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j AINNUITIES FOR CIIILDREN

A lnmber cf 5uggetouns, hiave been mnade by the press
111(1 1hy Ille public dur-ing the pa few months in f.iý r cf

part cf the expenset cf raisin chidrening paid b the
State. Th'le project has been, titifortukn.ately, termed

"3ithes' cmio.s,"whch cnvysa rogideaj of the
purpose cf the schemc. So far there bas beeun no3 d:Cus-
sion cf il ini the andia flouse, but partial mieasuires in

this direction have betýn 1>vte by o&hcr goverinments.
1,ive years ago, ilhe Comimonwecalth govCrmiienit of

Au-straila Adoptcd wa 5knowni as thc -nmaternity
*alownc,"a payment of ï,' te the mlotiher of every

child born. Thsis 1>enreiy :i caish bonlus, and dees not
pretend 10 pay any cf the expense Of raising the chid.
'l'le amnounit paid oi i 1923, the first year of ils opera-
tienl, 'L5£417,375, and in 191(6, £6*(50,715. The dlaim
miust be- entered in the namne of the mother in each case.

Asomnew.hat differenit projcî was adopted 1in 1916 by
Manitoba, where ih is known asmohr'aoans.
Tlbciumane of each c-ase are inovestigated, and payý-
ment made in accordaiice with the individual need. This
is, of course, a more restricted foLýrm, ai 1,s more in the
nature of a chairitable alowr.o.S far, about $î 2,000

hias been paid eut b)y Maiefor Ibis purpose. Sîiilar
mneasures have also bren :onîeiaiýted in% Saskatchewvan
and Alberta.

Qther scliemes cf the kinod havie b>een tried b)y some of
the states and muniiicipalites lin the Unitud States, with
varying deýgree-s of sucxcess. Onle point at least is clear,
and th al is that no, uniformi plani cf action has, b>en
cvojlvedl, and actual expew-irice se far is, 100 liiînited to
admit of' any comiprebensilve conclusions being reachied in
thus way. (One thing- ik appa)Lrenrt, hocwever, and thait is
tint the project can nleyer be a c petsueS o long
as it is of the nature of chai:rity. Paymnlsý Shoid be
autûmatic, anid inluiv f ail classes. Again, an allow-.
aLnceý merely to widows \viiî childruen, is not sufficient, as
mainy famlilies wiîh both parents alive are in more difficit

CrmsfleThe paymienîs are not for seýrvice ren-

dervd, as bas bewen manandin some quiarters, but of
the nature of trust lunds for Ille proper care of chiidrenl,
wbîcih can beý mlore saltitfactoriiy adiitrdby Ille
parent thani by Ille State dir-ctly.

There arec various argumlents in fave)r cof an .1ilowance

Of tuis kind. It wvould relieve the econiomlic pressure on1

l;ýrge faillecs, and should result in the raising of hecalthier
cildrenl. It ol shifI a part of the burden to the
shouilders of the tapaer, h rich, thec singie, and the

childess. orevver, ilie paiynrts could 1be conditionai

uipon the proper care- of the child, and state control facili-
lated in Ihis way,.

On the onther band, ais it saivurs of socialismn, it mecets
with 4lrenuious objection ti manyii quarters. If, bo(wever,
the State unttae tedcate thc Younig, the saine argut-
ments mliglt bet uised lu laver providing the more esen-
tial physýiralreurm ts

Agahi, the financiai buirdeýn involvedl iin a comnplete
nmnsuire of thiis kind weu)ild be enormlous. A.ay\n of

$oper- year for every <cild(litl Canadai, linider the age of
16 yenrs, %vould amiotnt teou $î.ioo,ooo,ooýo per year,
or mucwh mnore than the inte-rest on the present national
debîo. For 1is, rea-son Ill prcesent z ain inopportune lime

to adopl sucb a mesrevenl were il f(ilnd( 10 be desir-
bltOur re;i-riîl aility is aliready becingy put tu,

the test, and will be( inçreCasiniy so fer veea e.irs t<-

~Coune. If aller the wa w ln oreie w"ith a surplus

revenue, flic question ilighit he taken up, but in any case
at least a, part of lie revenue required shuld l:o in sight.

Aninteresbtiing leature cf the Dominion repurc On tire
insuLranIcc tLiu' nbs iii Lavkda l 1917, as shown un pages
4,2 antu 44 ci lhe Mloticury limes of May I7 th, isý the
%xery large proportions cl -gross cash receivýed for
Preiums in 1917- Paid out ini reinsurances and return
premîiumns, the "gross cash receivcd" being $9,zo6,toî cf

lhici] S4 , 1 0î,7 5 8 was paid oui for returfl premiums and
reinsura.ccs or neariY 47 per Cent.

'J'le gross cash received by British and colo niai comn-
parues was $20,091,34--, 01 which $3,800,321 wýas paid
out for reinsurances and return premiums, or ab:out 19

per cent.
The gross cash recei\,ed by cornpanies cf Uited States

aýnd other countries % a-, $1 3 ,514,029, Of which $3,431 ,815
was paid out for re.in5.uriicts ari preiniumsi, or ablout
25 '/4 Fer Cent.

The net premniumis rcceived by A the companles re-
porting tu, the D)omninion Burcau for 1917 was $31 , L)9,()77,
the gross cablh r:ctived being $42,81 2,572, cf which

$11 ,342,894 was paid out for reinsurances and return
prniumns, or a little over 2-, p,ýr cent.

Vhe grossb cashi received for premiums in 1917 by
Canadian companies was $9,2o6o1 as against $b,378,043
in 2926, but the net cash received in the twýo years was
abou)Lt equal; their lusses inc2urred during ilhe year i917

were $,4~,î5, beng very neairly S0 per cent., a slight
decr-ease f rom 1916.

It must bec borne in mmid that sorte of the Canadian
companies are realiy adtjunicts to, British or Ainiericani coin-
parnes. The g ross cash receýivcd for precmiumsý in 19 17 by
British and Colonial compane wa12,9 32 an in-.

crease of neariy three million dollars over 1926, whilst
their lusses in 1917 werc but $285,544 Ovcr hOof 1916,
being abo)-ut 54,.ý per cent.

,T'le gross cash received for premniums in 1917 by the
:omipainies of the UJnited States and oLther countries
amunîlled to $13,5i4,629--, beinig necariy two and a hall
millin over 1916l, vhýIst their losse.i incurred during
1917 were a littie over one illion dollars moLre than ini
1916, about (oo per cent, of their net preiumsii,, but thecir
ratio of loe 1- nt Preiiuils i1i 1917 %vas very slighitly
Iower thian '11 196).

Tl'le ratio) cLf lOSSeS tu net preMillls reýCiVed ])y ail the
con)pa1nles in 1917 waslý a littie less than 5() Per cent. whllst
in1 1916 it was about 59 per cent. ; sorme of the United
States comnpaniecs appear 10 have been particularly un-
fortunate. It is possible that someu of theirreeen-
tives vere flot weli informecd as tu, local conditions.

Th'le apaetyexcessive caution of the puirely
Canadialn cO-manies in 1917, if continuied ilf l9î8, may
have alrVeady heenû jus'tif'Ied b>y theý 100 frequelnt ocrec
of fires etaýiling, heavy amiouints of losses..

On the whlole, the re.port Shows careful attention on
Ilhe part of the mianagýers of ail the cumlpaniles, wviîhreut

remrlcbiystedywhilst the, aggressionis of thw olside
4ýcnIlpanies hiave flot gencierally învolved thein in dsse
durinig the past I\wo yea.ýrs.

TRADE 0F THE5 PORT OF ST. JOHN

In our issýue ()f Mayi 241h, in the article "Progress, of St.
JTohn." wev reforrtd w( the eXport figures for the year enlded
Mar(h 3,15t. loit8, as being over $2,o.o.Thv CO)rteOC<
figuire is <>ver $cocoand the total trade for the year
was $217,570,847.


