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a patient rector, would reflect dignity and honor
upon the Church in the eyes of an on-ooking
world, and would quicken the life and efficiency
of the parish more than ail the tricks of speech
or sensational charme that both preacher and
parishioners could possibly insert.--R. N. P.
in North-East.

SOME OF THE DIFFICULTIES OF
UNBELIEF.

'The favouirable position for an Infidel is that
of an objector. When he is forced to recognize
the necessity of having something positive on
his own side, he finds his own difficulties greater
than those over whieh he has been exulting in
the case of his antagonist.'

BrSoP FITZGZRALD in Aids to Faith,
Christian Apologists have generally confined

themelves ta anewering the objections of un-
believers. It may be well, however, ta require
unbelievers ta answer tho objections to their
.own scheme. We must carry the war, in fact,
into the enemy's country. Our Lord, we find,
though perfectly prepared to give an answer,
often thought good thus to turn the table on bis
adversaries. ' I also will ask you a question,' we
hear Him say. To the teachable, to those who
simply ask for information, ta the really honest
inquirer ard seeker after truth, we cannot be
too considerate; but ta those who, in the spirit
of the Scribes and Phariseos, of the Sadduceos
and Herodians of old, try to entangle us in our
talk, or seek ta justify their own unibelief, we
may well point out the weak places in their
own armour, which they imagine so impone-
trable. It may, at ail events, serve to show
that they are not so secre in their position as
they fancied, and that thore is more to be said
on the other side than they supposed. With
this view, we have hare brought together some
of the things which the unbeliever murt be re-
quired ta explain before we can be expected ta
ta abandon what, at least, seems ta us more
probable and reasonable than the system lie
,offers ta substitute for it:

I. We may ask him, for instance. ta explain
the present condition of the Jews, sO exactly
answering to the predictions of their own Pro
phets; fulfilling prophecies proved ta have

een uttered centuries before the event ; pro-
phecies which were guarded, as they still are,
by the Jews themselves with jealous care; as
that they should be dispersed among ail the
nations, that they should becorne a proverb and
a byword, that Jerusalem should be overthrown,
and the rest.*

Il. We mny ask him to explain bow the Jew-
ish Sabbath, the Passovor, Circuncision, and
other religions rites, still observed by the nation
of the Jews, in whatever lands tbey may bedis-
parsed, and observed long before the coming of
Christ, as we know from other testinonies than
the Bible, came ta be observed on any other
grounds than those recorded in tho Bible.

II. We may ask him to explain how the
writers of the Gospels, known ta have been
-published shortly after the events they narrate
(they are quoted in the two Apologie& for the
,Christians addressed by Justin Martyr in the
earlier part of the second century ta the Sonate
and people of Rome, and to the Emperor An-
toninus Pius) how these writers could statu
that certain tbings notoriously happened, and
make mention of the names of certain welil-
known persons, as Annas and Caiapha, the
chief of the priests among the Jews at a certain

* eozley, In his Rullnq Ideas in Early iges, Lec. i..
refers thus to the promise m- de to Abrahamu : There Is
.tlheprnphecyberre n,Rnpported by the whole history and
.tradition ofa natioa. Nor could It be otherwise t han gra.
tuitous for even a sceptic, however he may 'eject the in-
apiration, to deny that this proplcy extste-d, that It was
.of the nature here described, and that it dates from this
,prnitive era. Abraham in that early lawn ofhistory,
with polytheism and idolatry ail around him, saw hlis own
creed triumnphant in the world ; he predicted his triumph,
and the prediction bas, as a matter of fact, com- true. It
is triumphant. The Creed of Abraham han become the
creed of the civilized world."

date, or Pontius Pilate, the Roman Provurator,
in connection with those events, without baing
at once confuted, as, if these things had been ail
a fiction, they must needs have beeu. The
statements wero made at the time; they were
net confuted (as they could not have beau con-
futed) at the time. The inference is that they
took place as related.

IV. We may ask him ta explain how St.
Paul could have written several published let-
tars full, according ta the unbeliever, of false-
hoods, without having been at the time convict-
ed of the falsehoods; how ho could have appeal-
ed to those ta whom.he wrote with reference to
certain avents which took place in their pres-
enee, if those events had not taken place. The
inference must be that what ho said was truc.
He need not b a knave, he would have been a
fool, ta challenge thus his own easy confuta-
tion.

V. We may ask him ta explain how those
who emphatically taught men ta speak the
truth, who chose to die (and many of whom did
actually die) rather than be guilty of falsehood,
could unite ta paln off upon the world the most
elaborate system of falsehood (which if it is not
truth it must be) that was ever invented : hov,
in a word, good mon could ail agree ta do so
bad a thing. B.d mon could not invent the
Gospel, and goodmon would not. The inference
can only be that it is no invention, but a true
narrative.

VI, We may call upon him ta explain how
Jewish Publicani and fishermen, with such very
differont modals before them of what was thon
most osteemed among them, could have sketch-
ed the marvellous portrait and personality pro-
sented in the Gospels if they had not had among
them the living Original.*

VII We may cali upon him to explain, on
any other bypothesis than that of a Divine in-
spiration, the difference between the Gospels
and all contemporary Jewish and apocryphal
Christian literature.

VIII. We may ask him ta explain how it
comes ta pass that the two Sacraments of Bap-
tism and the Supper of the Lord have been
celebrated in various parts of the world for up-
wards of eigliteen hundred years, from the time,
that is, whon Jesus Christ, even according to
the indopendent statements of contemporary
heathon writers, was on earth,-celebrated as
we know they hava boen from the statements of
other than Christian writers,-iif the account of
their origin as contained in tIe Gospels bo not
the true one.

IX. We may ask him to explain how the
Lord's day, commonly oalled Sunday, has been
universally observed in the Catholic Church as
aweekly memorialof the Resurrection of Christ;
and how other days, such as Christmas, Good
Friday, Asconsion Day, have been likewise ob-
ser% ed in memory of certain events from the
earliest times of Christianity, if the c7ents of
which they are memorial nover took place.

X. We may ask him ta accouat for the exist-
ence of a distinct body of clergy fron the time
of the ADost es to the present day.

X[. We may ask him ta explain, for example,
the letter of Pliny to Tfrajan, t a letter from a
heathen philosopher ta a heathen Emperor,
testifying ta the customs and character of Chris-
tians in those early days, on any other than the
Christian hypothesis.

XII. We may ask him to explain how Chris-
tianity, unaided as Mohometanisn was by the

It is suich that no human being could! have invented
i Lmut bave buen copied frorm an actual original. . . .
No one can invent aner tiis fashion. Ancl icst of ail

oidJ',,have donc so, for this was flot by aîmy mcallil
the ideai of their rnindo. , . . Howcomes il that men,
not even léarned, contrlved to represent a character every
way deparrig front tijeir n ational type "-LUTIARDT,
Pandamcnf Truls of Christfianitj, lect. X.

Tat the mmd of eal ft beUigs should conccii e ;e
thle general notion of sucli a en-an would be a m'iraole;
while that such a notion should bc carried out vith suc
v vidaest by authors who erc, at ait 6vente, orignaiiy
uneducated, and Lt tiret independent of echi other, wuuld
have been, unless the Man bad really lived, and had bcen
seen bv them, not merely a miracle, but an impossiHbility'.
-Wiss, clted In Luthardt.

t The îFith Eplatie of the 10th Book. A translation wll
be found In most histories 0f the Church.

sword, and forbidding, as Mohemetanism did
not, ail sensual gratifications,* should have
spread in tbe way it has among ail the most
intelligent races of the earth, without superna-
tural aid.†

XIII. We may ask him ta point out what
other cause but Christianity put an and ta glad-
iatorial combats.‡ mitigated the barbarisu of
war, raised the condition. of woman, provented
polygamy, proclaimed the sanctity of marriage,
abolished slavery. aud finally, established on a
truc basis tho rights of man.†

XIV. We may ask him to show how it is
more unreasonable ta believe that God existed
from al] eternity than to beliove that the world
so exists; if there is, in fact, anything more un-
reasonable in balieving in a First cause than in
a first man, Or even in a protoplasm.

XV. We may ask him ta show how it is more
unreasonablo to believe that a world full of de-
sign had a designer, than that a wat.eh or a
1team-engine had an intelligent makor».**

XVI. We may ask him ta prove how, though
the watch a steani-engine must have had a
maker, the maker of it hinisolf nover had one.

XVII. Wo May ask hin, finallv, ta explain
how it is, if it benot divine, that ' the Chriistian
doctrine,' to use the admission' of one of its bit-
terest assailants, †† ' has a power of cultivating
and devaloping saiitliness which has had no
equal in any other creed or philosophy.'

G. J. CowrEY-BRowN
Incumbent of St. John's, Edinburg.
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ST. STEPHEN.

The fact that ta St. Stephein wast accorded the
honor of boing tho first martyr, has tended ta
withdraw tho eyes of the Clurch fi"' m another
singular honor granted him, that of being the
sola aye-witness of' the ascanded Christ-Christ
at the right hand of God. The Martyr of the
Ascension ha might proporly bo called. Ta
him was reserved the honor of witnessing ta
the fulfilment of tho words of Christ, I" Iere-
after shall the Son ofMan mit on tho right band
of the power ai God," hefore the vory council
which had condomned Him for uttoing them
Standing in the presence of that same council,
-ha beomg full of the Holy Ghost, looked up

steadfastly into Heaven and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of
God ; and said, Behold, Isee Hoavn oponed, and
the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.
And ail that were in the council looking stead-
fastly upon him, saw his face as it had been the
face of an angl." Beholding the glory of God,
ha lad been changod into tho same image, God
Himself thus satting Uis seal upon His servant,
in manifest token of the truth of His servant's
words.

The Church has no more beauti ful typa of the
heavnly miuded Christian than St. Stephan.
Surrounded as ho was on ail sides by enemies
who " gnuased upon him with their teeth "-
fitting symbol of the foes and tomptations wh ich
beset the child of God in a1l ages--he firmly
and deliberately "shut his eyce from seeing avili,
aud "Iooked up steadfastly into lIeaven." The
resuit was that the promise ta those who thus
shut their eyes from soeing evil, was fulfilled to
him : ho "saw the King in MBs beauty, and bc-
held the land that was very far off."
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