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a patient rector, would reflect dignity and honor
upon the Church in the eyes of an on-looking
world, and would quicken the life and efficiency
of the parish more than all the tricks of speech
or sensational charms that both preacher and
parishioners could possibly insert.—R. N, P,
in North-East.

SOME OF THE DIFFICULTIES OF
UNBELIEF.

‘The favourable position for an Infidel is that
of an objector. When he is forced to recognize
the necessity of having something positive on
his own side, he finds his own difficuities greater
than thcse over whieh he has been exulting in
the case of his antagonist.

Bisgor FiTzGERALD in Ai:is to Faith,

Christian Apologists have generally confined
themselves to answering the objections of un-
believers. It may be well, however, to require
unbeliavers to answer the objectiors to their
own scheme. We must carry the war, in fact,
into the enemy's country, Our Lord, we find,
though perfectly prepared to give an arswer,
often thought good thus to turn the table on his
adversaries. ‘I also will agk you a question,’ wa
hear Him say. To the teachable, to those who

simply ask for information, to the really honest
inquirer ard seeker after truth, we cannot be
too considerate; but to those who, in the spirit
of the Scribes and Pharisces, of the Saddueceecs
and Herodiaus of old, try to entangle us in our
talk, or seek to justify their own unbelief, we
may well point out the weak places in their
own armour, which they imagine so impone-
trable. It may, at all events, serve to show
that they are not so secnre in their position as
they fancied, and that there is more to be raid
on the other gide than they supposed. With
this view, we have here bronght together some
of the things which the unbeliever must be re-
quired {o explain before we can be expected to
to abandon what, at least, seems to us more
probable and reasonable than the system he
offers to substitute for it:

I. We may ask him, for instance, to explain
the present condition of the Jews, so exactly
answering to the predictions of their own Pro
Ehets; fulfilling prophecies proved to have

een uttered centurios before the event; pro-
phecies which were guarded, as they still aro,
by the Jews themselves with jealous care; as
that they should be dispersed among ali the
nations, that they shounld become a proverb and
a byword, that Jerusalem should bo overthrown,
and the rest.¥

Il. We may ask him to oxplain how the Jow-
ish Sabbath, the Passover, Circuncision, and
other religious rites, still observed by the nation
of the Jews, in whatever lands they may bedis-
persed, and observed long before the coming of
Christ, as we know from other testimonies than
the Bible, came to be observed on any other
grounds than those recorded in tho Bible.

III. We may ask him to explain how the
writers of the Gospels, known to have been
-published shortly after the events they narrate
((they are quoted in the two Apologies for the
«hristians addressed by Justin Martyr in the
earlier part of the second century to the Senate
and people of Rome, and to the Emperor An-
toninus Pius) how these writers could state
that certain things notoriously happened, and
make mention of the names of certain well-
known persons, as Anpas and Cuiaphas, the
chief of the priests among the Jews at a certain

¢ pfozley,in his Ruling Ideas in Karly ges, Lect.i.,
refers thus to the promise m-de to Abraharu:* There is
the praphecy befere us,anpported by the whole history and
tradition of & nation. Nor could it be ntherwise than gra-
‘tuitous for even a sceptic, however he may 'eject the In-
apiration, to deny that this prophecy extisted, that it was
«©0f the nature here described, and tha' it dates frem this
primitive era. Abrabam in that eariy Jdawn of history,
with polytheism and idolatry all around him, sawhis own
creed trimmphant in the world ; he predicted his triumph,
and the prediction has, as 8 matier of fact,com= true. It
is triumphant. The Creed of Abraham has become the
oreed of the civillzed world.”
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date, or Pontius Pilate, the Roman Provurator, |

in connection with those events, without being
at once confuted, as, if these things had been all
a fiction, they must needs have been. The
statements wero made at the time; they were
not confuted (as they could not have been con-
futed) at the time. The inference is that they
took place as related.

1V. We may ask him to explain how St.
Paul could kave written several published let-
ters full, according to the unbeliever, of fulse-
hoods, without having been at the time convict-
ed of the falsehoods; how he could have appeal-
ed to those to whom he wrote with reference to
certain events which took place in their pres-
enee, if those events had not taken place. The
inference must be that what he said was true.
He need not be a knave, he would have been a
fool, to challenge thus his own easy confuta.
tion.

Y. We may ask him to explain how those
who emphatically taught men to speak the
truth, who chose todie (and many of whom did
actually die) rathor than be guilty of falsehood,
could unite to palm off upon the world the most
olaborate system of falsehood (which if it is not
truth it must be) that was ever invented : how,
in a word, good men could all agree to do so
bad a thing. Bad men could not invent the
Gospel, and good men would not. The inference
can only be that it is no invention, but a true
narrative.

VI, We may call upon him to explain how
Jowish Publicani and fishermen, with such very
different models before them of what was then
most osleemed among them, could have sketch-
ed tho marvellous portrait and personality pro-
sented in the Gospels if they had not had among
thom the living Original *

VIL. We may call upon him to explain, on
any othor hypothesis thau that of a Divine in-
apiration, the differonce between the Gospels
and all contemporary Jewish and apocryphal
Christian literature. .

VIII. We may ask him to explain how it
comas to pass that the two Sacraments of Bap-
tism and the Supper of the Lord have becn
celobrated in various parts of the world forup-
wards of eighteen hundred years, from the time,
that is, whon Jesus Christ, aven according to
the independent statements of contemporary
heathon writers, was on earth,—celebrated as
we know they have been trom the statements of
other than Christian writers,—if the account of
their origin as contained in the Gospels bo not
the true one.

IX. We may ask him to explain how the
Lord's day, commonly oalled Sunday, has been
universally observed in tho Catholic Church as
a weekly memorial of the Resurroction of Christ;
and how other days, such as Christmas, Good
Friday, Asconsion Day, have been likewise ob-
gerved in memory of certain events from the
earliost times of Christianity, if the cvents of
which they are memorial never took place.

X. We may ask him to account for the exist-
ence of a distinct body of clergy from the time
of the Apost es to the present day.

X[. Wemay ask him to explain, for example,
tbe letter of Pliny to 'Irajan, T & letter from a
heathen philosopher to a heathen Emperor,
testifying to the customsand character of Chris-
tians in those carly days, on any other thanthe
Christian hypothesis.

XII. We may ask him to explain how Chris-
tianity, unaided as Mohometanism was by tho

¢ Itig such that no human being could have invented ;
it must have been copled from an actual original. . . .
No one can inveat after this fashion. And least of all
could Jews have done o, for this was not by any means
the ideal of their minde, . Howcomesd it that men,
not even learned, contrived to represent a chardcter every
way departing from their national type °—LUTHARDT,
Fundamental Truths of Christianity,lect. X.

‘That the mind of sinfu1 beings should concelve even
the general notlon of such a man would he a miraele ;
while that such a notion shouid be earried out with such
vividness by authors who werc, at all events, originally
uneducated, and at first independent of each other, wuuld
have been, unless the Man had really lived, and had bcc?
seen bv them, not merely a miracle, but an impossibility’,
—We1ss,cited in Luthardt.

+ The Y7th Epiastle of the 1{th Book. A translation will
be found 1n most histories of the Church.

sword, and forbidding, as Mohemetanism did
not, all sonsual gratifications,®* should have
spread in the way it has among all the most
intelligont races of the earth, without superna-
taral aid.}

XIII. We may ask bim to point out what
other caunse but Christianity put an end to glad-
iatorial combats | mitigated the barbarisw of
war, raised the cundition of woman, prevented
polygamy, proclaimed the sanctity of marriage,
abolished slavery. and finslly, established on a
true basis tho rights of mun.§

XIV. We may ask him to show how it is
more unreasonable to believe that God existed
from all eternity than to believe that the world
go oxists; if there is, in fact, anything more un-
reasonable in believing in a First cause thanin
a first man, or even in a protoplasm.

XV. Weo may ask him to show how it is more
unreasonablo to belisve that & world full of de-
sign had a designer, than that a watch or a
~team-engine had an intelligent makor. *#*

XVI. We may ask him to prove how, though
the watch or steam-engine must have had a
maker, the maker of it himself never had one.

XVIIL. We may ask him, finally, to explain
how it is, if it benot divino, that ¢ the Christiun
doctrine,’ to use tho admission’ of one of its bit-
terost assailants, T “has a power of cultivatiog
and devoloping saintliness which has had no
equal in any other creed or philosophy.’

G. J. Cowrnry-Brown,
Incumbent of St. John's, Edinburg.

* 8oe Luthardl, FPuadamental Truths, lrel. Ix,

£ ¢ They that had overcome the world could not strangie
Chrlstianity ; . . . i Cloistianiy without violencs
or armies , . . . did nsemeibiy toen the world in o
Christian, and perscention mto vietory.—J k. 'AYLOR,
ser. Ix.on T he Fuith and Pativnee of the Sainfs.

1V The fipst Christian B oper-r may cindm the nononr of
the first ediet whieh condemued Lhe are &1 d amusement, of
streddlug human blood,” &e.—UITLON, ¢, XXX,

§* Oul of no phliosophy nnder the snn s the ldes of
the “ righty’of man " ssued. . . . . For any force they
{t,he words af ancient philorophers] had, the world might
iave gor e on in it old way till now, Eventh - sanguin-
ary sport of the gladiatolal shows was not interrupted by
them. and iLwis ot o hesxthen philosopher, huta Chirls-

tian devotee, who leapt into the etreus, and by the protest
of his death ~topped that one trlumph and exaltation of
Satar.—MozZL LY, leel, X
*e Heh ill. M
* Lemonde membarrasss, et je ne peut wonger,
Que cutto horlogo existe, et n’n pas d'hologer,’
VoLrarne.
++ Mr. Colter Morrlson, quoted In Lthe Quartesr!y Review,
July, 1887,

ST. STEPHEN.

The fact that to St. Stephon was accorded the
honor of being the first maityr, bas tended to
withdraw the oyas of the Church fr-m another
singular honor granted him, that of being the
sole oye-witness of the ascended Christ—Christ
at the right hand of God. The Martyr of the
Ascension he might properly be called. To
him was reserved the honor of witnessing to
the fulfilment of the words of Chriust, * Here"
after shall the Son of Man sit on the right hand
of the power of God,” before the very council
which had condemned Him for uttering them
Standing in the presence of that same council,
“he being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up
steadfastly into Heaven and eaw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of
God; and said, Behold, 7 see Heaven oponed, and
the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.
And all that were in the council looking stoad-
fastly upon him, saw his face us it had been the
face of an angel.” Beholding the glory of Goq,
he had been changed into tho same image, God
Himself thus sotting His seal upon His servant,
in manifest token of the truth of Ilis servant'’s
words,

The Church has no more beautiful type of the
heav.nly minded Christian than St. Stephen,
Surrounded a8 he was on all sides by enemies
who “gnushed upon him with their teeth "—
fitting symbol of the foes and temptations which
beset the child of God in all ages—he firmly
and deliberately “shut his eyee from seeing evil,"
and “ looked up steadfastly into Heaven.” - The
result was that the promise to those who thus
shut their eyes from socing evil, wus fulfilled to
him : he “saw the Xing in Ilis beauty, and be-

held the land that was very far off.”



