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in general and Canadair. particular.
WeîdC:nat suppose that the goveru-
ment measure promised in the
speech fram the throne will provide
for such a thorough plan of inilitary
preparation as we have briefly and
very imperfectly outlined, but we
sincerely wish it did, for ail of the
additions to our defences enunierat-
ed, would be essential to the suc-
cessful prosecution of a war were
one thrust upon us. Meanwhile
the members of the militia will take
comifort fromn the reflection that at
last the needs of the service have
received recognition, and if they
wishi to see the cause of inilitia re-
form succeed altogether they will
each and every onxe iuîpress upan
their representatives iii parliamient,
the necessity which exists for the
strengtheîuing of the country',- de.
fences.

The inembers of the militia will
regret very sincerely that the re-
cent cabinet upheaval at Ottawva
resulted ini the withdrawal of the
Honi. Mr. Dickey, Minister of Miii-
tia, the first ininister for a long
whie who went inito the question
of the welfare of the mîlitia at al
seriously. At the moment of writ-
ing it is ixot very clear ivhat dispo-
sition is to be mnade of the militia
portfolio. Sonie authorities think
that Mr. Dickey wiil re-enter the
cabinet; others predict that Lieut.
Colonel Prior is to be our newv min-
ister. Either of these gentlemen
would possess the fult confidence
of the militia and could be depend-
ed upon ta induce the governiment
to make its promnised mîlitia mea-
sure as far reaching as possible.
Whoe ver is iniister, however, the
goveriiînent is coniitted to do
something for the force; but we
would dearly like to see an ac-
knowiedged and tried friend of the
inilitia at thue head of the depart-

ment at this particular tiînie.'.

It is satisfactory to the lbrce too,
to see the intererst begiinning to be
evinced in the inilitia by leading
meni of the Liberai party, wvho have
s0 olten, been accu.sed by tiueir poli-
ticai opponents withi ignorîîîg the
force aitogether. It will interest
maîiy of our readers to learui that in
the recent closely fouglit electorai
canipaiguiin the important consti-

e The lion. Senator Desjardins. of Mon-
treal, lias sisico beuiî swarià in as Miîister
of Militia.

tuency of Montreal Centre the
Liberals appealed ta, the electors ta
reject the governiment candidate,
Sir William Hingston, amongother
things as a protest against the
cheese-paring militia policy of the
government. Mr. W. A. Weir, the
chief organizer of the Liberal
canipaign, spoke at a mass meeting
held at Point St. Chartes, the head-
quarters of the Grand Trutik R'y,
and the chef recruiting ground for
the English speaking niiitia corps
of the city. He quoted some of the
articles in the CAMADIAN MILITARY
GAZETTn showing the disgraceftil
treatment the force bias received at
the hands of the gavernment in the
past, entering especialiy iîîta one cx-
posuî-c of the scandalouis nannier ini
whiclh the spoils systeii liad becu
foiiowed in filling appo:nitmeiits to
lte pernuanent cor-ps. Mr. \Veir
rcmarkcd that the Liberals did flot
make a special claini to any nmono-
poiy of loyalty, but they loved thieir
country and appreciated the Iii-
periai connection too highly to
view witli composure the contintied
iiegleet and discouragenient of the
muitia, a senîtiment which wvas
heartily appiauded by the Honi.
Mr. Lauirier, thue leader of the
Liberal party, wvho was present.
The attacks on the otd militia
poiicy of the governiment proved
the most popular parts of the Li-
beral canipaigii speeches at P>oint
St. Charles. With the governîuent
pledged toaian energetie muilitia poli-
cy and the opposition clamouring
for more eniightenied and liberal
treatnient of the force, sometluing
cail surely be looked for frontu the
present session of parliainent.

It ivill itîterest imany of his old
frieîîds in Canada ta iearn tiat Vice
Adniiral Sir John Hopkins, farier-
ly in conmnd of the North Atlan-
tic and WVest Indian Squadron, lias
succee(led Adîniral Sir Algeriion
Lyons ini the Daveiiport cominaîîd.
His old flagship, Hl. M. S. Blake,
after ant extensiv-e refit, at Cliathain,
lias been put ini commnission again
and( attachied ta the cliaiiîtel squa-
droit.

The Britisli service papeî-s coni-
tiiiue ta devote a good deai of a,-*
tention ta aur suggestion thiat a
depot of tîhe aid roothi Royal Cana-
diali Reginient, if ixot a battalioi (f
thxe present linke'l reginment , be
located iii Canada. The Arnj', and

Navy Gazelle, introducing some
quotations from the CANADIAN
MILIrARY GAZIWTTE, speaks of that
never-to-be-forgotten band of loyal
Canadians who united together and
fornied the i ootli or Prince of Wales
Royal Canadian Regimient, and
goes on to say " We shall hail with
uubouinded satisfaction the day
when the Royal Canadians have a
depot ini their own cotintry, where
the daily increasing territorial ini-
terest iii theiin is assuming propor-
tions which cannot be ignored.

Týhe " Broad Arrow " publishes
a letter fromi E. D. Davies now of
London ini which lie says

As one of the oid îooth Prince of
Wales Royal Canadian Regiment 1 beg
to thank you beartily for your kcindly ref-
erence to the relationship existing be-
tween the ist IJattalion Leinster Regi-
meni (Royal Canadians) and the land of
their birth. Thougb no fault of their
own the men wvho responded ta the cal
for Sir Edmund Walker Head, Govenor-
General of Canada, ta take up arms on
behalf of the old country in i586, and
whose services were sa graciously accep-
ted by Her Majesty the Queen, are de-
prived of the honour of their home. To
show ber approval of their patriotisrn,
H-. M. conferred upon the Regirnent the
title of "Prince of Wales Royal Canadian
Regiinient" and fürther' sent His Royal
Highness to perform bis first public act,
bath as beir apparent and as a soldier,
to present a stand af colours to the regi-
ment which bore bis namne. Mucb was
writter in 1858-59 as to the interest taken
in the wellare of the old country by ber
cbildren across the seas, and the words
of the Prince on. the occasion above re-
ferred ta, namely , "Strengthen the unity
of the varsous parts of this vast empire
under the sway of our comm-on Sover-
eign ," have been re-ecboed in the press
from tinme to time, and more frequently
of late. Now, sir, wby? Simply I sup-
pose that the time bas corne in aur na-
tian's lufe whien the old cauntry and ber
Colonies should be more closely and firm-
ly bound together flot only for commerce
but for means of armed defence, or if
you like, federation of the empire. There
cannot be surer means of attaning sa de-
sirable an end than giving encourage-
ment to the ynuth of our colonies to jain
the Imperial Arrniy and Navy. )(oung
men of adventurous spirit are ta be found
everywhere, but none of more pluck and
finer physique than those of our own cal-
ones. One who knows says, in Tlie
G<,uadiian.oii/arry Gaz.,e//e of i 5th Sept.
last, that several young men bave recentlv
crossed the border, and are naw serving
uinder the Stars and Stripes both in the
Army and Navy. This is flot right, and
mneans should be takcen at once that en-
listnent foi- the British Arrny and Navy
be madle easy in our Colonies. Wlien
the îooth xvas raised in 1$8, olflicers
jained wbo fongbî in the rebellion af 18-7-
,IS, and men joined wbose grandfathers
had fougbî in the war of 1813-14. The
samne spirit anirnates the yauth of Canada
ta-day, and grant the pritîciple that they
have the right to serve in the Imperial
Army and Navy, detaiîs are easy. Tbere
is a splendid recruiting ground for us in
the ranks of tbe Milîtia af Canada. No
one knowvs the wortih of hese rmen hetter
than Lord Wolesev. -Sir Frederick Mid-
dieton is proud ta speak of their bebaviaur
at the battle ai Batoche and Fish Creek,


