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COALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER.

s

Serr. 2—15th Sunday after Trinity,
# N—Friday.—Fast,
# 9_-16th Sunday after Trinily,
¢ 14—Friday—TFast.
“ 16—17th Sunday after Trinity.
# 19—Ember Day.—Fust.

« 91— { St. MATTHEW,
= Ember Day.—Fast,

“ 22—Ember Day.—TFast.

i 23—18th Sunday after Trinity.

“ 28—Friday.—Fast,

 29—St. MICOAEL AND ALL ANGELS.
“ 30—19th Sunday after Trinity.

“STRENGTH AND PEACE.”

A Berxon Preached before the Diocesan Synod
of Nova Scotia, in St, Luke's Cathedral, Hali
fax, June 22nd, 1894, by Rev. Francis ParT-
RIDGE, D.D., Rector of St. (leorye’s Church,
Halifax; Canon of St. Luke's; and
Secretary of the Diocese.

Tre Lorp sittoth above the water flood ;

AND 1HE Lorp remaineth a King for ever:

Tur Lonp shall give strength unto I1is people;

Tur. Lonrp shall give His people the blessing of
peace.— LPsalm xzix, 10, 11,

The Psalm is a magnificont description of the
Rule of God over nature. From the rolling
thunders of the storm to the birthpangs of the
lower creation ; in the primeval forest and the
mighty ocean ; o’cr tho sandy wastes of wildor-
ness and in the recesses of the sanctuary where
He is to be worshipped in the beanty of holi.
noss : the voice of the Lord claims and exerts
the pre-eminence and controlling power. Waters
may rage and swell ; trees of the forest bo
broken in picees; lightnings may flash ; the
tender sound be heard of the gentle hind moan-
ing over hor vouny; aud the sweet accents of
supplication be offerod in the femple courts,
Yot allis in God's hand. Ilv raleth His whole
croation, o knowoeth His own. And upon
the poople of His loving caro 1le¢ in the midst
of trial and danger bostows tho blessing of
Strength and Peace.

From the world of nature to the realm of the
intellectual and epiritual the transition of
thought is casy. And it i3 no small comfort to
God's poople now, as it bas ever been in the
history of the Church and the world, in the
midst of all things which can arouse anxiety
and cronie alarm, to have theabiding conscious-
ness that the Lord sittoth upon tho flood. There
is no greater source of ussurunce for the per-
plexed mind, and the soul that is sore troubled
about public events, than the study of history.
The intolligent and prayerful student of the
centuries that are past can place himself in

jmagination among the scones und cutastrophes.

of the world, and c¢an feel with tho actors in
them the full significance of the probloms prass-
ing upon them for sovlution, and the gloomy
forecast of the future, He can then survey the
dawn nrising out of darkness, the glory that

succeeds the gloom ; and, watching the hand
and the voice of God guiding, controlling and
bringing mighty things to pass, sioks to his
knees at once for pardon of his faithlessness and
in adoring acknowledgement of Lhe Sovercignty
of His God.

The templation to many is to feel and declare
that the present is a crisis in the history of the
Chureb; and that never before were there so
many difficulties in her path and hindrances to
her progress as now. Tho fact is that the
Church of Christ is always at a crisis. The clos-
ing and sealing of the stone over the dead body
of the world’s Redeemeor; the ‘meeting of St.
Paul with the keenness and subtlety of Greek
thought on Mars® Hill; the blood of virgin mar-
tyrs staining the sand in the Roman ampthi-
theatre; the conflict of rovelation with mau's
uncurbed reasonings when Athanasios stood
against the world; the awsome yielding of a
Christianity enervated by worldliness befora
tho swift sword of Islam; the subtle disputa-

. tions of thoschoolmen in tho realm of metaphysic

in which trath swayed back and forth like a
bending reced which never broke; the gradual
arouxing of the conscience by the spirit of God
and the rising of the spiritual over the carnal
in tho struggles preceding tire Reformation; the
appalling divi~ion, the burrings and torturings,
the unworthy motives and biso pastions which
accompanied that greatest revolution sinco the
planting of the Christian Church ; the deadly
somnolence and timeserving of the eigthieenth
century onding us it did with the human hell
of tho [fronch Revolution; and in this contury
the startling, and in muany cases probably the
abiding, changes of thought consequent upon
tho di-coveries of science and the progress of
archa louical and eritical investigation: at what
time and under what circumstances can il be suid
that the Church has not been in v crisis? No
moro 50 uabt one time than at another. And
always by the good hand of her God upon her,
developing urguments, evolving champions,
seiting  up barriers, and passing  the crisis.
Sometimes crippled and wounded and with ber
best and purest at rest forever,  Not aiways in
ways expected or foreseen.  Sceldom with pro-
gressive results quite clearly perceived by her-
sell.  Yet ever over the waterflood the Lord
sitteth, Yet in the midstof apparent confusion;
amid all the conflict, the dust, and the bload ;
unholy schemes shattered, nngodly combina-
tions 1ent in picces, tho world, the flesh and the
devil routed and Truth and  Righteonsness
trinmphant, the Lord remuineth a King |

And cun this ever on earth be otherwise ?

The Church of Gud is set {or the defence,
maintenance, and advance of certain divine
principles, entrusted to her by her great Head.
These principles must always be from the
nature of the cuso opposed to the principles of
the world.  She must not expect the world to
favor her. The more she is in favor with the
world the more she will fail in her Divine
Mission,  Suciul improvement, the regencvation
ot society by the reform ot social wrongs, is not
her chief arm,  Sho muy recogniz: the fact that
certain sociul conditions are more or less fuvor
able to the right discharge of the obligations of
religion  There may be forms of sociul or sani-
tary improvement with which her members
may associate themselves, ‘Temiperance re-
form, the better housing of the poor, the
improvement of workshops; the reclaiming
of the drunkurd and tho vicious, the encourage-
ment of truo edncation, the provision for whole-
some rocreation and such like objects may
socondarily engage her attontion and become
her suitable labors of love, And she is by no
means carcless of them, But ber greut com-
mission is to preach tho Gospel, and to maintain
inviolate the laws of its Founderand Lord, Her
groat businoss is with thesoul. To couvey God’s
message of love and mercy to & world that lieth
1n wickedress ; to be the chanuel of God's grace
10 souls conscious of sin and craving for a Sa-

vionr ; to ruiso up them that fall; to comfort
those that mourn; to rouse men dead in tres.
passes and sins, and bid them flee from tho
wrath to ¢come; to bear stedfast and unswerving
testimony both by word and deed to the un.
changing and unchangeable deposit ot the Fuith
once for ull dehvered to the saints; to ** bind
the whole world in golden chuins around the
feet of God ”; this, this, is her glorious mission |
Her business is, not to choke investigation and
thought, but to sift and examine them by her
immutable standards; not to denounce true
science but to welcome and test it ; not to abuse
gainsayers, but to lovingly convince and win
them ; and above all to shew in life and conduct
the sternness of Christ against sin and His yearn-
ing love for the sinner; 10 exhibit in the dread
pressurc and grim straggle of life the consistent
meekness of the Master ; to turn the other chesk
to the fierce blow; and never from angry pas-
sion or wounded self-love, by recrimination and
violenco of language or action, to show that the
love of Christ does not constrain her, and that
tho principles she professes do not guide her
child ren in practice,

But i3 the Church of God doing this today?
Is not the state of things such that thinking
men ask whether there is any guidance at all ?
Do not men engnire whother the Church of God
exists ? And if so where ? Is it God’sdirecting
hand or mun's weakness that has brought about
the presont complexity ? One church claims to
be the sole repositary of God's truth; another
so-called Church denies that there is a personal
God at all, Ouno Christian body falls down and
worships the Queen of Heaven, another declures
that neither the mother nor her Divine Son is to
be 50 regarded, for that they were but mer ordi-
nary people. One denomination asserts the essen-
tial necessityof ChristinnBaptism as the entrance
into God's visible kingdom, another proclaims
tho Gospel and never mentions baptism at all,
except 1o pour scorn und contempt upon thoso
who conscientiously hold aud teach that a soul
is made one with God, an adopted child of God,
by means of that Holy Sacrament, The other
great Sacrament of the Body and Blood of the
Lord is by vne section of Christendom ignored,
its frequert attendance deemed a superstition,
and its pretended powers a fraud; to others it
is tho centrul act of worship, and the groat
means of union with Christ the Lord. One body
declares thut membership in the Visible Church
is a necessily to salvation ; another cries loudly
that there is no visible Church, but that the
truo Church consists of all those who love the
Lord Jesus in sincerity, and that the signs of
membership are invisible. One branch of Christ-
endom mainlaing that there is an actual visible
head of Christ’s realm on earth, and calls upon
all 1o obey his infullible judgments. Another
auswers that there is no visible head, no sacra-
ments, no ministry, no outward laws, no such
thing as infallible decisions, no creed, no forms,
and no binding terms of union! To one Chris-
tian the Word of God and his own interpretation
of it are his only gnide. To another the Bible
is nothing more than & fortuitous assemblage of
heterogeneous writings, much of which is false,
come immoral, and of which he will take only
what suits him and becomes true through his
patronage and adoption. In the midst of this
chaos of opinion is it not an unspeakable relief
to remember, that the Lord sitteth a King for,
over ?

Buu if He is, then is He not a King of order?
If He remaineth a King, must it nov be over 2
Kingdom ? ' .

The Lord Jesus Christ ere he ascended into
Heaven founded a socioty which was to be world
wide. Against the inertia of an effete but still
powerful heathen philosophy the new teaching
ot the law of love forced its gentle way. No
sword devoured all its enemies before its facc.
No crimson tide of foemen's blood stained tbe
passage of the Religion of the Divine Father-
nood.  Slowly, steadily, working upwurds from



