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THom The City of the Sultan, and Domestic Manners of the Turks, in 1836,
" By MISS PARDOE.

'lhe Sultan uccnatonally recompenses the fuithful services of

the slaves of -the Imperial | Serai by giving them their liberty,

accompanied by a donation sufficiently liberal .to enable themto

“establish themselves in.an eligible manner. On o late occasmn, '

heeinancipated 2n elderly woman, who had. seoured his fuvor

by her aoremitted attentions to one of his wives during. a.protrict= |

ed rllnes; 3 and- being h¢rht of heart at the moment, and perhaps
curions to lenrn liow she would act-on “such an emervency, ‘he de-
sired her to put on. her yashmac, and take a, boat so ‘Stamboul,

where she wus tc hne an araba, and dnve slowl yiahout the ctty,
udual whom she destred for; g,
ould be mdenttﬁed, ahe ehould be hts wrl‘e w1thtn the

. 0 . .
¢ B P B

when tl' he e

week.
His. Impenal Ilwhnees was oheyed on the mstant One of the

Palace : caiques ! rowed to the door of . the harem ; and e’ freed

rapidly conveyed to Stamboul. On landmg at ¢the Gate of the
Garden,’ she wallked into the house of Hussem the watch-maker,
with whose wife she was acquainted ; and while the stripling son
of the worthy Musselman was despatched for the araba, she
took her place upon the sof, andspartook of the orape-_]elly ond
coffee which were handed her by her officions . hostess These
were succaeded by the leaduen-chibouk, or woman’s pipes ; and
she lhad not flang ontbalf a dozen volumes of smoke from her
nostrlls ereall the harem of Hussein the watchmaker knew that
«he was i'ree, and ahout. to choose a helpmeetfrom amonw the

tradesmen of the cny : T
‘ . Ltshalluh p uttered by her aud” o,

o pr ;
'rrubajhe had-to smoke his na'r, _
ba]he 8 assrstant hnd to repair the damzwes whtcl the la

journey had done to the Warness, and to wash’ away the ‘mud that
yet clung about the wheels “and after that there wete comments
o be made upon the horses, as they were slowly attached tothe
veliicle ; and on the unusual circmmnstance of 2 Turkish woman
hiring a carriage, withoat previously bargaining with the owner
for the sum Lo be paid. -
Bat Yusuf, the son of [Tussein, who found more amusement in
watching the slow motions of the arabajhe than in keeping gunrd
over bis father's chronometers, putan end to the estonishment of
the party by informing them that the person who had engaged the
velicle was a slave of the Impertal Serai ; a piece ofinformation
which tended considerably to expedite the preparattons of" the
coachman, andto excite the curiosity of his companions.

The Female Coelehs, meanwhl‘e had emptied three chthoults 3
and asthe ashes of each- was dtposrted in the Itttle brnss dish
that rested on the carpet, brighter and fairer visions rese before
her 3 and on each occasion lh.lt she drew from amid the folds of
the shawl which bound her waist, the cachemire purse that con-
1ained her tobacco, and. replenished her pipe, she indulged in
a more flattering augury of her day’s speculation.

To render the circumstance more intelligible to the European
reader, it may be as well to state that there are few tradesmen in
Stamboul who would hesitate to marry an Imperial Slave, what-
ever migltbe her age or personal infirmities, asshe is sure to
bring with her a golden upology for all her defects : and thus it
was not  astonishing that the wife of Hussein sighed:as she re-
membered that her son Yusuf was yeta child, and that conse-
quently she could not offer his hand to her visitor : and the more
sincerely that the worthy watchmaker did not stand high in the
favor of fortune ; the © accursed Ginours,’ as the angry Hanonmn
did pot hesitate to declare, selling for the same price demanded

" by the Burkish artisan for his inferior ware, watches.that were as

true gsthe muezzing, and as endaring as the Koran.
Atlengththe araba drew up beneath the latticed wmdows ; and
the two friends, resuming their ehppers, shufled across the mat-
ted floor of the harem,. followed by the comphmcnts and temmas
of their hostess mattresses and cushions were nrmnged in the
vehicle by the hands of Hussein himsélf; and their yashmacs hav-
ing been arranged, they.were ere long Joltmu overthe rounh pave-
ment of the city of: Constantine.
They fizst bent their course to the Charshees ; and the conﬁdant
pointed out many a grave-looking, middle.aged Mussulmen to
the- adm,ratron of 'lier companion ; but the freed woman only

'shrumred her ahoulders, utteredacontemptuous ‘Mashalluh "
and turned away her eyes, ' L
“The stream of life ﬂowed on besnde thetr path Turhans of‘
green,’ of white, and of yellow pussed along ; but none of .the
wearers found fuver in the stwht ol' the; huahand-seekmg fulr-one.
Hours were wasted in vain ; she was as far removed- from a de-
crsxon as when she stepped mto the cutque at Begherhny ;- and
thea patrence of her’ compamon was ‘worn’ threndbare she be-
Icﬂme siledt," eullen, and sleepy, and stlll thearnha trronned und
drawled alonw"the narrow streets human nu '
lmore ‘and after having been ‘jo d '
!several trmes the conﬁdant dis ressed frorn“\ “
latlon. S ‘ r

woman whose halr rsﬁgray ;'and who "bas long,censed 15" pour out
the scented sherbet i in the gnrden of roses’ Had it’ been my fute

errand I should” have chosen Ioncr ago.’ The’ ﬁeed woman only
rephed desmnrr the arabaJhe\to dnve to the quarter inhabited by
the seleljhes or sweetmeat makers ; the ﬁnest race of men'in Con-
stantinople. * When they entered'it, she hegan to look about her
with more earnestness than she had hitherto exhibited ; but even
here she was in no haste’to come to a decision ; and although she
passed many a ‘stately Musselman whom she would not have
refused in the brightest days of her’youth, she ¢made no sign’
until she arrived oppostte to the shop of a mnnufacturer of elva,
A sweet ‘composition much esteemed in‘the; east’;” whers hal a

aetontshment‘; ‘The Prophct hat 3
younc enough to be your.son.” - : : :
‘ The-answer of the freed woman .was an- anvry pull at! her
ya=hmac, as she drew more closely together the folds of - her
feridjhe. The young end handsome selteljhe was summoned to
the side of the araba, and found to improve uponacquaintance;
upon which he was informed of the ‘happiness that awaited him,
and received the tidings with trize Turkish philosophy ;” ina few
days the bride removed into a comfortable harem, of which the
ground floor was a handsome shop, fitted up with a select stock
of sweetmeats at the expense of the Sultan ; and those who
desire to see one of the principal actors in this littie_ comedy,
need only enter the gily painted establishment at the left hand
corner of the prmcrpal street leading into the Atmetdam, to form
an acquaintance with Sulieman the sckeljhe. ‘

is.deserving of record, as'being peculiarly -characteristio of the
rapid progress of enlightment and liberality. An Emir of the
city, celebrated for his sanclity and rigid observance of all the
laws of Mahomet, had a fair daughter, who sometimes indulged,
in the solitude of the harem, in softer dreams than those of . her

tenanted by a dozen armed men, under the command of an
officer whose personal merits exceeded his years, was establisi-
ed not a husdred yards from his house ; and, as the youthful
commander paced slowly to and fro the street to dispel his ennui,,
it so chanced that he-generally terminated his walk beneath the
windows of the Emir’s harem.

The first time that the pretty Yasumi (Jusmin) Hanoum peeped’
through her lattice at the handsome soldier, the blood rushed to
her brow, and her heart beat quick, though she knew not where-
fore. The young beauty led o lonely life, for she was mother~
less, and her father was a slern man, who had no sympathy with
womanly tastes ; and, satisfied with provrdm« for. her duily pe-
cessities, never troubled himself. ferther. It was by no means
extrnordinary, therefore, thatshe amused her idleness with watch-
ing the-motions of the stranger ; nor that:y. dint. of observing him
she ere long discov ered that he was raprdly hccommw an ohject of
interest to her heart.. :

Then followed all the manoeavros of an - eastern heauty
who has no means: of commumc-ttton with - the other sex,
save those which her woman-wit enables her to invent. = A show-|[-
er of lavender buds,_kﬂong from the narrow opening of the luttice
‘upon his head, first attracted the attention of the gallant Moslem

dozen youths bure le«ged and thh thetr shrr, sleeves rolled Pl

. Another occurrence, equally authentic, ‘and still more recent,

austere father. Unfortunately for thestately priest, a guard house, §

»"":t I,

to the Emrr s hurem "nor wus tt duntmshed by .\ nrltmpse of bne, '
ol' the wlutest httle hauds in the world whtoh, ere. it closed the
apertme, waved a grnceful sulntutton that could be. meant only f'or
lttmsell‘ ' , - ;
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! allind Jast
cluve sccompanied by sn aged ¢ omp anion, stepped in; and ivas lto come huntlng through the thuroe«rhfare of the otty o the sam Je

10\‘

thus become | more deeply mvol;ed in the, adventure, he tfmusetl
lnmselt‘ by stngnw of- Sultan Mahmouds ballads tn hlS best s
style. : '

o
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Tl HE
anguous suitor culls u[gpn» hls nnstross 1o reveal to hnn the benuty,; "
thnthe has luthertoheheld only in: hrs dreatgs H he-, invoki

he precewed a female rapidly approachm!, l'rom the dlrectton of— K
the Emir’s house. There was. nothing remarltable in: such a

circumstande, for the street was a great thorouuht‘ure, and many
women had trnversed it durmg the day

and yet hls attentton_

slde, the1r eyes met: " Shekzur Ji'llah ——Prmae be 10 God ' I
may spealc to youat last > »murmured o low soft voice -; pt,rhaps
I should not tell you that I love you, but who can war arramst~ 4
fate 2 ‘ e LT

ored” beauty "At length er adventurous hand rutsed the nvigus .
jolonsie, and as the moonhght ft.ll hrnrht upon 'her,, the Jover
looked upon the fuir face’ Wh]Ch was destmed ‘never more to-bo

for oiten ; 5 and from that ‘moment he vowed that .‘d" th alond

ot ld make him |ehnqursh his suit.

But alas ! what hope could be indulged that a samtly Emtr
tsould bestow his duughter upon- n soldier, upon dn individual
douhly cbnc*nous both from his prol'esswn, and from the fuct
that it hnd?“wro whu to. power upon the ruin of the Janissaries ? The
youth asked, supplicated, and was answered with contempt” and
loathing, ' :

But the tears of: the fuir girl when she learnt from bis own  lips
the fuilure of his suit, only strengthéned -him in his determination-
of success ; and having confided his-adventure to a friend” who
was devoted to hig interests, he resolved either to - compel thr-
consent of the Emir, or to incur the penalty ofextlo, rather than
exist near-the. woman:whom he: Joved: without-a! hope thatshe
could:be- his.: Accordmgly, having : summonod half &' dozen o ‘hts
men, he informed. them thiat he had aquarrel wrth the Eii
he was: determmed to decide 3 “and: mtrusted *them
about, the house of the priest,. ‘and: ghould: they‘ Hear
hance, to enter. as if by accident ;. and,t in tl ‘
destrlnw ‘them to seize their- oﬂicer,

e - 1
Sers "rer, to obey without: heertutlon

- This’ errangement ‘made, the lover-on'c more mtrnded on the
seclnsxon of the priest, and- wnth all. theeloquence mspu-cd by

smoere aﬁ'ectron, besouaht him to. rerohe hts resolutron,rand tot
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