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Fishing for Ouananiche.
"lThe Home of lte Ouananiche " was

briefly described in the June nner of
TISE LAND WE LIvE IN, and the taie of ils
discovery by the Jesuit missionary De'
Quen was briefly told in the saine nutuben,
having been iargely dnawn from the dis-
coverer's own letters. Muci nmore concera-
ing Father DeQuen, Iliat can scarcely fail
10 be of interest 10 eveny visitor 10 lte
great lake with wbose name ils bistory
nunst ever renuain associated, is f unîîislied
by lte present writer lu bis IlStory of
Three Skeletons" pubiished lu The Week
of Toronto in i-ts issue of Julv 3lst. To
pursue Ibis subject further. luere and now,
would be foreiga 10 the intention of lte
present paper, wicb is 10 fulfil the promiise
nmade in the June nuitber of TiiE LAND
WE LîvE IN, of a description of the man-
ner of taking the Ouanuwicbe, and of the
remarkable sport wltich il affords tbe
angier. How many of your readers bave
ever seen a ouananiche ? To even eat one
in good condition, il bas blîberto been ne
cessary 10 go 10 Lake St. John, or at all
events to corne 10 Quebec. 1 bave il froni
uny friend Kit Clarke, tbe enhertaining au-
thor of that charming little volumue
IlWhere the trout htide," tat prior 10 the

present season, no ouananîiche was ever
eaten in New York city. I believe that by
taking advantage of the closest railway
connections between Gotharn auJ the home
of the ouananiche, a few anglers bave been'
8uccessful Ibis year ini getting speciniens
of Ibis beautiful fish upon the dia ing'tables
of friend la New York, lu good condition,
but ils flesh is as delicate as il is tooth-
soine, and that implies extraordinary care
in its preservation, packing and ship-
ment.

I have neyer yel met with a better de-
Eoription of the ouananiche than that i

have aiready taken the li-
60q- bertyof quoting inu"llauuts

of the Ouananiche " fronm
Mn. J. G. Aylwin, Creigli.
ton of Ottawa. Ia a paper
in Scribner's Mr. Cneigh-
ton says:

la appearance a fi'eslt'
mun salmnon and a fresi mun
Ouananiche do not difrer
iinuiel muore than sainton
froîin diflèrent, rivers. Thte
back of a Otiananiche is
greener bluie aud ini a filh
just, ont of water cati be
seen lo be- iniakel with
olive spots, scîtîething like
the verîtiiculat ions ou a
trouit. lThe silvery sides are
tîtore iridescent, the X
mîarks are mtore mnnerous
and le-s sltar'ply det'iiied
the patches 0f bî'onî x, pUi;"
pie and green oit the ,i111-
coveris are larger anîd miote
br Lil liant, an([ w 11h tteni tue
several large round 1lackc

Z spots. As the n'ate;' g'ows
wanî,l the briglît hues get
JuIll and toward autitîni
thte rwsty mcd coloti' and
lîooked iower jaw of the

spawning salnion develop. As the Onana.
niche, unlike te salion, füeds contiitu-
ously audJ lutch heavier and swifter wa-
fer Iban salmnon lie in, it bas a slîunier
body and larger fins, so that a five pound
Ouananiche cam leap bigber and oftener
Ilian a gilIse and igbit like a heu pound
salmon. The Ouananichte is inuch longoer
Iban a Iront of the saine weigtzh; a five
pounder, for exampie, is 25 luches long,
twvelve in girtb and looks like an eiglît
pound salmon. Now and tdien F:olitary fish31
of great size are seen, but tlîey are inten -
sely wary and carefuly guarded by the de-
mton of 111 Iinek."

Messrs. W. H1. Il. Murray andi Kit
Ciarke liave also paînted iuîteîesting peu
pictures of this no'ed fisît, though I have
very serions donbts about te cot-rectuiess
of its indentification wil lth le iand-locked
salmon of te Rangeley lakes, wilîi is
cîained for it hotu by "Forest aud Streamn"
and by the anthor of Il We'e the Iront
bide." Mr. Walter Bracket of Boston,
wbo is as clever an artis.t lu te killing, as
he is in te painîting of aIl] species of North
Americat salniouid;e is îny authoritv for
the statemneît Iliat lte fresh water saînton
of Lake St. John is distitignishable froin
the llangeley species by having a geatr
width of tail aud larger spots upon lthe
side of the lîead. Mr. Clarke lias tiot failed
to point ont that Il in Lake St. Johni alone
does lie displav bis aîîîaziug aud obstinate
strengtb, bis inarvellooins finesse, bis tein -
peshuous somnersanîts and bis treniendous
fightiug qualities."

The favorite fislîiîg ground for onana-
niche lias been hithento lthe Grand Dis-
charge of Lake St. Johin. Anglers whîo
have suflicieut limie to spare for it, are now
comînencinz 10 ascend the Peribouca aud
other tributary rivera of lthe great lake,
wbere fish of an enormous suze auJ lu very
great nuibers are taken. Most anglers
will be satisfied lîowever with eiglit pound
flih, and a ouananicb of Ibis weiglit was
taken a few days ago at the Grand Dis-

charge by Mr. Lewis Webb of New York.
The prize was takea on the IlProfessor "
fl and killed after a struggle of tifty min-
Utes. Five and six r.ound fishi are being
continnally taken here, and Mr. Young
of the Cornwall Ji'reeholder took twenty-
six in one day's fishinog ]ast week. The
ouanîaniche is usually taken here ln the
scume-overeti eddies, dotted wîtbi inseet
life, wberethe hunirry gamne-fish lies 1in
ain bushi below, waiting to 5spring ulpon his
prey as soon as his favorite fly floats
around. The rapids of the Discharge are

îngnficently wildi, and it is a thrilling
sens,,ation to shoot theut in tt îe varions
channels that %%a7ît the Tlîousand Islands
of the great lake's ontiet, w'ith notbing
but the ututored skill of thp dusky guides
and a sheet of birch bark b)etwveen voit aud
eternily. If' you are a novice aI tiie sport
v oU uttoy~atieurs w-111 guide nui i n tiv? Fe-
lection of'the proper fly, and ini the îuos4
probableît localtty f'or a t'ast A " Coaich.

%vn, ith bis white wvings clipped off'
iîlakiug a " ionhackle " w il b a green
or1 brouze colored fnizzy body, a II Silver

Lordi Baltimtore " or Il l>arniacliene
Bl,"eachi and ail of these art' aîniongqt

the niost killiing flics for oananichie. Occa-
t.ionaily, the t!anie of %vIîicb voit are ini
searcli, floats abot so near to flie surface
of tbe wv,;ter, titat a nutuiiber of dorsal fins
inay be seen nioving aronind tlirougb tbe
creamny scui that bas corne dowil laden
w itli insect life froîn the overflowing cburn
of yonder rapids. Presently, the gay de-
ceit with whicli you bave beensinm g
the creamyv surface of tbe pool disappear8,
with a swirl upon tbe water and a tug- upoa
the fine, and your rod will be alternately
arched into a how by the enemiy whoîn you
have started ont to figlit, and suddenly
relaxed arain by the saine hieroic autagon'
ist as lie leaps repeatedly into the air la
bis frantic efiorts to be f'ree, like a galled
charger deter'mined to tbrow bis rider. In
atidit ion to bis leaps, your fish, if lie be a
iieavy one, may rua ont a good deai of line
and if tbe huinor strikes hit will get
awav down and sîîlk like any salmton. It
is not very long however until lie wake8 up
again to business, for lie knowýs notbing in
these rapids of the life of indolence and
luxurious ease that conduices to enervation
and ell'euîinacy. Tbe vcry excitemient and
îînirest of bis surrouudings render inact ivity
impossible to hlmi, ç%bile the physicai ex-
ertion uecessarily emipioyed ini bis constant
struggyles aîuid tlie in ighty forces of tbose
turbulent wvaters, insures for hlmii the pos-
session of that courage, agi lity and strengthi
that, inake bimi the recognized champion
of the flnny warriors of Canadian waters.
His leaps are prodigi1ous. Hahituated to
overcon.e obstacles to bis progress up
streami by throwving hiiniîseif over themn
tbrougb the air, bis skywvard boniersauits
and tonal contortions whlen hooked, leave
the angier little leisure for contemplation
w~hiie the struggle is in progress. It nottun-
frequently happens that the somnersanîte of
a Ounananiche result in a leap into tbe ang.
ler's canoe.

Amiongst those wlio have been most suc-
cessful tbis season in fishing for Ouanani-
che la the Perîbonca or the Grand Dis'
cbarge, and for trout in somne of the Pibu'
tary waters of the gyreat lake, may be m en-
tioned, in addition to the augiers aiready
referred to, Mr, J. H. Bottereli of Quebee,


