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sity in the dealings of God regarding them;
¢ neither is there a respect of persons with him /°
This proves the fidelity ot God to his unfailing
word, and demonstrales the omnipotent and un-
yielding efliciency, rather than the failure, of his
plan of moral governinent ; ver. 6. _—
The Jews regarded their natural descent from
Abraham as a sufficient guaranlee that the
should never be natienally rejected of God. This
national rejection, however, was then fearfully

progressing. DProbably the faith of the Jewish.

converts al Rome required that this matter should
be cleared up, and the divine conduct towards
their nation justified. And this appears to be
the subject chiefly discussed in this chapter.

On this point he gives quotations from their
sacred national Scriptures, to shew that it was
the divine mode to make fearful example of those
who were unsubservient to his will. Prominent-
lv he mentions the case of Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, asan instructive/and admonitory instance.
That haughty monarch made the fearful experi-
ment of hard ‘ning his own heart, in perverse
opposition to the Most High; and, as a just pun-
ishment, God hacdened his heart still mare, and
<« made him lo stand” as an adamantine monu-
ment of this principle of the divine government;
ver. 17, '

St. Paul further demonstrates, that the differ-
ent branches of the chosen family of Abraham
had been sulijected to a diversity of allotment,
as regarded their external condition ; and-which
might be regarded as instructively typical of
this. The descendants of Jacob, and those of
Esau, were widely different in their circumstan-
ces; ohe being more and the other less favoured,
in that respect. In: the insiance of those two
more immediate children of Abraham, Isaac was
selected in preference to his brother Ishmael, as
orizinating the line by which the promised Sa-
viour should descend to bless the world. It
j3y in this sense we are to understand the ex-
pression ¢ Jacob have Iloved, Eseu have I hated ;7
ver. 710 13.

To say that the holy and compassionate Jeho-
vah, from his ¢ sovercign good pleasure,’” eter-
nally ¢ hated”? Esau, as an individual, and put
it absolutely out of his power to be eternally
,saved, would be a miserable and mischievous
misconstruction of this portion of inspired Scrip
ture. And to conclude that, from baving
s hated >’ bis person, God had, from all eternity,
reprobalted cither Esau, or any other individual,
to everlasting -damnation, would be fo give as
perverca an intorprotation to the meaning of the
apostle, and as contradictory to the most plain
and posilive Scriptures, as could be desired by
the father of lics! :

In his argument on this subject, St. Paul
Jeaves the inference that the divine procedure,
both with respeet to Ishmael and Esau, and also
their descendants, was fully consistent wilh inf
nite goodness and equity. But the patemnal
eleclion of the believing Jews and Gentiles as
his evangelical Isracl, and the solemn reproba-
tion and rejection of the unbelicving, even from
among ibe descendunts of Abraham, are transac-
tions of the divine government which have been
determined, on principles Jong and opeénly avow-
ed, and in accordance with precedents in'the
past rocedure of Heaven, which are eternally
worthy of ¢ the God of Abraham ;* ver. 14.

This, asyve have observed, is therefore rather
demonstrative of force than of failure in the di-
vine government. It hence awfully redounds to
the honour of that administration, and to the
eternal dishononr of those whp had thus < fifled”
themse)ves for nolhing else than the ¢ desiruc-
tion®? to which, ¢ because of their boll'ef,” they
haé been consigned, On the other hand, the
richest and most remarkable displays of divine
zrace and mercy are made in. hi's compassionate
Jealings (irrespective of all national consideran
tions) towards all those who helieve in Christ.—
such are enrolled among the New Testamont
Israel, < not of the Jews only, but also of the Gen-
tiles.”? -

No just objéction, then, lies against tte divine

< potfer,?® who, on.these invariable principles of
righteousness, has acted towards the believing
and the unbelieving maral < clay,” which lfe
fonnd in ¢ the same [naliona}] lump.” Theic
divetsity of moral standing has been divinely
and treméndously  discriminated. ~ And God has
ap ointed, ¢ one_lo be g vessel.unlo honour _and
another (o dishongw > Bul, by their aclion,

. |of impiety that prevailed among the Jews of

respectively, in reference to the gédpel, each
turned the scale of his own destiny, and solemn-
ly and inevitably necessitated the ¢ ,Greqt Arbi-
ter,”” so'to appoint him'; ver. 18—26. .

This is the conclusion to which thre argument
is brought, at the close of the chapter. That,
by the ¢ultivation of the Abrahamic faith, the
once disparaged Gentiles had .been brought to
experience the blessings of the Abrahamic. co-
venant : while the long favoured Jewish nation,
who had denied the faith of their great and good

rogenitor, were also denied those privileges be-
onging only to such as justly claimed the cha-
racter of being his children. The sinful temper

that generation, led them to-cavil and scorn them-
selves into a slate of absolute disbelief of ¢ the/
glorious gospel 12 For .4¢ they stumbled ot thab
stumbling stonc;? ix. 32,

Those expositors who teach. that all this sin
was pre-ordained of God, and that the Jews
could no more avoid it, than a vessel can help
being what the itresistible pressure of ¢ the pot-
ter’s®? hand causes it to-be ; in our humble opin-
ion riost grievously misconstrue the true signifi-
cation of the Eassagc, and, though witliout fresh
intention on their part, cast a direfu} discredit on
the holy admin'stration of compassionate Hea-
VFIII-! ?"‘,‘ Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
right ’

Reserving the continuation of the Analysis,.

1 remain, )
Dear Sir, yours,
AN HUMBLE EELIEVER IN A MILLENNIUM YET TO
- %\BE FRODUCED BY THE GospeL oF CunrisT,
ear Lake C'/Aamplain,}
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THE FAMILY CIRCLE.
THE HAPPY HOME, -

Y REV, JOSIN S. C. ABBOTT.

He whe has truly a happy’ home, has ajmost
every desirable earthly blessing. There are com-
paratively few bappy homes on eaith; and we
desire, by the following reinarks, te show our
readers how this blessing may most effeciually be
secured.

et us, in imagination, enter this splendid man-
sion on Beacon street, in Boston. It arrests the
admiring eye by its massive grandeur. Passing
through the spacious hall you enter catly in the
evening, the parlor, adorn d with every conveni-
ence and luxury which wealth can furnish. The
most costly paintings, in vich gilt frames, orna-
wenl ‘the walls. A" brilliant chandelier is sus-
pended from the lofty ceiling, illuminating with
its clear flame, the whole room, with a radiance
hardly sarpassed by that of the noon-day sun.
Imperial carpets are spread over the floor, so
thick and solt, that a velvet cushion wonl! be
hardly more yiclding to the pressure of the foot.
Criinson damask curtains, mingled in delightful
contrast with the finest embroidered muslin, hang
in graceful drapery over the windows, glazed
with plate glass, almost as transparent as the
atmosphere itself.  Sofas, and lounges, and di-
vans, of the most luxuriant patterns, and of satin
covering, invite to soit indulgence. Mirrors, ex-
tending from the floor to the ceiling, reflect the
light of this gorgeous apartment, and invests the
whole resplendent scene with mysterious and be-
wildering magnitude. Italy and China have fur-
nished vases to adorn the rich mantel. Statuary
from the chisels of Greenough and Chantrey, em-
bellish appropriate niches. Plate of massive sil-
ver glitters upon the side board.  Costly engra-
vings, and books in thé richest editions of the
London press, are lying upon the centre table;
and arm chairs, of luxurious capacity and soft as
down, entice to voluptuous enjoyment. -

There are ladjes moving about the apartment,
ladies who were cradled in sumpluousness, and
have ever been lapped in indulgence; and the
are adorned with the richest fabrics of Frenc
and {talian looms. Each pleasant day the carriage
is at the door, and they take their morning ride;
throngh the delightful rural districts of Brooklin
and .of Doichester, with obsequious servants,
ohedient to every desire. -‘There are children in
this family, and in the bright and sunny morn-.
ings of summer, a careful servant draws them in
their little carriage, rocking upon stecl sarings,
along the gravelled” walks of Boston Common,
under the shade of-the over arched elms.: The
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father of this family, has property invested in al
valuable stocks, and his ships are exploring every
sea. The nett annual profits of his business ar¢
peshaps, fifty or sixty thousand dollars. ¢ Surely ,3
says the reader, ¢ this must be a happy family.—.
Here alil the ingredients of earthly joy.” Such
a family may be happy, but these exiernals do
not make it so. We had almost said, they have
no tendency to constitute happiness.

Let us suppose that the passions of the membeys
of this family are uncultivated and unsubdued. -
The father comes to his home in the evening,
irritated by lhe petly annoyance of busincss.—
Always accustomed to domineer, he is the tyrant
in his family, and when thwarted in any of his
 plans, the ebullitions of his rage cast their gloom
around his fireside.  In his fretful humours, he
stalks through his pailour like the chanted hyena,
and ncitber wife nor child can win from him a
kind word. RHis children, accustomed to these
outbreaks of petulance an rage on the part of
their father, have lost all respect and affection for
him. They regard him with noreverence. They
greet him with no kind attentions.  Their only
object is to teaze from him as much money a3
they can, tosquander in extravaganca. Rrought
up under such influences, they are heartless, emp.
ty minded girls—mere fancy articles; and are
strangers to any joy but that of outshining their
rivals in the pomp and pride of life. They hard-
ly know the meaning of the woril happiness,

¢ Father,’ says one to another, ¢ has comne home
to night as cross as he can be. 1 do wish he
would go to England again and stay there.—
There is no living in the same house with him.’,

The mother is, perhaps, a vain and weak
minded woman. - Her husband has sooften detec-
ted her in petty acts of deceit, to accomplish her
wishes, that he treats her with the most contemy-
tuous neglect. She is atcustomed to.be trampled
upon at home, and though she dressesher coun-
tenance in smiles when her fashionable friends
call, she passes many hours in inoping melan-
choly.

Now and then, the thoughts of death will
force themselves—unwelcome intruders—to the
minds of the members of this family. They ride:
to Mount Auburn, and there i3 the embellished
tomb, where moulder the remains of one who a
few days before met them in the By assembly,
where ¢ music’s voluptuous swell® dispels for a
time all thoughts of death and judgment. An ac-
quaintance dies, and cold courtesy compels them
10 atiend the fumreral. And there, in the dark-
ness, they cannot repel the terrible reflection,
that they too must J;e. The gloomy thought
sends fainfness to the heart, and paleness 10 the
cheek. They are living in the world without
God. They are rejecting the Saviour. And deatb,
the terrible foe to the unprepared soul, is cominy
with giant strides upon them. Thus are the
truly joyless.  All this external show of wealth
and snlendour, is but as the garnishing of the se-

ulchre. 1L but veils the desolation of the empty
eart. Weoftenread of misery in rags. There
is also misery clothed in purple and fine linen.

Trom this scene of outward luxury and splen-
dor, but of real wretchediiess, let us, in imitation,.
visit this log house, in one of the vallies encir-
cled by the White Mouatainse The Saco river,
there a litile -treamlet, ripples over.its pebhly
bed a few rods in front of the dwelling. The hum=
ble edifice is huilt of unhewn logs, and contains
but 6ng room. Two rough pine boards, nailed
together, constitute.the only door; and a wooden
latch, opened by a leathera string passing through
a ghblet hole, is the only fastening. The fire-
place is rudely fashioned of stone, in one corner
of the room, and a large flat slate stone, makes a
smooth ahd pleasani hearth ; and the bright flash-
es of an immense wood fire blazing on the hearth
in a cool October evening, illuminate tte whole
apartment. “Amang the articles of furniture you
see a spinnitig-wheel, and two or three straight-
backed chairs, with bottoms braided with the thin
fibres of the ash tree. - “Chere is smoking before
the fire, in a small tin pan, a cake of lndian meal,
which is to compose the supper of this lowly fa-
mily. Tiwo little children, a girl and a boy, are
sitting "in vne corner of the spacious fire-place,
building little tionfires with splinters of pitchpine.
The mother is busily miking preparations for the
evening repast. The father having just returned
from the labours of the day, is sitting before he
hearth, cheerfully talking with his w.fe, and by

dwner of ¢his magnificent establishment, and the

the bright glow of tbeir rock maple fire repairing



