smartly buckled shoe” of Silvia or ‘* the
faithless leather” of Young, but the sense of
peace and rest suggested by Holmes. The
daintiest shoes may be restfal. None should be
painful.—The Ztna.

BUBINESS IN THE STATES.

The New York circplar of Henry Clews &
Co., describing the business conditions of last
week in the United Biates, says :

During the past week, notwithstanding the
interruption of & holiday, there has been a
distincs improvement in the tone of business
in Wall street. Its main expresgion has ap-
peared in the covering of ‘* shorts,” which has
oreated a demand favorable to prioces, while it
implies that the *“bears” have discovered
symptomas that betoken a coming recovery in
she market. The most pessimistic acknow-
Yedge that the passage of the tariff bill, viewed
as an end offsuspense, would have an import.
ant effeot in the restoration of general confi-
dence ; and the present situation of the mea-

sure 1n the Senate is generally conoeded to be

of the community. "It should further be said '

tavorable to its final enactment some time ' 25th

during the ourrent month. This view seems
to be taken in business circles generally, and
is having its effect in a more hopetul feeling,
though not yet in any marked change in the
volume of mercantile transactions. Wall
Btreet is quick to perceive this new tendenoy,
and its ‘“bear " contingent shows its respect
for it, and hence the improving tone we are
able to record.

The introduction of the bank note question
into the House is attracting much interest in
financial ciroles. . . . In view of the great im-
portance of the position which the bank note
must in futare occupy, it becomes a vital ques-
tion—what shall be its nature, authorization,
guarantee, and to what regulation shall it be
subject ? These are questions not to be lighty
disposed of, and their consideration may occu-
Py more time than those now raising them in
Congress seem to contemplate. Three ocardi-
nal questions will centre around these points—
(1) how far shall Federal and State powers
respectively be recognized in the construction
and administration of the system ? (2) shall
the guarantee consist of bond collateral, fol-
lowing the precedent of the National Bank

€ [‘Aot, or shall it be provided by pledge of the

entire assets of the bank, with special liability
of the stockholders added? and (3) what ar-
rangements shall be provided for securing
ready, economioal and efficient redemption of
the notes when their volame is superflaous.

The export of gold continues without abate-
ment. It now appears that this extraordinary
outflow is chiefly due to the preparations of
the Austrian Government for the restoration
of gold payments; for although the contracts
with bankers for supplying the gold have been
long made, it seems that the actnal delivery of
the metal has been largely deferred until it
was required for the act of resumption,

The various reorganization schemes now in
progress will ultimately have an important
bearing on the market for the better. At
present their progress is slow, because of op-
posing factions and the depressed condition of
railroad traffic. But these are only temporary
difficulties, whioh will quickly disappear with
any improvement in business. In this con.
nection it will be well to keep in mind the
recent unanimous decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States limiting the power
of Btate Railroad Commissions and prohibit-
ing them from putting into effect unfair and
unprofitable rates. This is one of the most
important decisions affecting railroads an-
nounced in many years ; for some States had
been 80 severe and arbitrary in their restric-
tions that they practically ‘amounted %o con-
fiscation of property, at least so far as profits
were concerned.

ACTION AGAINST THE INDEPENDENT
" ORDER OF FORESTERS.

A peculiar action has been heard in the Glas-
gow Justice of Peace Small Debt Court, when
J. M. Macaulay sued James Marshall, man-
ager of the Independent Order of Foresters, for
£1 48.2d. Pursaer said he joined the body
some time ago, paid £1 as entrance fee and
4. 2d. for a certificate. He was, however, re.
jeoted by the medical board, and now claimed
the retarn of the moneys expended under the
belief that he would be elected a member of
that body. Defender contended that, acoord-
ing to the constitution of the Independent
Order of Foresters, pursuer could only sue the
trustees of the Order. Macanlay was still a
social member for all time to oome; all that
bad been done by his rejection was that he was
n(())t dentitled to the insurance benefits of the

rder.

The Clerk—But what are these benefits ?

The Defender-—The same as those agoruing
to the wmembers of any ordinary fraternal
body; he might attend business meetings and
vote. (Langhter.) Having been rejected by
the Medical Board, he derived no pecuniary
benefits in the event of illness. It was mnot
registered as s friendly society, but they did
business under the Insurance Aot of Great
Britain. He contended that he should not
be sued, as he only did business as the ser-
vant of the order.

Puarsuer explained that the moneys were
seut off to Canada, and it was not to be sup-
posed that he could sue the people there.

The jastices said they would take a fortnight
to consider the oase.—Insurance Record, May




