carlier part of the year. Newman gives Sep-
tember as its regolar time of appearance.  Yet
many femades of this species, at their regular
time of appearance, ave found destitnie ol orea,
amd the inevitable consequence i its rarity,
aml possibly it« dying out, at least in Fng-
Tamd, unless (s intimated by Dr. Wallace) it
ix kept up by fresh spechmens lying over irom
abrond,  There is anothier enuse of (he rurity
of some species, but its made of uperntion ix
ditticult to dizcover,  Sometimes the introdue-

tion of’ an fuseet from another country, it it:

hecome abundant in itg new hehital, will aflect

injuriously n native species, generally one'!
allid to the species inralueed, Tt s the;

general opinion of entomolagists in the Prov-
inee of Quebee, that sinee the acclimatization
ol Dieris popurs the native ieris olerdcen has
become searce, The neweomer seems in =ome
mysterions way to have nsurped the place of
the other species, and driven it awny from
places where formerly it was abundant. How
this has Leen  accomplished, lhowever, we
cannot tell.

G. J. BowLEs.

THI HUDSONIAN CHICKADEL,

(LParus Hudsoniens.)

The trne home of the 1lwdson Bay Tit, as
this species ix generally ealled, is in the more
nerthern puts of the continent, in Labruior
aml the Jludson Bay region, with a range in

‘those latitudes from the Atlantic to the Pacitic;

thaugh at the east it is met with mueh further
=outh than in the middle or western sections.
It iz a0 rvestdent of D va Seotin and  New
Dranswick, breeding in hoth Provinees, where,
thongh not abnundant, it ix far too common lo
he called vare, thongh it is more frequently
met in winter than al other seasons.  Accord-
ings 1o Mr, Everett Swith it is a0 commuon re<i-
dent of the interior castern and northern por-
tion of Maine,  Mr. Harry Merrill writes me
that he has not known it o oeeur near Ban-
govs nor i it given i Mre. Nathan G Brown's
catilogne of Portlmd species, but there are
records of u few being tuken in New Hamp-
shire, Massachn=ette, and Connecticnt.
TeMoine in Les Oiseauz due Canade mentions it
as w rare species (plus rare en Canade), aud it
certainly is aloms the cutire sonthern section
of the western Provinces, for Mr. Wintle does
not appear o have found it near Montreal, nor
is the name in the Sunnders-Morden list, nor
in Mr. Mcllwraith’s old list of Illamilton
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species,  Professor Macoun has not placed it
-in his partial list of Belleville birds, nor did
he find the bird in the Grand Valley of the
Assiniboine. Tt iz not given in the catalogue
of the Ottawa Field Nataralists’ Club, though
in the copy Lefore me the name has been
. pennedd in by one of the members in place of
i rufeseens, the latter being an obvious error as
fthat species was dliscovered by Townsend on
“the Columbin River, and it has never Leen
taken north or east of that region.  But this is
an ervor eaxily made nuless the Zabitat of the
S two species is cunsidered, their plumage being
similnr.

Of the cighteen species of the Parine fonnd
Fin North Ameriea the most widely distributed
tand the Lest known is the Black-capped (P
Vutricapilluxy, the type species of the family.
i This bied is found in all suiteble localitics
jalong the southern bonlers of the Dominion
i(us well as wueh frther sowth) from the
| Atlantic to Manitoha. In the latter Province
inml aeross the Pluins to the Rockics il is
i replaced by septentrionalis, which Mr. Ridgway
Fenyx “nay be looked upon as simply o long-
Ftailed western variety of the common speeies.”
‘Beyoml the fockies this is again replaced by
i still anothier variety, named hy Baird ocidenta—
ilis. Of the Hwlson Bay Tit no variation in
“the western specimiens has as yet been record-
fed. But it is in form aml coloration, oaly that
, the species of the family exhibit any  arked
sdiflerences, for no matter what nag- they
“hear, nor where they make their hones, yon
“will find them the sume rvestless, merry,
sucinble pymuies with all the foumiliar habits
,of the Black-cap.  "Their songs also bear a
strong genernl resemblance—it the jingling
chant in which they ecarol their joy can le
cullend a song—for whether the singer be he of
the Ulack taft whose voice is heanl on the
banks of the Rio Grawde ; or Carolinensis, who
helps to swell the chorns which comes up
from ¢ the Land o’ Dixie;” or our own brown-
“eapped hero, whose tiny throstle flings & wel-
come to the sun as its light breaks upon the
, hills of the far north, or be he whatever mem-
[her of this tamily he may, the theme of his
song is much the same jaunty leha-dee-dee-dee
as rings through our Canadian woods the
whole year loug. The song of the Black-
cappud and the Hudsorian are especinlly
similar, and their general appearance and
their manmers in the field, particularly the
latter, are so alike as to make their cxnet
identitication rather dillicult ; yet even in




