~ m

.
A

,l "

THE TRUE WITNESS. AND OATHOLIC OHRONICLE.

5

* CORRESPONDENCE,
THE HERESY EPIDEMIC,

To the Editor of TeE TrRUE WITNESS :

.B1e,~The recent heresy trials that
have caused of late 8o much commotion
in the Presbyterian, and to some extent
sl80 in the-Methodist Church, have given
rise to the following remarks. Although
the said trials have been reported exten-
sively in the Protestant press, very little
bas appeared sbout them in the columns
of Tee TRUE WirTNEss. Were I to ask
the reason of this apathy, you would
probably answer: What signify those
trials to us Catholics? In matters of
faith we humbly bow to the decision of
the Church as the sole authority compe-
tent to deal with questions of doctrine
and Christian morality, We leave other
communities to decide—if they can—on
similar points by the Bibls, and to fight
their own battles in their own way. At
the same time~—and on the principle
that eomething useful may be learned
from the failings and shortcomings of a
neighbor—* Pas est ¢t ab hoste doceri”—I
submit the following for your kindly
congideration :
. Heresy may be defined a persistent
denisl of one ox more Christian trutha,—
for example, Baptism, the Incarnation,
the mystery of the Adorable Trinity, &ec.
The baptized man or woman who would
call in question and refuse to believe im-
plicitly any doctrine revealed by God
may be likened to the Archrebel Lucifer,
whose motto is * Non-Serviam,”—I will
not be a slave. It follows therefore that
heresy, being a revolt against the
Almighty, the person obstinately guilty
thereof 18 justly deemed a heretic when
condemned as such by & competent
tribunal, But here is to be noted a sin-
Eu.lar anomaly. When & member of the

reshyterian Church publicly denies the

. walidity of infant-baptism,~—a doctrine
‘#amays held and taught by that com-
lon, and refuses to retract when in-
... vitd to do so by the highest authority
«erein, he is ipso facio considered guilty
heresy, and in consequence gailty of
§ & grievous sin. But when a member of
‘§ the Baptist persuasion denies the validity
of the self same macrament when admin-
1 istered to infants, he is accounted guilty
! of no heresy, and consequently of no sin.
In like manner the Methodist Church
would éxcommunicate as a beretic the
minister who would dare in the nulpit to
deny the divinity of the Second Person
- of the Adorable Trinity., The Unitarian,
under similar circumstances, would ex-
pel as a herelic_the minister who would
dare to affirm it. Can the wildest im-
agination picture this mass of confusion
and contradiction to be the religion
founded by Christ to teach mankind the
true worehip of God, and the way to
eternal happiners? If the gospel as
preactred by St. Paul was deemed
foolisbness by the Gentiles, what other
cpinicn could they' have formed of
a system like riodern Protestantism,
a gyatem without cohesion, divine mis-
siomor suthority. “Hearthe Church” was
the emphatic command of its Founder.
Hear not—1listen not to the Church says
Protestantism, but read and study the
Bible as the “sole rule of faith and prac-
tice.” Now I contend that the Bible can
no more replace the Church than can
the promissory notes and bills of a de-
funct bank replace that instituiion, or
the photegraph, however true in expres-
siop to the original, replace the dear
friend whose remaina lie buried beneath
the sod. Hence I am irresistibly drawn
to the conclusion that without the
official sanction, seal and prestige of a
trae living Church, the Scriptures of the
old and the New Teatament become at
once relegated to the domain of ancient
bistery, profitable, if you will, for in-
struction in many points of morality,
but a8 a whole no more to be relied
on as & basis and rule of supernatural
faith than the Xoran of the Mussulman
or the Vedas of the Buddhist,

The inatitution founded by Jeaus Ohrist
being the “pillar and ground of trath,”
to which He recommended all His fol-
1 :wers to look for guaidance and instrue-
tion, it again becomes evident that the
Sriptures canuot be the *sole rule of
faith ard practice.” ‘“Hear the Church,”
said Qur Lord ; “Let him that will not
hear the Ohurch be to thee as th eheathen
and the publican.”. ‘Who ever heard a
sermon preached from that text in a
Protestant pulpit? I venture to say—
never,  But amidst the vast and ever in-
creasing variety of chuirches, where shall

- _. wefind the one that Christ commanded
-« all'hig disciples, without exception, alone

| to hear.

: If still in existence, it cannot
fail to be easily distinguished from every
other., For moet sssuredly its divine
Founder would never have insisted on
hearing a church that could not readily
be known by certain unmistakeable
marks, Has it a visible bead duly ap-
pointed, whose faith is guaranteed never
to fail, whose duty is to feed the whole
flock and gather them into one sheep-
fold? Has it fulfilled the ocommand
“to teach all nations whatsoever
He commanded.” 1If the Cathalic
Church has not accomplished the task,
what other Christian society has done
it. From what source did all the coun-
tries that now glory in the Christian
name originally receive the faith, if not
from her envoys and ministry. When in
the sixteenth centurxy they threw off what
they termed ber yoke, she was neither
disconcerted nor dismayed. No sooner
was the way open than she dispatched
devoted men to the far Er3t and to the
newly found world in the far West to
proclaim the glad tidings to nations
hitherto unknown, proving thereby her
title to the mark of Catholigity. Other
marks there are in profusion pointing
her out as the chosen messenger of God.
When John the Baptiat sent to Jesus
two of his disciples to inquire if He was
the Christ, the following was the sign
given : “Go and relate to John what you
have heard and seen ; the biind see the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the deed rise again, the poor
have the gospel preached to them, Matt.
xi. 4,5, -‘The same mark or sign is to
all ungrejudiced minds stamped on the
Church of the present as of all the
preceding centuries of her existence.
If other marks be demanded, there is
inherent in her constitution the power
of binding and loosing, and the power of
forgiving sins. If it cannot be shown at
what period these powers were with-
drawn, annulled or forfeited, they must
still remain in force; and if the Holy
Spirit was promised to guide her into all
trath, she alone, ez officio, must be the
judge of what is truth and what is
heresy. The decision of aliens, the
growth, as it were, of yesterday, to
whom were granted, and who—I must
say—honestly lay claim to no special
powers—is binding on no one, should it
even be correct. What they may choose
to stigmatize a8 beresy is no more than
a difference of opinion, which, if not
tolerated in one communion, is accepted
in another as Christian truth,

Buch being, in my opinion, the lagicsal
aspect of the question, it is earnestly to
be hoped that we have heard the last of
heresy t{rials for a long time to come,
These trials can bave no other effect
than to unsettle the minds of many
pious and earnest souls who sincerely
profess, if but a partial belief, in the
great truths of Christianity. Better
that, moat assuredly, than none at all

Better that than agnosticism, or the
dreary outlook of the disciples of Payne
and Ingersoll. Anglicans, Presbyterians,
Methodists, &e., have retained many im-
portant truths. They have begur, though
at the eieventh hour, at the cost of man
sacrifices, and with laudable, though mis-
taken zeal, to promote the glory of God,
and the extension of His kingdom on
earth, DMany Catholics could we.l take
alesson from them on the better obser-
vance and sanctification of the Lord's
Day. Behold their numerous charities—
their munificent asylums for the poor,
the sick, the aged and unfortunste—~their
ardent longing for the unity for which
Christ prayed. M:y we not charitably
bope that all the excellent qualities and
Christian vittues of our separated breth:
ren, when thrown into the scale of the
great trial balance, may go far to com-
pensate for their lack of the fulness of
faith. A.G.G.

PILGRIMAGE TO STE. ANNE'S,

Most of our readers have doubtless
hesxrd of the miraculous cures effected
at the snriue of the good Sfe. Aunne.
From all parts of the conntry pilgrim

ages are being made there, and almost
every day fresh crowds of worshippers
and sight-aeers are to be found in and
about the beautiful church of the little
village. of 8te. Anne de Beaupre, a few
miles below the city of Qaebec. On the
31st of July next, Rev, Fathers Stanion,
of Smith’s Falls, with the sanction of
His Grace Archbishop Cleary, of Xing-
ston, will take a pilgrimage there whio,

promises to be ona of the biggest excur:
sions ever run over the eastern division
of the O.P. R. It will be the only all

rail excursion from Ontario, and such is

the splendid accommodation furnished
by the Railway Company tbat the trip
mey be made with even more comfort
than an ordinary railroad journey.
Sleeping cars will accompsany the excur-
sion and & refreshment car will also be
sent along. The cheap rates extend as
far emst 23 Dalbousie Mills, Tickete
from Green Valley, Apple Hill, Avon-
more and Dalbhousie Mills, $375; chil-
dren half fare, All communications ad-
dressed to R:v. Father Stanton, Smith's
galls, will receive prompt attention.—
o,

THE LIFE OF DE MAISONNEUVE.

(CONTINUED.)

The fort was to consist of an enclosure
of piokets surrounded by a trench. The
Governor claimed the honor of felling
the first tree ; and during the entire year
the colonists, who were juined by twelve
men vrecently arrived from France,
worked to fioish the fortifications anu
storehouses, in which they placed the
supplies of all kinds needed for the new
colony. .

On the feast of the Assumption, Aug.
13th, of the same year, 1642, the consecra-
ticn of the island to the Blessed Virgin,
which had been made in the Church of
Notre Dame de Paris on the 2o0d of Feb-
raary of the preceding year, by the
members of the Society of Qur Lady of
Montreai, was spontanecusly ratified
and rtepewed by the pious colon-
ists ; at a solemn Mass eelebrated
by Pere Vincent, all received Holy Com-
munion with great fexvor; the names cf
the’associates were placed on the altar,
that they might, so to speak, be pre.ent
at this touching ceremony, and the
booming of the cannon announced to
the surrounding countiy that the new
city had for Queen and Patroness the
august Mother of our Savour.

The following December an unlooked
for event afforded a striking proof of the
protection of God over the generous
colonists so lately arrived in thie new
country. M. de Maisonneuve had not
foreseen that the place where he had
established the for: wounld be exposed to
inundations; a few days before CLr:st-
mas the water began to rise and con-
tinued to do so until it threatened to
cover the encloaure where the colonists
kept their supplies of clothing and
other things that were indispensa-
ble fox the winter. Animated with
beroic confidence, the governor, with
the approval of the fathers of the Mis-
gion, drove a cross into the ground be-
fore the entrance to_the encl-sure, and
promised that he himsell would carry
another cross up to the summit of
Mount Royal, if God would deliver them
from thethreatened calamity; the walers
stopped at the threshold of the fort, and
then receded, permitting the colonista
to celebrate, with great joy, their first
Christmas in Canada.

On the 6th of January following a
large cross was ready ; faithful to hie
vow M. de Maisonneuve took it upon his
shoulders, and accompanied by all the

-

¥ | colonists, carried it unaided to the sum-

mit of the mountain, where it was
solemnly erected as & tronhy,of salvation
dominalting the empire of paganism and
barbarity.

For more than a year the infant colony
enjoyed profound peace; the Iroquois
seemed to ignore its existence. But
then there began a war which seldom
ceased except during shore intervals of
truce, which were no sooner conoluded
than they were violated. It is qn these
occasions that we shall have to Rdmire
the intrepid courage and the admirable
prudence of De Maisonneuve.

(To be Continued.)
emee————

Ix the different denominations, when
the hot summer months come on, there
is generally a falling off in Church at-
tendance ; & kind of religious vacation
a8 it were. Catholice must remember
that there is no exception made for any
season of the year. In summer's heat
and winte.’s cold the same precept of
the Church is there, and each one—
who ‘has not & remsonable excnse—is
obliged to attend Mass at least once on
every Sunday. Gud must be adored at
all times and the Church does not,
change with the seasons—her precepts®
are ever the same.

If we take all things as from God, and
behold all things aa in the light of the
brightnees of His coming, all aball be
well.~Cardinal Manning. o

’Tis Strange but True!?
IF YOU WANT A NICE GLOVE
In Kid, Silk, Silk Spun, Lisle
Thread, or Lace,

THE BEST PLACE IN THE CITY IS

JAS. A, OGILVY & SON'S

TO PROCURE A NICE FITTING GLOVE
IN ANY POBRSIBLE 8TYLR.

Wo carry all and only the Best and most
Reliable Makes.

Kid Gloyes for Ladies,

Kid Gloves for Misses & Children

Kid Gloves for Men, Boys & Youths
DRIVING AND COACHING QLOVES
For Men,Women,Youths and Boys,

And a splendid selection of Siix, Bllk Spun
Lisle Thread, and Taffela Gloves in all the
1atest Styles and Prlces.

All Kid Gloves from ONE DOLLAR and up-
wards fitled {0 the hand, and every palr
warrant:d.

SPECIAL PRICE LIST OF XID GLOVES :

Ladles' 4 Button Kid Gloves,Black and Colored,
701 & palr only, all sizea,

Ladles’ 4 Buiton Kid Gloves, Fancy Embrold.
ered Ba k, Lerge Button, §1.60 & palr,

Ladles’ 4 Butlon Suede (Gloves, Embroldered
Baock, $1.35 a palr only.

Ladies' 7 Stud Laclng Gloves, in all shades,
$1.00 a palr only,

Le lles’ Suede Musquetaire Klid Gloves, §183
8 palr only.

Ladies’ Sacque Wrist8hopping Kid Glove$1.00

Ladles’ Washing Chamols Gloves, natural and
White, $1.09.

Le 1ies’, Gents’ and Boys’ Rlding, Driving snd
Coaching Glovea

Gents’ K1d Gloves in all shades and sl zes, 8soup

Anda full llne of Evening Gloves in all the
best shadet,

1.adies leaving towa, and pariies Ilving out=
atde the city, find our Mail Department very
convenlent, as they can have Focda forwarded
1> any deatinationon application 12 us through
our Mall Department.

Mall Orders Fromptly attended to and
Samples sent on application

— AT

JAS. A. OGILVY & SON,
THE FAMILY DRAPERS AND LINEN WAREHOUSE

208 to 207 ST, ANTOINE 8T, ‘ Telephone
144 to 150 MOUNTAIN ST. 8328,

Branoch, S8T. CATHERINE BTREET,
Cor. Buckingham Avenue,
Telephone 3388,

ST. ANN'S T. A. & B. SOCIETY'S
EXCURSION.

The 8t. Aun's T, A, & B. Society have
completed their arrangements for the
annual excursion of the Bociety on
Dominion Day.

The society has mecured the elegant
new steamer Rocket, of the M ntreal
and Cornwall Navigation Co., which ia
unsurpassed for comfort. The steamer
will leave the Canal Basin, foot of Dal-
housie street, at 9 a.m., and will make
the entire trip through the Lake, thus
affording a magnificent view of the
beautiful scenery of the St. Lawrence
and the vast waters of Lake 8t. Peter,
returning by moonlight,

The scciety bas spared no pains to
make this the trip of the season, both
for those who wish to enjoy the fresh air
and beautiful sail on the river during
the whole day, as well as those who
take part in the other plcasures., The
society expects a large attendance on
Dominion Day, and hope that their
former patrons will still be with them on
thia cocasion.

-
A DETERMINED WOMAN

recently knocked down a burglar and
held him until the arrival of assistance.
Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical Discovery
is & medicine that checks the frightful
inroads of Scrofuls, and, if taken in time,
arrests the march of Palmonary Oon- -
sumption. It cures indigestion and
dyepepsia, chronio disrrhea and similar
ailments. This wonderful medicine has
also gained great celebrity in curing
fever and ague, chills and fever, dumb
ague, and like diseases.

Astbmsa ocured by newl diuéov&bd_;;.

testimonials and references,
Dispensary Medical Association, Buffalo,

trestment. Address, for the pamphlet, -
" World's -



