THE HEART

STONE.

the next room, which bnd so welrd and unenrth-
1y a sound, that the wordy comnbatants involun.
tarlly paused, nnd perfect sitence relgned.  After
2 few seconds the sound was repeated, necome-
panled by n hard seratehing noise at the hottom
of the door. At thik xecond manifestntion, Misk

Knocksoftly, with the greatest presenec of mind,

Plinged her swaord heroleally into Ltae keyhole,
and ran, sereaming, nto the opposite corner of
the romn, where she threw herself violently on
the sofu, and eried aloud for hielp.  Confusion
was now the arder of the evening and all erowd-
ol fnlo the corner, enwering down,  frightened,
nud erying londiy for help. Again the cound
wis repented, this time followed by a short,
sharp bark, The group of trembling females
looked mueh retoved, aid the tall Prestdent ae-
tually smfled as shesadel, s 10s only Ponte,’ and,
wialking to the door, apened it and admlitted n
tinie species af the genns puppy-domg. It wns
Yoz thme before order was restored, anild when
the diseusston was renewsl, it wag Insueh nlow
. that T eould with difflealty hear what was
Land T was therefore olliged to plaee my
oy clore to the window,  Miss Beachwaond
Just speaking fu savage tones of the male
seX ingeneral, and wishing that she had one be-
fore et 1ow on whom toexerelse hoer will, when
T henwd o tleree growl in my Immedinte rear,
sl espeericn I the unpleasant sensation of he-
ng selzed byt Ies by wfierce specimen of the
canine ruce. My head, involuntarily foreed for-
wanrd, hoarst throngh the pane of glass, severely
wantudlng me In the face. T heard 0 volley of
shrleks, nnd was conselous of o rapld dlsappear-
ance of erinoltae, after which my wemory s
muecl contused, until I fowsel myself guite adis-
tanee down the rond, minus hat, whz, speetneles
sl cont-1ail, rannimg ut full speed, with the dog
in hot parsalr,

) NPT T 4] to rid myself of hisceomypnny,
Al endoavoured to find 1y way to the statlon;
butas Twas totally uneguaiuted with the nelsh-
bed heenl, T rhould ne doubt have bieen foresl to

1aevs the piatie To e open flelds, had ot fortane
i sty pedestelan inmy way, whakline-
Iy wiloted e to the earx, and whom I informed
1 Ll been rabbied. My appenrines coerialoly
st orted iy assertion, mind he Bxed my inven-
i solely by nskRing sl sorts of guestions about
my nssiil Fortunately I was able to give
ra - et Uswers, winl my  obh  friequl,
W Wits kb dng e New York, Kimlly pate? |
My oo thing Dshould have heen unable o
oy, o0 theades had very unbmsisonnely pulled |
e coat-tail which contained my pocket-hook

On prrivimg ome my positlon was very fittle

e tea mneh for him,

Gardens; Gerulil was determined to posh his
way through the world, tnking Rose with him
as his companion and his safogunrd § that secmn.
ed to he his one hold on life.  And Rose, though
she did not say go poasbtively, wis evidenily pre-
prred to shnre his fiute, belng only desirous (hat
wetore thelr start kn life was mnde, & reconcellin-
tion should be effeeted between Gernld and his
futher,  That was left for her to do, #and you
enn do this, Mulge, and I know you will,  Yon
see the Importanee of the task I have intrasted
to you, ard you will throw your whole heart
Into 1LY Madge deeiilled that Rose shonld not
L decelved,  She wonld throw her whole heart
Into it, amd =i would suce She re-tond the
letter throuzhout, smiling samewhat sadly at
the reference o the maaneg in whiteh Gerald
cmployed his lelsare while at Wexeter, hul
Inyimg down the puper with a full determing.
tion Lo do all that was asked of her,

And this determination was uot areived at
without a mll nppreciation of the dinlenlties to
bhe surmounted, the solfesacerlfices to e minds,
M knew she cauld not broach the subject to
Nir Geotlry without representing herselfin wlhat
wak, sl lenst, an ounenviable Jght, withont ae-
Enowledging her previous intimaey with Gerenld
ardinge, without confessing that at the very
thne the Young muan was the topie nf conversa.
tion Letween then, she had Hstened to all his
father had to xay, she had taken her paot o the
diseussion as though fts subject bl been entlres
Iy anknown to her, and had given her sigges.
tons from what one might Imagine by her eon-
fession to be anything but a disinlerested point
af view, The wihiole stary of the old HEe muast be !
raked up gain and submitted to the exsmina-
ton of a banl amd aostere man, who wothl
have bt little compunetion or eomysssion for

aml o manly manner throughout, and instend of
Lielng asham-«l, you ought to be proud of him !
pau I have thought ko mare than onee within
the Inst fow days, Mrs, Pickerlng," sald Sir Geof-
fry, auwletly. ¢ L do ot slnd aking thie con-
fossion”

‘Fhere was o pause for a few moments, aftor
which Muardge suid ¢

1, oo, bave o confession to make In this
matter.”

s You, M, Pickering 2

1 have a eonfession to make to yon, and
your prerdon to ask, for a certain amount of de-
eceptlon which [ have practised towards you,”

s Deeeption ™ -

¢ Nothing mope nor less. Tin you know what
position 1 held (i dife befure T eame into your
employ 7

soCaplain Clegthorpe told me, but 1 have al-
most forgotten. In the telegraph oflice, woere
Yot nat

s Ay, but before that 2

4 T contess L have notan Wden,”

4] was an netress b the Wexeter Theatre, Tu
the <ame thentre whoere your sole wits i seence
pabhter”

Wl Gl ! il he sunk 0 low as that 2
ITad he draggged my mme so deeply through the
ire

¢ You need not fear for tr name.” sail
Asulizs, with i toiely of sap fn her voles,

A
o he haed abjared g, as be told you he should,
il was Kuown as Mreo tierabd 17 cdnge, And
ns for hix position in there, neither he, nor those
nhont him <saw anything to be asivimed of o it
arned his liviog honestly, and by the indas.
ul exerclse of his talent,”

o hmnted,”™ sabkl Bie Geoltry, biting his M.
o Awl now (el me further, Wax he ach in

sueh huaman fraflties as were coneerned in i,
nned whose anger ol nding that he bhad heen
misled, however unintentionally, would proba-
bly induee him to pursue the course exaclly op-
peoslte 1o that wideh was desteal, However, the
experimaent must and should be mnde,

wis unable to carey her  proposerd
seheme into exeention s specdily as she conld I

hiave wished,  The mental exeitement involved
in his deadlings withe Messes, Delabole sd Vane, |
and the subsequent examination of their doea- |
ments atd sehemes secmad to have hoaen a lit-

He complained of dizzl
tress and lssitn e s fvourite ocenpainn of §
worrying aml doeging  the marlenor secmml |
sompewhat to bave tlost Its usaal enarneg he he-
came stlent and preoceapied, soud for along time '
he scemed to shun even the sceicty of Mes,

Plekering, omitting tn s hiis usanl amorning

impr < Noeked out of my own house
st two d'eloek in the marning,  1inzing T knew
w nftertryineg every other
- the brilant Iden of Jettine !
hrongh the coal hole aml then try-
b to work my way up stales, The first part |
wed with nowe result than a hroken |
nenl by thie ey of the trap dropping l
and ernshing it so severely that 1 owas fore- |
et vell with paing T owas oblged to break
o the ecllar doar, nd uein hud (o foree o
bk g 2nin the entry. Al This had miate o
tt nodsey il 1 was not sueprised 1o heare
ey ringlng the heedl violently,  Heow,
Lawent botdly win, kinewbieg there 158 Bo law 1o
prevent o man breaking into his own house, I
Nee feesds sonedispone T huud ot hadf way up the
seened fIteht of stairs when the door of Sornph-
ina's rontn opened, nnd Mes, B bounded out witha
vt pieher of water,  In o moment, and ere |
contl sy nowe the confents were emptied
over e and the heavy Jug sivlking me on the
bl sent me rolling down the stalrs, At the
sgne thme the policsin:an sueeemled In openinge
the stoor, and selzing e by th, star he carrjed
me o before T had an opportunfty to eall on
Sepaplilnn ta resene e, A night spent in the
station-honse did not tend 1o soothe my  ruffed
teotbngs, and on my relense next morning 1 had
a tremendons row with Mex, Bumpus, the upshot
of which was thnt she Inmedlately  recognized
my rlght as n s belligerent.” amd always contin-
wed 1o 1o so, mitil by leaving New York I got
her aoway from the Sangalnary S, 1, B, 1.
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MADGE'S (ONFESSION,

TR news whieh had bheen conveyed to her In
Ter sister's letter bad 8 great effeet on Madge
Vierrepolnt, 1t placed the refatlonship of Rose
sl Gernld entlrely in n diftferent relation before
her, When the young man, renewing the girl
1nd boyish gequutntance which had existed he-
tween them at Wexeter, hd merely been In
the hiablt of paying her sister pretty compli-
mients, wd of meeting ber now and then in her
witlks, Mudge, quite contlident {u Rose's strength
of mind and knowledge of what wax rlght and
proper, was content to let matters e as they
were., Bho remembered  Gerald's fmpulsive
muanner and the humage which ha was natural-
Iy Inellnod to pay to uny pretty girl, and she
thought this wus merely a tlirtation, roftened it
might be by the recollection of what had passed
in those duys which seemeed now so long away.
Shie had ho desire to play the elder sistor's purt,
1o waurn herof the danger of the course ghe was
pursuing; she knew right well that Rose was
yurfectly uble to tako cure of herself, and that
Giernld was (00 much & gentieman to thke ad-
vantnge of any impression whioh ho might
make, and she thought that the wholo aftair
wonld die out as so many hundreds of simlilar
aflndrs dlo out dally, weekly, monthly, and
yearly, witbout any permanent harm belng done
10 the persons Interested In them.

But when she found that she had been mise
{uken In her Idea, and that the young man had
Lerome 80 fond of her slster as to make her an
otfer of marringe, and to renew that ofler, nnd
Juxist upon its fulfilment at-a timo when his
worldly prospeots were cloudy, and .his fortune
anything but assuring, Madge deemned it neces-
sury to throw hemself in the breach and to help
the young people with ull the resources at her
commund. Tu say that she did this. without o
certaln amount of siruygglo und lrresolution,
without mucl painfil reficetion and many tears,
would be to say thut Muadge was not .womanly
human, fndeed. ' As a gitl ruw and unsoghisti-
catod, she' had ‘been' Mselnated by -the khnmn
glitter and tuwdry rentiment of Phillp Vane,
but as a woman of the world, young, lndead, but
cxperiencod, she had for the 5irst Lhine reeeived
that- which no woman ean ever forget, the un-
disguised selfless deveotion of u fresh Young
heart which throbs respanzive, but to one touch,
which pulsates but Lo the dictates .of one idol,
Gerald Hardinge's was the hoirt, und she wai
the ido), In thuse duys now so Jungago! 'And she
had abdlented voluntarily, or ud it sccmad to
him voluntarily, and he had taught his- bheart
avother alleginnee, and )i was ajl for tho best.

The clroumstunces stated in the lettor from
Rase, had placed mattors in on entirely new
Jight. Tt was no longer & question of lovory'

- her tor
her paret el Inowith the drift of the generd's |

tlon belug made to Sir G
s prompy nd deelsively.

{ alled him beyand a sHghit ehill, easily got in this

meetings and tender episodes in Kensington

visit to t hovecekeeperts sy, sl o sed for
Lie him In the evenlng,  Madge for

1our, knowing that uo slight was Intended to
e lf, el thinking I better that he should be
1Mt to revover at his awn time sand aftor s own |
fashilom When t s new state of things, hows
every, hid Justed 1or anore thann o week, without
any s of change, Madge thonght 1t advisable
10 sened for kone physiciang but on the proposie
v, e nogutived it
sl was qulte wel),
B hindd never been better In his e nothing

wretched clipnte at the il of the lenf, Iie
mast heg thst Mrs, Piekering wonld not think of
summaoning the services of any doctor, who
would not anderstand hts constitutlon, and
tmerely tend to make matters worse,”

But though the old general could and woulid
do without calling hn a physlelan, he very soon
founed that the pleasant company of s iouse. ;
koepor lad bLeooane an absolute neenssity 1o hiim,
Afler about ten days' sollppde, In which e
nearly mopeqd himself to death, Sie Geollry, ne.
cording to his old custom, knockedat the honse
Keeper's door, and  oun belng bidden to come in,
entered as asund with WIS formal greeting. e
remalned but n very litle time in the room,
hoelng slizhtly 1l at ease, nad  obvlousty afeaid
that Madige mdght make some veferenes to his
prolonged nbsence; bHut belore Jeaving he ox-
pressed hls wish that Mrs: Plekering should fu-
vorrr hitn with her company In the evening,
uul that thele plensant readings might Le re-
sinend,

Aceonlingly, when the general had finlshed
his dinter, Madiee repalred 10 the libhrary, and
found Sir Geallty rendy to receive her, the news-
mpers, ettt and folded, were o thelr usunl
place, aml e book which they had nst been
reading lay reawdy to her hand,  Madee took her
sent ind began ta reqed aloud, hut after some
Hitle time, glaneing over at the gemeral, she no-
tieed that hils ntiention was fixed upon the fire,
and to her astonlshment she noticed the traces
of smmething like tears upon his check.

Maudgee stopped rawding, and recalled to him.
self Ly the abrupt cessation, Sir Geollry made a
hnsty emlenvour to recover his emmposure.

s 1s there anything the matlen,” he sald,
s that yon stopped reading so sudden)y, Mrs.
Piekering?”

Na.” shie veplled. 1 did not quite know
whether 1t was agrecable to you”

o Most cortninly,” he replied, ¢ T shonld not
have axked you to read Lo nie unless——, Ah!”
he sald, with an eflfort, « it §s uselesy Lo contlnae
this. ] wiw innttentive to the reading, I was
thluking of sumethlag very difercat.  Telt me,
Mrs. Plekering, for 1 know I ean trust you to
speak frankly to me, do I seemn much changed
during the last few days

« Frankly, then, yeg, Sir Geoflry. You have
been more thin usunlly quiet, and much less
than nsnally interested about the afliirs of the
house, and what has been golug on around you.
Yau have been very much preoccupled, and
still are, I venture to think, a ltile out of
health,”

¢ I don't know that I am actually afling at

your soclety ™

oW e wepre thrown eonstantly together”

s And wirh the resuit thar mizh: o expeelnd,
I suppose?  Jle £l in jove with you 2

6 e avlod ote to lucame his wife, bt {hat
wus impos=ible, as at tne thae 1 was nlrcu.dy

" menrrielt

“ You already marricd, and he dill not knew
[ A

“ It s not unnsaal in the hisatrieal prafession
for Lulies, nlthongh they may be morried, - re-
tain their makden anme,  Such was v case;
moreover, as my hushanl was not an aetor, nar
By way connected with the compnny, My,
1 rjot woukd have no ehanee of knowing that 1
was anything but what I professed to e’

s ] beg yorue padon,?” sald Sie Geoliry,

goneral, ¢ only recolleet what Is now the one de-
slre ot my life”  And he sunk back in his ehalr
and sighoed wenrlly,

Muulgze had no ldea that within a few days he
conld bave hecome o fecbio and 50 prosirate,

Avalling herself of the permisston implied In
KIr Geoflry's Inst words, Madge sent to Dootor
Chicnoweth, ane of the most celebrated physis
clans nt Springshide, amd asked him ¢ come up
1o Wheaternft and see the generanl.  1ler selee-
tion was muude pardy beemze Dostor Chenoweth
wits 2 membeerof S Geofley's elub, and was al-
ready on terms of elub Ganilinrity with his In-
tendeil patlent 3 partly besnuse the doctor hnd
the reputation of being &0 mueh o man of the
world as to balieve in nature, rether more than
in the phinrecapeah, and inelined to aseribe to
disenses o speein] cunse, amt o specinl  trent-
ment, rather than to generalise verbosely and
dogmatlenlly, ns was the case with most of his
birethren,

Ioetor Chenoweth, coming out to  Wheat-

ceroft in his trep, found the general seated
In the library, moudy and preocceupled, as
he had been for many days before . Madge

nt ekt had an den that it wonld be betrer ifthe
doctor seemed to have dropped in neetidentally ;
but an a little reflection she abandoned this no.
tHon, il receiving bDoetor Chenoweth tn the
hall, raphily explained the state he was in bo-
fore e suw his patient, . With Sir Geoflry the
doetor was clos ted some conslderable time,
Madge sttting In her own room, with the door
open, ntent upon seeing him Lefore he went,
heard bis wonds of furewell, «and yon wiil re-
colleet, Sir Geoflry, tlutt above all, I enjoln upon
you the strictost guiot and freedom from all
memtal dishrbanee,  § will not hear for an in-
rtant of youwr giving your attention to business
matters, even of yonr mixing yourself up with
your domestle anhirs. You have o prime minks-
ter, fully competent to deal with them, and in
ner hands you st leave them. Understand,
I have assumal dietator’s power, and 1 require
ta be oheyed, Toa wiltaey man, 1 lsow 1 need
amplify no more,”

Tle closed the door Lehind him ns lie spoke,
and the nest Instant war in the passage, where
Lie wus confronted by Maulge,

#In yonr room, my dear Mrs. Pickering,” sald
hin, answoring her eager look; slet us go into

| Your room, If you please. Tn matters of this sort

. 1 hawve tenrned to distrast giving any opinlon, or

ST am not acquatuted whdi the cliguctte oh. *

£erved nmongst theatrieal peopin,”

44 Ixaet] sald Madge, < and that is why 1
explaln it {o you,”

sosoMre,
ringe, whileh yon refused o

4 No” subd Maddge, s T did nod vefuse.  There

re ciretimstances in the story which it Is un.
s
me think it better to leave the place abraptly,

agnin”

“ Awd yau dld go 7%

“ 1 did so, and from thai honr to this 1 have
never set eyes upon him.”

« 1 donot ask you for your reasons Mrs. Plek-
erlng” suld Goofivy, tidking Mdge's hnd and
hending over it, « I am eertain they were right
and proper ones.  How small the world is, after
all. To think that yon have known Géorge, nnd
that he shoull have asked you to marry him.
PPaor George ! poor George ¥

The tone In which he pronounced these Inst.
words was so soft and sad as to Inspire Madge
with fresh hope,

 There nre stranger things to come yet, Sir
tieallry,’ she snld, s Ueorgo s In love with
some ane else now.”

s Jlaw do you know that ?
hud ot seen him  sinee,” sabl
quictly.”

s FFrom the hest of all possible authorltics—
the huly herself,” sald Madge,

o 11 hns not. tmllen In love with any more ne-
tress, 1 hope,” gald the general. = | eonkl over-
lonk anything in you, Mrs, Vickering : but 1
confess it Is not from behind the seenes of a
theantee thnt 1 should wish my danghter-in-liw
to be selected,

 You run no risk of that, Sir GeofTry,
youny lndy in question s my own slster.”

“ What, the young ludy tlat § have lusird
Clecthorpe and Mr. Drage speak about, wholjved
for xome time with you, and wns so pretty and
L0 clever ’

¢ The sume.  Gerald—I eannol eall himm any-
thing else—took great notice of her when she
was nt child ! gave her drawlng-lussons, and was
very kind to lier”

sCOThat was for hier sister®s sulte,” sl the go-
neral, shortly,

o Undoubtedly 5 bat it seems he hins reteawed
the acquaintance I Lotdon, said eires tor her
entirely for herself, e hasowtgrown that foo)-
Ish funey of bis boy-huod, and settled down Into
o sober, serlous regard.”

Al does—George—prapose o mulrry your
sister 2"

st Ile does.  Ina letter whieh I have Just hind
from lier, shie explaing that hls carnest wish s,
that they should be at onee murrled, nud ¢mi-
wrate to some distant country, where they can
commanee o new 1ife,”

“ And does he mean to leave Englund @

s X0l learn from Rouse, SBince Gerndd's last
Interview with you, he s, she says, qulte n
changed man, Jle secems to fud §L hinpossible
10 gel over the wrong which has been done iim
the treatment which he then recelved. Ahove
all things, he feols the njustiee he peeclved at
your hands in your suspivion that his story of
having digeoy bis mother’s Innocence wus
merely a fmbrication, intended to dohim god tn

‘ou snld you
the genernd,

The

the present moment,” saiil the general, qnietly,

but I have hnd a &orl of presentiment that 1

shall not live very long.'

«Slr Geoffry ' tuterrupted  Madge, with a
start.

s Oh, the mere fuct of death would not alurm
me.  One who for so many years has enrrled his
lfe 1 his hands is secustomed to look with tol-
orable calmuess on death’s approacli; but there
nre ohe or two matters which I should ke to
have settled before I die, and when my alten.
tion strieyed from your reading, 1 was thinking

thit I eoulid not do better than dlscuss them |

with you,” :
A gleam of hope flushied through Madge's
hranin, Was it not pessible that Sir Geottyy, of

his awn fres will, might. relleve her of the irk. ;

someness of the tnsk she had undertaken ?

« You will recolloct, Mrs. Plekering,™ suld the .

general, after o puase, . conversatlon which
took plare between us some short time ngo
nhout xome—some fumnily maliers of mine; you
will reenlleot my tollfng you o my son, of the
rensons whichh had  indueed me to exiie him
from home; amd to refuse to reeelve hhmm, when
the other duy lio nttempted to clfeel i reconel.
Nation?"

« I rememiber it all, perfectly.”

«You did not approve of my bhehavlour In
‘thnt matter from first to Inst

s I did not agroo with it,” sald Madge., «If T
am to kpeak frankly to you, I will say that your
it deoision, when L was u quosiion of Mrs.
Herlot's conduct, was arrived at when you were
much younger and more hnpulsive than you are
now, and was tho foundatlon of a series of errors
which you havu sinco curricd outs  From what
I learn from you, your sun has acted in o noble

You bude me speak frankly, Sir
added Madge, looking at the olld gene-
¢ raly, wiso had futen”back into his previous atti-
* tuade, aned with his head sunk on his breast and
hix Bamds spread out nn his knees before him,
wis glnneitgz vaeantly into the flre § ¢ you bidn
me spenk frankly, and I have done so, 1 fear to
your dlstress and annoyance.”

4“1 have brought the distress and annoyanco
on myself, nnd must make Lhe best of it. Pray
God 1 has not gone (oo far! Thissclf-exilo that
he coutemplates, enn it bo nvoerted ™

8 ] he knew himsolf forgiven by you ¢ If he
only knew you acknowledge that you had mils-
construed his Intentlon in hix lnst attempt tosce
you, T will answer for you belng able Lo do what
You wish with him.”

 What I wish," said the general, in o low
volee ¢ I8 to seo him once agnin before 1
s die”

“ You must nnt spenk In that manner, Sir
Goeoltry, Il Madge, riving in her seat and
bending over iy ohalr. o ] must ask permis-
slon 1o insist on acting as 1 proposed sume duys
sinee, oY eatting In a physielan.”

* Jle eould do me no good,” sull the old man,
“I have no illness, no paln, nathing save a
strong conviction that my death Is close at hawl,
And that thought would trouble me but litile ir
1 could seo George agnin,”

+ You ghall sue him again, and please Henven,
Nive many happy yewrs with him, tn which all
this troublous time shall be forgotten. It 31
fell you eandlily, I will not mwove inthe matior;
and you know you cannot move without me,”
she added, with i@ smile, s anloss you let me send
for praper il advlee”

o Lot it be as you wish, my dear,” sald the

tlerlot male you an offer of mnar. '

even passing a remark tn open passages. Now,"”

{ e continued, whien they had regalned herroom,
stinly,

and e had motfoned her to be sented, # 1 am
reuly to speak (reely. SiecGeoflry I In anything
Lut e healthy comdition ; he hax had, if I mis-
take not, some serious mental worry which has
had its due effect upon him. Am I correcet in
this supposition 2*

“ You nre, Sir Geoffry has reeontly had a
great deal of anxlety, but he §s anxious that it

Cshould not be veferred 1o,

¥ that I shoul! explain, tut whleh e

6 Like all ather people In thesame plight, and

F¥et, of ecoturse, he Keopr on perpetunlly preying

und togive Mr. Herlot no ehance of seelng me

upun tt and hogeing it to himeself, Now this is

i all very well with hypochondriaes, n class of

peaple with which, my dear Meg, Pickering we
are not entirely unfamilinr al Springside, but
when there Is any real disease it is o thing most
speclully to be guarded agadnst, and I look to
you to——"

# Do you mean to =ay that Sir Geoflvy is se-
riousty 112°° axkad Mindgo anxlously.

“ | speak to you as a practienl woman, I
know that you are one by your loak, your earn-
estness, Your very mnnner of moving about. As
sueh you are entitled to franiiness, white the
Iribbles and dolls ofsnelety should recelve mere-
1y avasion, Sir GeofTry Hoerlot’s heart Is sertously
aflected, and any sudden emotion might be fatal
to him.”

Miaudge turning dendly swhite, leaned her head
upon  the table to steady herself, then sald,
s« You spenk strongly, Inctor Chenoweth,”

o I xpeak to you the literal, undisgnised truth.
I could wrap it up In any form of conversation-
nl sweetmeat that might please you, 1 should
do so, if 1 were addversing most of my elientdle,
but you are worthy of plalner spenking, and
from me you get it.*

“ o you conslder 8ir Geoffry's life in dan-
ger?”

«Ifany serious news were Lo be brought sudl-
denly under lils notlee, most undoubtedly. And
I speak thas strongly beenunse from what you
husve just sald, hie I8 evidently Inbouring under
uh excess of mental excitement,

» Doctor, in the course of your ecarcer, you
must have Leen the reelplent of many contl-
denees as strange and stranger than that which
1 am about to make Sir Geoffry Is eager for a
reconcitintion with his son, from whom by foree
of elrenmstanees he has been separited for
many years, Ix it likely that the meeting be-
tween thie two would be fraught with danger to
him 2

« Under present clreumstanees with the great-
st dunger! T would not answer for his life #f
he were called upon to undergo so great an ex-
citement.”

s« Thank you, doctor,! suld Madge, after a mo-

ment's puuke.  “Jt was important that your
adviee should be asked. You may bie certaln
that it shall be acted upon.”
4 Ra," shie sunid to herself, twenty minutes af-
ter, when the doetor's swift. roans had borne hiim
into Springside, and he wix whispering the
lightest of nothings Into the deafest of ears in
the Hot Wells Hotel ¢go emds my plan of im-
medinte reconellintion between father and son.
It §s piain frum Ductor Chenoweth’s opingon,
that Rir Geoftry's strength Is not suflicient for
hiim to bear the mecting, and that 1t must con-
sequently be deferred.!”

When, ifu the eourse of the afternoon, rhe
commenced talking on the subject with Rir
Gueoltry, and approaching it {n the most cau-
tious manner, was about to siggest the impos.
sibility of summoning Gerald at once to his fi-
ther's slde, she was surprised to find how com-
pivtely the general colnelded with her view,”

s Quite right,” he said, ¢ quite right.  There
ts nothing that I amn so anxlous for as to sce my
boy, and to tuke him to my arms. But we
mast walt a little; J am not strong enough to
o through mueh excitement, and I've just had
sumo news which necessity might bo placing n
rod in plekle for thoso scoundrels who were here
the othier duy.”

¢ Scoundrels! what secoundrels 2"

s I'rom the Terra del Fuegos mine, my dear.
I shall yet be the means of bringing them into
the prisonar's dock.”

( To be continued.)

TRU® aF THR ANOSHONKEES V. R. PIL.L8—This excol-
lont Family Medieino is the most offcctive roqu{
for imdigestion, bilious and liver complaints, sic
headache, loss of appotite, drowsiness, giddiness,
spass, and all disordors of the stomach and bowols,
and fur olderly peoplo or where an oocaslonal apo-
ricnt s ru||u¥red nothing e¢un bo botter adapted.
Persons of n Full Hubit who are subject to headnehe,
giddino:#, drowsiness, rod wing inthe ocurs arising
from too great a flow of bl o tho hoad, should
never be without tham ns many dangerous symptoms
will he outirely surricd off by their timoly use, For
females these pilla are tenly excellent, romoving nll
obstructions, tho dislronlnr henilache ro vor:
Jont with the sex, deprossion «f spirits, dullness of
siht, nervons nffootions, biniches. pimples and snl-
Juwnose of the skin, and give a healthy juvenile bloom
tu the cumnplexion. 2.6d

PARSON'R PURBATIVE 10018 — et j:mn'l):l}ﬂmm'c H
Sheridan's Cucalry Conditiva J’owdceres, for Lorses,

preva- |.

(For the ITearthstone.)
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THOUGTITS UPON MEN AND TIIINGS,
1IN PROSE AND VERSE.

By Rev, 11, ¥, DARNP.'LL:

PAPER 1V.—« TI1I2 GOOD OLD TIMES.”
(From an uet rian in Tond
in York.),
1.
You often shako yonr head. old fricnd,—
L Ahl fur the good old times 1
l-«p:mvo no if' 1 answor you
Thint deon-drawn sigl in rhymes;
If, whilst P'm inittul of the good
OF which wo're now beroft,
I'm full of hope and thunkfulness
As w thut which yet is left.

.
You monrn ag qane with fhnse gnod daye
Bath chivaley und eraee:

Tha congtly, high-hred vntrtesty,—
T'he know, of one’s pleee ;

to a conl

porary

1 hearth and hoard 1
domestie pence at home,
‘The ealm comtent abromd,

You wourn that a respeet. fur age
Al innny thinss we prize,

Finds all ton little favonr now
In these ymmg people’s eyesy

1'liat the bump of veneration is
Mont vizilly deprogs=od,

Vuleznrity more provalont,
More opraly confess'd;

v,

That “leminines?®® are " penters ” yet
In this mad generation ;

That. matlo nor femate, they present
A stranze amalgamation

They bunt, they tish. they shoot, they rido,
Give medicine's nned teavh

Yea, elaim the very sullroge too,
Uo tucolleges, and preseh.

.

Yes. the debtor side is heavy, friend,
et there's odit t
Nor must we {
Towmake ¢
Antd pardon v
When th’ ax
You'll tind the sottle
A trifle here or there,

v,

Jf ehivalry war then in vogue,
The duel was not extinet:
A man of breeding

The duy he migh
Then, true, bhut e
Lut more conld bddest seek,
When patches. paint, and powder hid
The bloom upon hier cheek ?

YL,

As to our wives and c¢hildren dear,
Cotne now, old [riend, admit.

Didu't we hold the enrb-rein onco
Tou tizht, n dittle bit? X

Nouw the tension’s slncken’d. wisely too,
To the present no disgrace

Irhere and there sone high-bred colt
Gets u leg above the trace.

v,

Wo eannnt press in every case.~—
= The old wing is the bostt”

Jur there are wines that sour with age,
Lut Time's tho truexst test:

1f years but rerve to ripen us,
And mnke onr vintage known,

Nou fear hut with tliese voungstors yet
We'll bravely hiold our vwn.

IX.

And as for Im.-pituli'.ly.
A cheerful, happy homa,
Theso secm 10 mo Lo comfort man
Wherc'er 1've chunced to roam ;
These are not limited by rce,
By cirowmstaneo or time,
For kindly heart= ean shed a glow
On any age or elime.

X.

A for content, it strikes me. friend,
Mankind should rise together;
Nne class must not expoct to get
For aye all the fine weathor ;
And when one dog gets flozh to oat,
1 think you'll froely own,
The wmost good-natured our will bark
1f he gets noughl but bone.

XI.

Baut has the present ngo, old friond,
No blussings of its own,

That give to life & dearer charm—
T'o thought n higher tono ¢

In artz and manutactures,
In travel and in trade,

Just think, since you and I were born,
The stride the world has made.

xit.

When I woe young T visiled
Your hoar old tiwvn &t spree s
I took the old ** High-flver* conch—
Wo cma nt hronk-neek pace;
Three duys and nightx it took us,
(But little rest hetween),
lefore by our expectant cyes
The Minster tower was reen.

X,

A week or liwo nzo, old Iriend,
1 went tho self-znme gait;
I roso half-after-seven,
I bronkluated at eight :
1 tuok the train at ten o'cluck,
Reached York exaet at fonr, A
Anil before 1 dined with you, old friend,
1Ind an hour to spnre, or more.

‘ IV,

In the “good ald times ” il I had written
To tell you T wonld enme,
I must have sent nt léast a week
Nefore I lef? iy home :
The chances then were ten Lo ono
Tho letter went astray,
For conches often camo to fnef.
And fuot-pnds tbronged tho way.

XV.

ut now, 1 simply telegraphed,

B“ 1 dine wlthl;gu at six l"

And there we werg, old orony,
As ouzy as two sticks,

No lord)y host in olden timos
Could sproad a nobler fenat,
No oarlior age could givo a mors

Appreciativo guost.

XvI.

We must not think the agothat’s past
Monopolizod the good ;
Or that the youngstors of to-day
ro othor flosh and blood;
Y*or British pluck is still confessed
AB ] lnl“ onlln.nd_lrlnr sgza‘ Ko ight,
ne oncsly willk nu C Uig!
Old friond, with you and me,

xvit,

Wirdom and Folly, Right and Wrong s
Will yot maintain the strife
And Vico nnd Virtue yot conflio
In evory true man's lll’ot} .
But tho issue is not doubtful, friend,
Tho vioctory is scaure ;
The fulao and ill must perish, friend,
The truo and good ondure.

XVIIL

The world must move along, old friend.
Asx it hins done of yore }
And onwnrd still is upward,
Yor tho goal is yot before;
Weo may not stuy ifs progross,
Id friond, one single day,
Dut yuuth, and nge, and mankood

Muy spood it on its way. iLE.D.
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