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THIE ANCESTRY 0F OUR PROFESSION.

The dlomain of scienice and literature lias been aptly likened
to a repubiic, whierein ail its v'otaries aire regarded as being uipon
an equality. It miakes its own laws, eachi nmember havi1ig an
equal righit wvith bis fellow. Truly, there is no royal road to,
learning-i. All must keep the sanie weary vigils, andi pass through
the sanie exactingy ordeals. As scientists, we owe no allegiance
to any nationality, kindred, race or tongue. \Ve ail tread the
saine broaci platform, each conitributing- his quota. to the general
fund of knowvledge. IEachi generation hias hiancled clown its ex-
perience which hias been verifieci and perfected by following
generationis. Thus the general funci of knovleclge bias grown,
graclually, lecoming- more anci more defineci. facts ben w eigbed,
,anci great trutlbs establishied.

Let ils look for a moment at the origin or early hiscory of
our own beloved profession, in other wxords, " our anicestry."
M\,elchiisedek,, king of Sal eni, wrhose naine signiifies " King- of
Rigli teousnless,"Y who broughit forth bread ani wriiie and blessed
Abrahami, \Nras ýbotb king, priest, and physician. H-e is regardecl
az the great prototype of Christ the God-man, wvho xvent about
prea.ching, healing- the sick, anci raising- the dead. In 1\,elchise-
(lek, as xvas usual in IEgypt anci Inclia, we find a convbination of
the priesthood and physician. i\IVelchiisedelk, being both king,
l)rophet, priest andi physician-a noble ancestry !-our profes-
sion hias, as we have seen, both a royal and priestly origin.

ln I-elleniic history, tlie first allusion to meclicine of an
autbentic oharacter, is foinci in the I-onieric poemis, which were

rttnsonietime about io5o, B.C. In allusions there macle,
it is clear that rnedicine hiad already a history. We find a dis-
tinct and org-anized profession, witb miles alid regulations as to,
the treatmient of injuries, which must have taken n-lanv ages to
formulate, also we mieet with ternis in nomenclature wihichi long
after were used by Hipoocrates. The Homeric hierces them-
selves are represented as having considerable sll in surgery,
and able to attend to orclinary wouncls and injuries. But there
appears to have been a professional clas-, represenîted by ïMachaon
and Poclaliriuis, the tLwo sons of Asclepius, whbo are treated \Viti
graZ eset It woulcl appear, too, fromi the :thiopis of
Archinus tbat the duties of these two wvere nlot px-ecisely the
saine. Afaebaon's task wvas more especially to lieal injuries,
wh'ile Poclalirjus haci received from bis fallher the gif t " of recog-
nliziligc what 'vas not visible to the eye. ancd tending1 what could
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