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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.

1. Any person who takes a paper regularly
rem the Poot office, whether directed to his own name or

another's, or whether ho has subsrlbed or not, io respon-
alble for payment.

2. If a person orders his paper discontinued
21ust pay ail arrears, or the publisher may continue to

send Il until payment ls made, and thon collect the whole
amount, whether the paper ia taken from Che office or not

3. In suits for subscriptions, the suit may be
natituted ln the place wbere the paper ls published al.

though the subscriber may roside hundreds of miles away.

4. The courts have decided that refusing to
to take newspapers or periodicals from the Poot office, or
removing and leaving them uncalled for, ls prima /acis
evidence of intentional frand.

CALENDAR FOR JANUARY.

JAN. lst-Cirumcision of our Lord. Proper
Coll. Ep. and Gospel to serve
till Epiphany.

" 5th-2nd Sunday after Christmas.
" 6th-EPIPHANY of our Lord.

12ch-Ist Sunday after the Epipbany.
19th-2nd Sunday after the Epiphany.

(Notice of the Conversion of St. Paul.)
25th-Conversion of St. Paul.

" 26th-3rd Sunday after the Epiphtny.
(Notice of the Purification)

CEURCE ýSUlDAYSCE00L.

BY TIE HON. EDWARD PiEasoN TEsIGEa, C.B.
IN THE ENGLISE ILLUsTRATED MAGAZINE

FOR DaeEOIMBJn'

Rather more than a hundred years ago a
pious layman of the city of Gloucester sowed a
seed of which it may with truthli be said, that
when it had grown it hecamo " greater than ail
herbs aud shooteth ont great branches." When
we know that in Great Britain alone there
are more than six million children in attend
ance at the Sunday-schools, that is to say one
million in excess of the number of children at-
tending in our day-sohools, notwithstanding
the fact that attendance at the former is volun-
tary while at the latter it is, or is supposed te
be, compulsory ; when we consider that Sunday
after Sundaythore are more than 600,000
men and women who withont foc or reward
oheerfully give their services as teaehers oi
this vast body of children we may fairly eay
that no modern institution las made so rapid a
progress in a few years as that of Sunday-
achools. And the Sunday-school system bas
not been confined te Great.Britain : in America,
in Australia, in Canada, whenever indeed the
English language is spoken, Sunday-schools
have been established and flourised, no that it
has been compuied that throughout the world
there cannot be lois than one million five hun.
dred thousand teachers and twelve million
scholars; the seed bas become a great troc and
bas shot out great branches which have filled
hbe whole earth. I doubt whether Robert
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Raikes, when ho opened bis first Sunday-school
in St. Catherine street, Gloucester, with a staff
of four teachers, realized what a tremendous
work ho was commencing. It is truc no doubt
that ho did not intend to be satisfied, as others
had been before him, with a more isolated ef-
fort in bis own city, and it la for this reson
that we regard him, and righ ly regard him, I
think, as the founder of the Sunday-school
system. Long before the time of Raikes, boly
and earnest persons had beon in the habit of
gatherng children together on the Lord's Day
and giving them religions instruction, Indi-
vidual efforts had been made from time to time
by Roman Catholics, Nonconformists, Church
of England clergymen and laymen to encourage
a more devout observance of Sunday by collect.
ing togother the cbildren in thoir districts te
teach thom the truths of the Gospel. Mr.
Townsheud Meyer who bas carefnlly studied
the early history of Sunday-schools gives the
following striking description of some of the
early pioncera of the movemeDt |-

"A striking and dramatically contrasted group
la mado by these early foundors et Sunday-
schools. The Cardinal Arcibishop of Milan
(Cardinal Borremeo) a prince of tie Roman
Chuircis, yct ail bis lite 'tse bcld oppoucut cf
her enormous abuses' as severe in telf-denial as
munificent in charity; Alleine, the ascetic,
tender-hearted Nonconformist the fire of whose
zeal stimulated a weak body to fatal over work
the beautiful, witty, accomplished, yet ' per-
verse' young wido w, Mrs. Boevey, glittering in
her white and silver raiment; the learned 'Uni.
tarian enthusiast, Lindsay- long struggling ba.
t ween ties o family and associations wh ich
bound him to the Establishment as Vicar of
Catterick, and chaplsin to bis godiather the
Eart of fluntingdon, and stings of conscience
which told him ho was no longer ber consistent
servant; the quiet, gentle young tethodiat,
Hannais Bait, vitis lier poscefut home and
ordcrly ways; and Iastly, old eaver Jemmy
toilbattered, sbrewd and kindly, 'clattering bi-i
.brazen pestie and mortar to cali hie troupe of
ragged urchinL about him-ail lu their several
modes and districts paving the way for the
good verk to be doue by tise preperons, prac-
ucal, Glouceëter printer, with the aid cf bis
modest clerical colleague, the late Berkshire
curate, and some time master of King s School
in tise cathedral city."

It wOuld he easy to multiply the names of
mon and women who, before the time of Raikes,
had beeu moved to gather together the child-
ren in their parish or neighborhood into what
might very fairly be called a Snnday-school
claes in order to train them in religions know-
ledgc; but fie ossential. différonco botvoen,
these efferts snd that of Robert Raikes consiste
in this, that aIl those who preceded him in the
work were content with establishing schools in
thoir own neighborhood and took no steps to
induce others to adopt the systei, w hile Raikes,
not content with hie own individual work in
the City of Gloucester, took every opportunity
of urging the adoption of the practice far and
wide, and never ceased his advocacy till the
scheme was generally adopted throughout the
land. As bas been well said by Mr. Alfred
Gregory in his biography of Robert Raikes:
"He raised Sunday teaching from a fortuitous
rarity into a universal system. He found the
practice local: he made il natinal." To effect
this object ho possessed singular advantages.
ais father was the proprietor of the aiokcester
Journal, one of the oldest newapapers extant,
and being a philanthropist as well as a journal-
ist delighted te make hie journal the organ of
overy good cause. The son, who became
oditor of the newepaper at the early age of
twenty-two, made fult use of these advantages.
He used its pages te recommend bis new scheme
throughout the length and breadth of the land,
and the movement, which had before only been
heard of in a few remote villages or provincial
towns, soon began to spread and establish itself
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as an essential part of the parochial system. In
attributing however to Mr. Raikes the crodit of
having created the Sunday-school system it
would be unfair not to remark that ho was
greatly assisted in his work by a Church of
England clergyman, the Rov. Thomas Stock,
who was at that time head-master of the Glon-
eester Cathodral-school.

We should however be quite wrong if we
were to regard the Sunday-schools which were
established a century ago as analogous in ail
respects to those et the present day. Tùose
were days when the blossings of compulsory
education were unthought of, and when in
many districts no provision whatever was made
for any secular education at all; se that in
estimating the work which Sunday-schools
have achieved, we ought not to lose sight of
the influence which they have exorcised on the
spread of primary education throughout Eng-
land. It je no doubt true that the chief motive
which influenced Raikes in establishing Sun-
day sohools in the city of Gloucester was pity
for the degraded moral condition of the ohild-
ren of the poorer classes, and an earnest
deàire to bring religions influence to bear upon
them Io elevate them tW a higher moral stand.
ard, but in doing this he must have found the
secular knowledge of these children at so low
a point that ho was compelled to do something
te strengthen their minds and intelligence if he
were to have any hope of appealing success-
laliy to their consciences. In addition therofore
to the religions teaching which was given to
the children as its main purpose, the imparting
et a knowledge of reading, writing, and arith-
metic, subjpots now relegated te the Day-school,
were regarded as a scarcely less important
werk et thse Sunday-scheot. Another point in
,hich th early Snanday schoci differed from
those of the present day was that the services
of the teachers were net given, as la almost, if
not quite, without excep Lion the case at the
present tire, gratuitousiy, but wore rewarded
by a amaîl payment; sud it will give soe
ides of the vastness of the organization of the
Snnday.school system in these days to learn
that it would require an income of £1,300,000
each year to pay the whole of the teachers en-
gaged in the work, if they only received each
of them the moderate remuneration of one
shilling each Sunday for their services, as in
the earliest days of the establishment of the
system.

1 feel that I shall not carry with me the con-
currence of the most earnest advocates of the
Sandayschoo syten t when 1 say that it is,
bas always Iseon, aud stilI continues te tie, my
opinion, that in an ideal state of Church life,
Sunday schools ought not to bo a necessary
part of parochial organization. If al parents,
guardians, and god-parents did their duty, re-
ligions instruction would be imparted to tie
ciidreu lu their ovu beomes, sud tisore wenlld
be no idea of delegating this responsibility to
others.

Sunday-schools are, thon, in my opinion,
only a sub3titute for home teaching. The ques-
tion is porhaps only of academic interest, tor it
must be admitted that these responsibilities are
even among what are called the upper classes,
very generally neglected, and among the poor-
or classes, possibly to a great extent owing to
the existence of Sunday-schools, almost wholly
ignored, The main purpose thon of Sunday-
schools is to take the place of the parent, and
in the words of the Baptismal Service to see
that the children ' be virtuously brought up to
lead a godly and a Christian life," and - be
taught what a solemn vow promise and profes-
sion," they made through their god-parenis at
their baptism, It will be seon, that from my
point of view, though the Sunday-school fulfils
duties which might and should be performed by
the parent, it doe not in any way usurp the
functions of the parish clergyman. He has a
responsibility in regard te the children of his
congregation as weil as towards its adult mem.


