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"HE SILVER DOLLAR

A LEGAL

SKETCH.

By John M. Van Dyke,

in the Peterson MNagazine.

T F Mr. James Bennett bad been up to
§ all the tricks of the legal trade his
sign never would have looked as
bright and new as it did, for it
had been up for over two years. He
ought to have had it Iying out in some
back yard at least & year before his ad-
miasion to the bar; and he had gone, toc,
and bung it under a wooden awning,
where the sun and weather never could
get at it. Besides, be could have had a
bearld, but didn‘t. * De minimis, some-
times curat lex,”’ especially such combi-
nations as & full beard and & weather-
beaten sign. Small wonder, then, that
Jim Bepnett had been waiting these two
years and over for his first real, bona fide
client.

tive. She had inhecited #2500 as her
share of her father's estate. Not wish-
ing to use the principal, and the income
being too small for her support, rather
than be dependent on her brother, she
had sought a means of living in that
great and beneficent asylum for single
women, the public schools. .
When she applied for the position as
teacher at District No. 42 she found
that it was not so much a question of
her ability to teach as whether she
would be willing to boarnd with one
Peter Corsen, a farmer living in the dis-
trict. Corsen was the most intluential
trustee in the district. and bad his own
way in all school matters because the
other two trustees owed him money.
So Mary boarded a year and a half at
his place because she was obliged to—
long enough to get a pretty good idea
of his character, and his wife's too, for

It was getting time, too, for him to be
getting a paying client. His funds were !
getting low, and it was coming pretty |

close to where a miortgage on his fairly ;
good law library would be the only)

means of replenishing them. For he
was alone in the world, without a single !
solitary friend to give him financial |
aid.

The Greenwood County bar was a large
and intluential one, notably so fora rural
county, and its reputation extended far
beyond the county limits. But if the
truth had been known, not one of its
members really knew much more law
than Bennett, or was better able to con-
duct a lawsuit. For with him it had
been study, study, study. and a religions
attendance at the regalar terms of the
county court, which gave him an in-
sight into the practice of the law almost
as valuable as the actual trial of causes
themselves. It might naturally be sup-
poaed that his studious habits and hisl
J:lensant. manners would at least have
Srought Lilm sonie help from his brother
lawyers—some cheap client with whom
they did not want to bother. But
* brother” lawyers are like cats at meal-
time. They want all the tood for them-
selves, and never think of offering a
morsel, however small, to the younger
and weaker member of the legal—or
feline—family.
So Hennett had plodded along, always
in his office or the court room except
when, for the necessary exercise, he
would go on a long ramble through the
country - contining himself too much to
anake many friends or acquaintances.
By drawing legal documents he had just
made $50 since his admission to the
bar; he had tried {wo cases hefore a
“2ountry justice of the peace, and had lost
them beth because he had been the at-
torney for the defendauts; and he had
obtained the lasting ill will of two other
would-be clients by settling their legal
difficulties without a fuwsuit. It was a
seriona question with him whether it
would no be best, hmdeed, whether it
would not be a necessity to give up his
profession and start all over again at
something ese. In fact, he was tov
modest and, possidldy, 100 honest to be a
lawyer.
The spring term of court had just clos-
ed. The Gay, the tirst of the summer,
was warm and beautiful. The fresh
green of the newly budded trees, the roll-
ing hills checkered by the plough, the
flowers blooming everywhere, the spark-
ling river, all were inviting him to one
of his long and dearly loved strolls. But
Lie and nature were 1ot in accord. Nu-
ture, by her very beauty, seemed to ac-
centnaie and force npon him his failure
to make his profession a success, and
with thoughts in gloumy contrast with
the day. he slowly crossed the town
park and sought in his office the solitude
be wanted, and which he was sure to
tind there.
‘“ Is Mr. Bennett in 9"
The voice came through an open door,
soft and gentle, even timid; and, being
the voice of & woman, it brought Ben-
nett’s feet down from his desk a great
deal more quickly than a man’s voice
would have done. The vision—for in his
office anything in human form might
be called a vision—of a very pretty,
neatly dressed young lady stood just in-
side the door. With much confusion
and a red face Bennett managed, while
putting on his coat, to offer her a chair
and to give her to understand that Mr,
Bennett was in and that he was Mr. Ben-
nett.
**A book agent, sure,” was his men-
tal comment, and lie grew more com-
posed. For you always feel a sort of
advantage over a book agent, even
though the book agent be a pretty young
lady who has caught you sitting in your
gbiib sleeves and with your feet on your
esk.
But this lady was 2 real client. The
card which she handed Bennett bere the
name * Misg Day."”
“1 went to see Daniels & Martin, and
they sent me to you. They said they
were t0o busy to take my cause,” she
began very innocently.
~ Now, Daniels & Martin were a firm
baving a large practice; a firm which
had never been known to refuse a case
or let a fee gev ont of their office
door, be it one of $1000 or a paltry
twenty-five cents for taking an affi-
davit.
“They sent you to me because they
were too busy to take your case!'”
echoed Bennett, too surprised to notice
the mortifiing fact that his fair client
had taken him up as second-hand.
*I've never beard of Daniels & Martin
doing anything like that before,” at
which mild pleagantrv both langhed.
The Iaugh, ag laughter often does, put
them both more at™ ease, and Miss Day
was able to begin her statement without
further embarrussment
- . Her name wag Mary Day, and she had
lost a_bond and morigage. She wasa
- -public school teacher. For the last two
_ vears she ‘had tanght the school at Dis-
_triet: No. 42 in the upper part of the
_.county. A brother residing in a far
', Weptern. city was her only living rela-

"

they were just alike, He was one of the
riches! men in the county, and those who
were not under financial obligations to
him said he was the very meanest. But
that was probably because mnone of
them could get the better of him ina
trade.

Theze came atime, however, when he,
as all rich nien have to dosometimes,
bad to berrow money. QOne day o glow-
ing and elegantly printed cirenlar and
a confblential * personal " letter from a
large banking house in New York show-
cd him aquick road to vast wealth, The
e which he lost in clean cash was,
indeed, to a man of his instinctsa
dreadful calamity ; but the serious part
of it was that more than $2000 of it
was money hield by him in trust, and
wonld Liave to be pald over incourt in
less than a week.

Cersen knew of Mary’s 22500, and he

knew she wanted to invest it. It was
just the amount he needed, and
he needed it at  once. Why

not bherrow it of her instead of pay-
ing a1 commission to some Greenwood
Jawyer ¢r money lender?

The loan was made. But Mary had
sufficient business instinet to distrust
herself 1n so large a transaction ; and,
before making the loan, she consulted
with ‘Squire Merrick, the honest old
commisaioner of deeds and general busi
ness man of the neighborhood; and,
much to Corsen’s disgust, insisted on
having a bond and mortgage on his best
farm instead of taking his note of hand.
The papers were always kept by herin
a top apartment or pocket of her trunk.

About two months ago the annual
election forsehool trustee had been heid,
which resulted in the defeat of Mr. Cor-
sen’s debtors and the consequent loss of
his " grip” on School District No. 42,
Mary took advantage of the situntion at
once and sought & more congenial
boarding place, .

“ Day before vesterday,” she said, as
she concluded her atory, *‘ when I was
looking in my trunk, I found the bond
and mortgage were gone, They were
surely there on the day before I left Mr.
Corsen's, for I distinctly r:member see-
ing them at that time, That was the
15th of last March, And must I lose all
my money 7 she added, with u tremb-
ling lip, and with teara just ready to
drop from her pretty eyes.

“ Not at all,” replied Bennett, per-
haps too eagerly, for those tenrtul cyes
and that honest, trathful fice seemed
to plead at once for all the consolation
he could give, * At the most. Mr Cor-
sen may put you to some tronble and ex-
pense in collecting your money.  But he
surely will not do that. It will do him
no good, because the loss of the papers
will not prevent you from collecting the
money. You had the mortguge re
corded "

“The mortgage recorded?” repeated
Mary in a sort of a bewildered way.
» I didn't think of that; I didn’t know
I had te do anything but to keep it.
\Will that make any difference?’ she
continued anxiously, as she saw Ben-
nett’s grave book. .

“Jt wounld have been better if you had
put it on record,” he replied. “Inthat
case nothing could have prevented your
mortgage [rom being a first lien on the
property ; and its loss would have caused
no real trouble, as a copy of the records
would have ansivered In place of the
original. Corsen will not, of course,
deny the loan of the money?”

“He cannot,” she answered, ‘* because
Alr. Merrick was present when I let bim
have it. As soon as the papers were.
signed I gave Mr. Merrick the money ;
he counted iv over and paid it to him,
It was all done in the director’s room of
the Greenwood Bank on the 1st of April
of last year. That made the mortgage
due just two months ago.”

“If Corsen is any man at all,” said
Bennett, “he will pay you the money
without causing trouble, or will give
you anew bond and mortgage. I can-
not imagine why he should do other-
wise. You bhaven’t been to see him, I
suppose”?’” he questioned, after a
pause.

“I went to see him day before yes-
terday,” she replied, “just as soon as I
discovered my Inss. Mrs, Corsen said
he had gone away and would not be back
that day ; but ’m sure I saw him at the
barn as I passed by. I then went to see
Mr. Merrick, and be advised me tosee a
lawyer,” .

“Where waus your trunk during the
the time you were changing your resi-
dence?”

“It was at Mr, Corsen’s for a half a
day after T left. Mr, Williams—I am
living at Me. Williame’, about four
miles from Mr. Corsen’s—came for me
in his bugey, and there was no room in
it for my trunk. One of Mr. Williams’
boys went over for it in the evening of
the day 1 moved.”

* \Was it locked ?”’

“It wan locked; but I left the keyin
the lock. I took them all to be honest,”
she added apologetically, as she noticed
that Bennett was amused at the way she
locked her trunk.

**Then you must have been ~at Mr.
Williams’ nearly two months before you
discovered your loss ?"

“Yes. The 'papers were ‘lost -some

Corsen's and day before yeaterday.”:,
“Well, do not worry atalk Corsen
will have to pay you your money,” said
Bennett a8
will prooeed to get it atonce™ ¢ .
“1 thank you very much for your

kindness, for cannnt know how
much I have béen worried, and how
glad I am that are willing to'help

me,” she replied, seeming to think that
Bennett was conferring a great favor
upon her. .

Here was a proper time for Miss Day
to mention a matter of considerable im-
portance in all legal consultations. But
she never thought of it; and Bennett,
who did think of it, would have bitten
off his tongue rather than ask a young
lady for a retaining fee.

No sooner had Miss Day gone than
Bennett set himself to studying this, his
first real case. It was not so difficult as
4 layman might suppose. Corsen could
not demy the execution of the papers or
the payment of the money to bim,
That much was settled. ’Squire Mer-
rick, whose word anywhere st any time
was as good as gold, had been present
and taken part in the transaction, and
he was an entirely disinterested witness.
In the next place, the loss of the papers
was no bar to the proceedings to collect
the money by suit, as their loss could
be set forth and proved to be recidental,
and the law wonld not require the pro-
duction of the originals.

What defence, then, could Corsen et
up, if he were inclined to make tronble?
None, so far as Bennett could see.
True, Miss Day might be obliged to give
an indemnifying bond to protect him:
but that would Le an easy matter.
Surely he would pay the money, or,
what would be equally satisfactory to
Miss Day, execute a new bond and mort-
gage.

Bennett at once went to the county
clerk’s otlice to examine whether the
roperty on which the mortgage had
een given was still unencumbered. To
his astonishment he found that on the
second day of April last past it had been
conveyed by Corsen to his brother—con-
sideration 23000

Bennett knew pretty well the general
reputation of the man with whom he
had to deal. He at once sent him a
sharp, peremptory note to call at his
office and pay the money he owed Miss
Day. "I feel that I am excusable,” he
wrote, “in writing to you in this per-
emptory manner, because you have
taken advantage of Miss Day’s ignor-
ance of the law, and when you found she
had not put her mortgage on record you
sold, or pretended to sell, to your brother
the identical lands covered by the mort-
gage. This dishonorable proceeding, 1
can aesure you, will in the end do you
no good.”

Very promptly an answer came to the
letter. It ran:

Mr. James Bennett, Counsellor-at-Larw.

Dear Sir: Your discourteous and im-
pertinent note to our client, Mr. Peter
Corsen, has just been handed to us for
consideration. We have no reply to
make to it.

Yours, ete.,

DANIELS & MARTIN,

Sa, then, that was the eause of Daniels
& Martin’s liberality 2 But what kind
of crooked work was going on? Plainly
some kind of advantage waa to be taken
of the non-recording of the mortgage,
since Corsen. st the time he consulted
his attorneys, could not have known of
the loss of the papers.
Now. such a letter will nettle any
one; and Beunett felt o sort of pleasure
in beginning suit at once to recover the
money. Two courses were open to him
—tloreclosure of the mortgage or snit on
the bond, the latter procedure being
sanctioned by the laws of his State. To
fareclose under the present condition of
the property would be useless. Fosue
on the bond and set up in his deciara-*
tion it8 accidental loss as the reason or
excusefor not producing it in court, was
undoubtedly the proper course to pur-
sne—since Corsen was good for any
judgment which might be recovered
against him—and the one he decided to
adopt. He waited anxicusly to see
what aunswer would be made to his de
claration. In due time it was filed. It
was a plea of payment! The principal
and interest had Leen paid by Corsen on
the 31st day of March last!
Could Bennett believe his eyes? Of
all defences this was the most astound.
ing one—one which had never for a mo-
ment entered into his head. He read it
over and over again. Had Miss Day de-
ceived him ? What could have been her
motive in consulting him if she had not
intended to teil him the truth? Could
it be possible that she was insane? XNo,
no; he could never believe that. Yet
how could Corsen dare to make such a
plea without some grounds for doing so?
For there was the aflidavit required by
law, setting forth that the ples was not
intended for the purpose of delay, and
that the defendant had a just and legal
defence upon the merits of the case.
He must see Miss Day at once and learn
what she had to say to this turn in
affairs.

The interview with Mary discloged
nothing new, She went over her story
again in all its particulars, and in such
a simple, truthtul manner that Bennett,
if he had doubts before, was forever
satisfiedh both as to her truthfulness and
sanity. The case had resolved itself
into a question of veracity between his
vlient and Corsen, and there was nothing
to do but go on with it and do the best
he could.

[Concluded on seventh page.]

SURE TO WIN,

The people recognize and appreciate
real merit. That is why Hood’s Sarsa-
parilla has the largest sales in the
world. Merit in medicine means the
power to cure. Hood's Sarsaparilla cures
—absolutely, permanently cures. Itis
the One True Blood Purifier. Its superior
merit is an established fact, and merit
wins.
Hoob's PILLs are easy to take, easy to

operate. Core indigestion, hendache.
—_—-—

THE WOMAN OF IT.

—

She had read the sign, “ Do not speak
to the motorman,” and she said, *I
wonder why not?” Then in winsome
voice she inquired of that functionary,
 Why mustn’t one talk to the motor-
man?’ He told her it was against the

time between the day befoxe 6] e,f.‘;‘lfr

Miss Day rose to go.  “I| ' .'

PRINGIPAL LABORATORY, Rue Vivcwe , ROVEN, Frazce.

\RESTURES_G Y HAR 70 175 NATURAL COLO
.STR_ENGTHENS ‘AND BEAUTIFYS THE HAIRY.
GURES DANDRUFE AND ITGRING OF THE SCALP}.

KEEPS THE HRIR MOIST AND THE HEAD €00L
IS NOT A DYE,BUT RESTGRES THE HAIR NATURALLY |-

FORTHE HAIR.

IS A DELIGHTFUL DRESSING FOR LADIES HAIR.}

RECOMMENDS ITSELF, ONE TRIAL IS CONVINCING].

/IS THE BESTHAIR PREPARATION IN THE MARKET.

/i .
W IMMEDIATELY ARRESTS THE FALLING OF HAR Y

PARISIAN HAIR RENEWER, o0es ot L AOWSHF R Read-dyes

Sold by all Chemists and Perfumners, 50 ceiils aBottle —
R.F.Devins,

CenerALAGENT,
MONTREAL.

‘' Because it is.” *“Then you don't like
to be talked to 7’ * Oh, yes, but—Thua-
der, I came within an ace of running
down that old gent!” “But I should
think it would be niceto huve somebody
to speak to inatead of talking to nobody
all day long.” * Lady, you are going to
stop talking, or there's going to bea
smash up on this line, ani a bigone,
see!” “The hateful thing! And I did
ao want tn be sociablelike. He’s max-
ried, Tll bet. He’s just like Henry when
he’s got the paper under his nose.”—Bos-
ton Transcript.

Soars Far Above All
Gompetitors.

Marvellous Results Have
Brought It Fame and
Renown.

Paing's Celery Compound the Choice
of the Ablest Phsicians.

It is well that every one should know
that Prine’s Celery Compound is not an
ordinary patent medicine such as the
nervines, sarsaparillas, bitters and other
liguid concoctions now go excensively
advertised in every direction. Iine’s
Celery Compound is as far bevond these
common preparations as the diamond is
superior to cheap glass.
Paine’s Celery Compound peasesses ex-
traordinary virtuesand pow- rs fer health
iving and lite lengthening. It is as
garml;ss as it is good, and is tne only
medicine thay the best medical men
recommend with confidence. Professor
Edward E. Phelps, M.D., its discoverer,
gave this marvellous medicine to his
profession as a positive cure for sleep-
lessness, nervousness, wasting strength,
dyspepsia, biliousness, liver con:plaint,
neuralgin, rhenmatism  amd  kidney
troubles ; and since its introduction to
the publie, hundreds of thousands on this
continent have been raised from sickness
to the enjoyment of perfect health. No
other medicine ii: the world was ever so
highly honored and recommended, be-
cause none ever accomplisheld o mnch.
To-day, when the ablest doctors are
called upun to preseribe for weak, rmn-
down, overworked and debilitated m-n
and women, they invariably advise the
use of Paine’s Celery Compound,
Thousands of testimonials giving proof
of almost miraculous cur s come in
every year from working people, artisans,
merchants, professional men and people
of wealth, all asserting strongly that
Paine's Celery Compound inake people
well.
Have you made trial of Paine's Celery
Componnd, sick friend ? If not, do not
delay another hour; procure a bottle
and Lest the virtues ol the only medicine
that can successfully meet your case.
B2 sure that you get * Paine's,” the
kind that cures.

FALSE TEETH WITHOUT PLATE.
GHOLD and PORCELAIN

Crowns fitzed on old roots.

Aluwinium and Rubber
3 Plutes mide by the latest
process.

T

Teeth extracted without
pain, by eclectricity and
loen) anresthesin,

Or.J. ¢ A G°NDREAU, Strgeon-Dentis

20 St. Lawrence Street,

Hours of consultation ;—9 oM. to 6 P.M. TELE-
PHONE, BrLL, 2518, T3

P. A. MILLGY,

— MANUFACTURER OF —
GINGER ALE, GINGER POP,
GINGER BEER, CREAYM S0ODA,
PLAIN S9DA, CiDERINE,

Sole Agent for Plantagenet Waten

119, 121 ST. ANORE §T.

TELISPIHONE 497,

TELEPHONE 8393.

THOMAS O’GONNELL,

Dealer in General Household Hardware,
Paints and Oils,

137 McCORD STREET, Gor. Otfawa.
PRACTICAL PLUMBER,

Gas, Steam and Hot Water Fitter,

2®~Ordere promptly attended to. Moderate
eharges. A trial solicited.

LORGE & CO,,

HATTER : AND : FURRIER,
81 ST. LAWRENCE STREF",
MONTREAL.

TRY A BOTTLE OF—®

...... BRAY'S EFFERVESOING
Bromide of Soda and Caffeine

Calms the nerves and removes headache,

Students, bon-vivants and neuralgic people wil
finditinvalusble.

50 Cents Bottle.
HENRY R. GRAY, Chemist

122 St. Lawrence Main Street.

P S.—A large assortment of faghionshle per
fumery and teilet seape alwaya on hand.

M. 9I0KE, N. O’BRIY

M. HICKS & GO
AUCTIONEERS

AND CoMMISSTON MERCHANTS

1821 & 1823 Notre Dame §t.

{Nonr McGillStreet.) MONTHEA)

Sales of Household Furnitare, Furm Stock, Rea
Extute, Dumaged Goods and tjenera) Merchan=
dise respectfully solicitel, Advances
wade on Consigrwente. Charges
moderute #nd returne prompt.

N.B.—Largeconsignmente of Turkish Rogiasd
Carpetsalwayson hand. Selenof Fine Art Gooes
and High Class Fictures aspecialty.

_ TELERHONE 6087
- EL.EJHSER & CO.
2/ BILLIARD, POOL

— AND —

BOWELING ALLEY,

COLUMAIA
ELECTREC
CUSHIONS

Are the Chienpest and the Best.

—U -

Manufacturers. also Importers, of Billiard
Aluterial : Sceond-hand Tables, good as new,
Prives from 2100 to $u80 each

ST. DENIAST. 6 1f

BRODIE & HARVIE

Self-Raising FI;ur

1S THE BEST and the ONLY GENUIN}
article. Housekeeperashould ask for it and ses
that thav zatrir. Allothere ars imitatinns.

MONTREAL.
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.« Assets Exceed . .

Fortv

Exceed $500,000.

rules. “ But why is it against the rules ?" !

_Losses Pald in Montreal

l Investments In Cannda:

Million Oollars.

MONTREAL OFFICE, 117 St. Frangoeis Xavier St.
‘WALTER EAVANAGH, Chief Agent

Losses Settled and Paid Without Reference to Home Ofiice,

. . . $1,783,487.83.

School Books,

During the coming School Terinr of 18007
we respectiully solicit the faver of o,
orders for the suppleing of Catholic F.4y;-
calional and other Tect Books, titn iy
Faglish aud French ; also, Sch, ! Sty
tingery and School recuisites,

NSADLIER'S DOMINION SERILN,

Swllier’s Dominion Reading Churts. 20 s jing
"he ml une Chart of colors. mounte o 3¢
. size 23% x 521 inches,

-r’s Dominion Speller. complete,
Sadlier’s Dominion First Reader, Part [,
Nudlier's Domision First Reader, Part 11,
Nadlier's Dowinion Seeond Reader,

Aawllier's Dominion Thind Reader.

Sadlier's Dowinion Fourth Readder,

Sadlier's Outlines of Canadian History,

Sinllier's tirandes Lignes de UHistoire du Cyr vy

Sallier's Outlioe Eunglizh 1listory.

Sidlier’s School History of England. with . [ 1
ed maps.

Sudlier’s Ancient and Modern Hi~tory, with i11;:-
trations uml 2% colored maps,

Sadlier's Edition of Butler's Catechism.

Sudlier's Child’= Catechizm of Saered Hictorr, 00
Testnment. Pare I

Sadlier's Child's Catechism of Sacred Histooy, Niay
‘lestament, Part 11,

Sudlier’s Cutechism of Xuered History . largee iinn,

Spllivr's Bible (Schuster) Hlustrated.

i Elementary Grummar, Blackbaar- [

vises,

Sadlier’: Fdition of tirnmnmnire Elementuine 1y
E. Robert,

Sadher’s Edition of Nugent's Freneh and Er -
Enelish aond French bietionury with prom
ution.

Sadlive’s (P DX &) Copy Books, A and I, witk
tracing.

Sadlier's (P DA S Copy Backs . Noz, 1105, privan
~hort course.

Sudlier's (P D X 5) Copy Books, Nes. Tt 10
advanced vourse

Sadlicr’s Patent Cover and Blotter, far pri
shurt enurse.

Sadlier’s Patent Cover and Blotter, for advar. ot
course.

Sadlier's Edition of First Steps in Scienve.

Siudlier's Edition of Primer of Literatare

Lessons i English  Elementary Course, Pugil:
Edition.

v

Lessons in English Elcmentary Course, Teachers
Edition, K o
Lessuns in Epglish Higher Course, Pupils Editicp.

Lessons in English Migher Course, Teactnr- Eii-
tion,

D. & J. SADLIER & CO.

Catholic Publishers, Booksellers,and Stationer,
Church Ornaments Vestments, Statuary and
Religious Articles.

1669 Notre Dame St {123 Charch S84,
Moutreal, Toronto,

R. WILSON SMITH,

Investment Broker,

Oovernment, Municipal and Railwasy Secaritie
Bought and »c1d.  First Class Securities,
suitable for Trust Funds, atwaye
on haud.

1724 NOTRE DAME STREET. MONTEEA! .

= FAVORABLY KNOWN SINCE 4
@L ‘Amvs FURNISHED 35.000182 Gﬂ
| HURCH, SCHOOL & QTHER | dusdedcuide
e NEE &CO.. GENUIN
) WEST-TROYV, N.Y.\gcri-mETAL.
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MARRIAGE STATISTICS FROM IRE-
LAND.

(London News.}

For some reuson unexplained. mar-
riages in Ireland last year went up withe
& bound. In the past decade there had
not been 22,000 marriages In any _\'9!}1'7
but last year the total rose to 23.1-0.
Most of the marriages (15 938) were be-
tween Roman Catholics. Only ten were
according to the usages of the Society, of
Friends, and five according to the Jewieh
rites,

Of all the marriages that took place
those between bachelors and spinsters
constituted 87 per cent., those between
widowers and spinsters 8.2 per cent.,
those between bachelors and widows 2.%
per cent., and those between widowers
and widows 1.19 per cent. To put the
matter in another way, rather mor¢
than 10 per cent. of the men mamec%
were widowers, and neurly 5 per cent 0
women married were widows, In thir
teen out of every hundred marriages one
or both of the contracting parlles ha
been in the married state before. i

Nearly 2 per cent. of the men mamﬁ
were minors, and over 8 per cent. of the
women were under age, but these ra?e&
are gaid to be far below those 0:’
England and Scotland. The hlgheg_
proportion of marxiages of persons U
der age was in Ulster.
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