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CORRESPONDENCE.

MUSICAL CRITICISM.

Tv the Editor of the CANADIAN [LLUNTRATED
NEws. .

S1r,—It seems to me time that some ore, fir
the cause of art and truth, should speak on the
alove subject. T heutterancesofanews}»almr have
a kind of mysterious power; people feel almost
bound to believe newspaper criticisins, especially
when impersonal, as though dictated by some
unseen but potent spirit ; and it is for this very
reason the eritic should be at once capable and
conscientious. Who are the critics that write
the articles on concerts, the theatre, &e¢., &ec., in
our Montreul journals ¢ I have no hesitation in
saying that as a rule they are utterly incapable
of the task they assume. It would be far better
to coufine the notices to a mere statement of
facts than attempt what they evidently, from
the contradictory character of such eritiques,are
either unable or unwilling to perform. A com-
paratively worthless entertainment is sometimes
eriticised, (if indiseriminate *¢ pufting” may be
called criticisin at all), in the most favorable
manner ; while a really good one is stabbed to
death ; for such writing has, through the myste-
rious power of the press with the public alluded
to above, an injuriousinfluence in many ways,
aud often blights in part the prospects of many
a troupe of really fine artists.

[ may illustrate the position here taken by
cases of recent occurrence though they are only
illustrations of what is constantly transpiring.
The Wituess, in a recent notice of Mr. Harrison’s
concert, spoke of the orchestra especially in the
severest terms..  Now most musicians will agree
that Mr. Gruenwald as leader did himself credit ;
and that the players under him, considering that
they were (ol necessity) brought espeeially for
this concert and not an old organization, per-
formed the arduous duty of accompanying such
music &c., at least very respectably. This is a
case of eriticism, unfair fn-u:msu extreme and
losing sight of the ¢i cumstancrs. All eriticism in
which the state of the country, stage of civiliza-
tion of the people &c., are left out of account,
must be injurious.

As a second illustration take the eriticism of
the second Titiens' concert by the Ster. Why
stnch a change in the tone of tho eritic’s remarks
hetween Wednesday and Thursday ? Who is the
critic of the Stvr that so confidently dictates to
an artist of Mr. Sauret’s standing ? He must
¢ take Herr Joachim as his model rather than
Wienwiaski.,” Herr Joachim is a grand player, but
who ever hears of his compositions 7 Of what
¢ tricks ” was M. Sauret guilty ? He is singu-
larly careful and conscientious. Some, in conse-
yuence, consider him cold. It would be well had
we more such careful playing in young “artists—
and he sets a good example te many a confident
amateur.  Wenever heard the delicate, rich and
also grand music of Wienwiaski deeried before.
Fear not, Mens. Sauret, follow your careful,
studious ways and your career will be a bright one
in spite of carping critics. Besides, Mons. 8. does
play classic music; and he renders in noble
style the music of the best composer for the violin
of the present day, the illustrious Vieuxtemyps,
whose appreciation of his own reception in Ca-
nulda (Toronto) 1 am prepared to tell the public
is most covdial.” Speaking of classical musie,
we are reminded of the audacious criticisns of
Mons. Coutute in the Minerve. They have one
werit—they are clever-; and though “displaying
all the faults & young ma]kd']ikely to run into
us a eritic, they are unlike the eriticisms ap-
pearing in the other daily papers in that they
ave diseriwdnating.  One does know the position
Mous. Couture takes und maintains. Fora young
musician_he deals altogether too freely” with
names. He runs over a loug list of musicians
and treats- thent as oue of the great masters
might be authorized to dg. If M. Couture were
as discreet as he is clever, and his eriticisms took
into aceount owr civewmmstances more fully, we
should like them much. We join issue with
him on oue question. He would banish frem all
yerformances‘of the higher class all or almost all
but classic music.  Now is all the world of mu-
sical thought filled by classic music? We think
not. If it-were would people in their present
stage of culture listen to it ¢ Musicians might do
s0 ; but then music must be suited to those who
hear it or it fails in its purpose. This principle
ifapplied to literature would soon deplete our
shelves. We would not be satistied witf) Shake-
speare, Bacon, Milton, Chaucer, Spenser and
a few more—nor with all those usually called
classic—though we placed thewm tirst. No. The
various kinds of music now written have their
counterpart in nature and the wmistake consists
in not giving them their proper position. Let
clagsic music rank first, and as fust as possible
cducate people mp to the appreciation of it.

A street organ may do something for the cul-
ture of those who never hear better music than
it furnishes ; and who would silence them ¢
Certain it is that the best audience that can be
gathered together in Canada at the present time
would weary and surfeit of a long performance of
patrely classical mausic—inuch more of a succes-
sion of such.  We must say that we think the
style of criticism of the Canadian Monthly much
Letter suited to this country than either the in-
discreet and hypercritical productions of M. Cou-
ture or the st of the daily papers.

Yours &c.,
REaroN 1N Orrrrersy,

Montreal, Nov. 13th 1875,

LITERARY NOTICES.

Tue Atwastic for December presents wany
attractive papers.—Henry James, Jr., brings his
capital story of ¢ Roderick Hudson™ to a close,
and W. D. Howells gives two more chapters of
his new novel, ¢ Private Theatricals.” Charles
Francis Adams, Jr., contributes a second chapter
on “‘Railroad Accidents,” and Mrs. Frunces
Anne Kemble continues her entertaining <€ Old
Woman’s Gossip.” H. H. describes Coloralo
scenery under the title of ‘“ A Symphony in
Yellow and Red ;” F. B. Sanborn narrates the
closing scenes at Harper's Ferry in ““The Vir
ginia Campaign of John Brown ;” H. H. Boyesen
writes of ‘‘The Romantic School of Literature
in Germany ;” and Louise Stockton contributes
an excellent short story, entitled ‘ Kirby’s
Coals of Fire.” The Poetry of the number is by
C. P. Cranch, John Boyle O'Reilly, Edgar Fuw-
cett, and others. The department of Recent Lit-
erature contains reviews of Whitier's ¢ Mabel
Martin,” Russell’s ¢ Library Notes,” Mark
Twain’s ‘“Sketches,” and other recent books;
and those of Art and Music are well filled, the
latter being devoted to Dr. Hans vou Bulow’s
first coneert in the United States.

Tne Porviar Sciexce MoxTuny for De-
cember is a splendid number.—The contents are
Martineau and Materialisma, by John Tyndal,
F.R.S,, LL. D ; Opossums and their Young,
by Prof. W. 8. Barnard, (IHustrated); ldol-
Worship and Fetich-Worship, by Herbert Spen-
cer, ; On a Piece of Limestone, by William B.
Carpenter, LL.D., F.R.S. ; Strange Mental Fa-
culties in Disease, by Hezekiah Butterworth ;
Progression and Retrogression, by Prof. W. D.
Gunning, (llustrated) ;” Geography and Evolu-
tion, by °‘Lieut.-General R. Strachey, F.R.S.;
Diamond-Cutting, by Dr. A. C. Hamlin, Illus-
trated ; Reading as an Intellectual Process, hy
E. 0. Vaile ; The Deeper Harmonies of Scicnce
and Religion, ; Sketch of Principal Dawson,
(Portrait ;) Editor’s Table : The Nation on Ger-
man Darwinism ; Literary Notices : Smithsonian
Report for 1874, Bacteria and their Influence on
the Septic Complications of Wounds, Fire- Burial
among our Germanic Forefathers, Report of the
Curators of the Missouri State University, Na-
ture and Culture, ete. Miscellany : United States
Board for testing Iron and Steel, Stanley’s
Expedition, Putrefaction arrested by Pressure,
Meeting of the French Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science, St. Louis Academy of
Science, Is Consumption contagious ? Continuity
of the Guano-Deposits, Resuscitation ol the
Drowned, Intensity of Solar Radiation, etc.
Notes.

The December issue of Lireixcotr's Mica-
SINE, closes the sixteenth volume of this excel-
lent Monthly. The number before us opens
with a handsomely illustrated article on “Up
the Thames,” the second of a series on this in-
teresting river, by Edward C. Bruce. ¢ Sahara”
is the suggestive title of another illustrated ar-
ticle.  Frances Anne Kemble adds ¢ Notes on
the Characters of Queen Katharine and Cardinal
Wolsey in  Shakespeare’s Heury VIIL" the
scenes of which the writer has so often illustrated
by the magic of her voice and genius. ¢ The
Comrades” is concluded in this number. ¢ Car-
mela’’ is an exquisite poem by Emma Lazarus.
¢ Betrayul’” is also a fine specimen of an Ameri-
can poem by Sidney Lanicer. ¢ Medical Educa-
tion in the United States,” by H. C. Wood, Jr.,
M.D., is an able article on a subject of deepest
importance to the whole community. ¢ The
Atonement of Leam Dundus,” the serial of this
Magazine, increases in interest. ‘A Night of
Adventures,”” by Fitzedward Hall, is a very in-
tevesting descriptivoaarticle on travel in Iudia,
the writer bhaving passed some years in that
country in an official capacity. ¢ Our Monthly
Gossip” contains a variety of short articles of
interest, while the ‘¢ Literature of the Day” -
braces the usual reviews of new hooks. The
January number will hegin the new volume of
this Magazine, which we commend to our readers
as one of the most attractive published.

The December number of the GALAXY coutains
the opening chapters of a promising story by
Annie Howells.  The first {)m‘t is also given
of an interesting review of Walter Savage Landor,
evidently drawn from'his writings and published
biography. Albert Rhodes treats of the Marriage
Question in his lively manner. The paper on
Balzac is not as satisfactory as the writiugn
of Heury James, jr., generally are. There is
lack of clearness and precision in the critical re-
flections and the author assumes too much
knowledge of his subject on the part of the
general reader. Richard Grant White hasanother
of his queer articles--—-Cynicasterism, which is an
egoistical dissertation concerning dogs’ tails.
Dear Lady Disdain, Justice MeCarth's novel, is
continued through four chapters.  The poetry of
the number is good, including the contributions
of Willie Winter, Paul Hayne, Fsmeralda Bayle,
Lillic Blake and Rose Lathrop. Driftwood,
Scientific Miscellany, Current Literature and
Nebulae contain the usual quantity of interesting
and useful reading.

The St. NicROLAS for December contains a
number of rare articles and illustrations. We
may particularly refer to the Mewmoir of Hans
Christian Andersen, with portrait and autograph ;
the Legend of 8t. Nicholas, and ‘St. Nicholas
Day in Germany. We take this qgeasion also to
aunounce that the January number will be the
Holiday Number, and will be filled with good
things. 1t will contain the beginning of Bayard
Taylor’s serial, ““Jon of Iceland ;” a Hoosier
Fairy Tale by Eggleston ; Stories and Poems of
Christmas in the Arctic regions, in the far East,
and in our own clime,  There will be stories by
Louisa Aleott, Sasan ( ‘nnlidgn and Mrs, Piaz,
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with poemns by H. H. and Celia Thaxter. Christ-
mas pictures, riddles and games will also con-
stitute a feature. .

OUR CHESS COLUMN.

{?Saluiionx to Problems sent in by Correspondents
will be duly acknowledged

TO CORRESPONDENTS
H. A.C.F. Montreal. Solution of Problem No. 45
received, In reply to your first move, suppose Black
shonld play Kt to K 3rd, how could inate be accowplish-

_ed in the required number of moves ?

PROBLEM No. 46.

° By M. J. MURPHY.

 ————
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WHITE.

White to play and mate in three moves.

GAME 33mp.

Played at Glasgow for the Champion (up of the
Counties Chess Associntion. It is an interesting game;
the play onthe part of Black being very spirited.

(Two Knights’ Opening.)

WHITE.

BLACK.
(Rev. C. E. Ranken.) (Mr. Jenkins,)
i. PtoK 4th ¥ to K 4th
2 Ktto K B3rd Ktto Q B 3rd

3. Ktto Q B 3rd
4. Kt takes K P ()
5. K takes B
6. P toQ 4the
7. K to K sq (¢)

B to B 4th (a)
Btakes P (ch)

Kt takes Kt

Q to B 3rd (ch
Ktto Q B 3rd

8. B toK 3rd P to Q3rd
9. Bto Q B 4th BtoK 3rd
10. P to Q 5th (d) Kt to K 4th
11. Ptakes B Kt tukes B
12. P takes P (¢h) Qtukes P

13. B to Q 4th PtoQ Bdth
14. Bto K B 2nd Castles

15 PtoQ Kt3rd QRtoKBasq

Kt to K 6th (e)
Kt to K B 4th
K Ktto R3rd

. Q to K Bird
Rto K sq
Q to Kt 4th (el
K Kt to K Kr 5th

16. B to K Kt 3rd
17, QtoK 2nd -
18, Q to K Kt 4th
19. Qto K R 3rd
20. Bto K B 20d
2], K to Q 2nd

2. Kto Q3rd

B.KRto K Bay P to Q 4th

24. Kt takes Q P Ktto Q 3rd

25. B to K R4th QtoK Kt 3rd

26. K to Q B 3rd Q takes K P

7. K to Kt 2nd Q to Q 5th (¢h) -

2B. K to Ktsq Kt to Kt 4th

29. P to QR 4th KRtoK Bsq .,

30. K to R 2nd Kt to Q 3rd

31. Bto K7th R to K B 4th

32, B takes Kt R to K 7th

33 QtoQ B3ra R takes Kt

34. Qtakes Q P takes Q

35, B to K Kt 3rd R takes B P (¢ch)

36. K to R3rd R takes K Kt P
7. Rto KB 7th Ktto K 6th

32, R to Q B 7th (ch) Kto Qsq

3. QRtoQ Bsq Pto Q Gth

40. K R to Q B8th (ch) K to K 2ud

And White resigued.
. NOTES,

(@) 3 P to K Kt third is good play.

(b) This capture is sound, a. d ought to give White
the better game.

(¢) Very inferior to K to Kt sq. If in repiy to the
latter move, Black play Kt to Kt 5th, the suswer is Qto
Qsecond. ¥

(d) This manceuvre can only end in favour of Black.

(¢) The game now becomer highly interesting, and
from this point to the end, Bluck playsremarkably well.

GAME 541H.
Betwoen the late Mr. Staunton and an Amateur : the
former giving his Q Kt.
<L companion game to this appeared in our Chess Column
a fewmonths ago,
(Remove Black's Q Kt from the board)

Wiuire.—(Mr. Stauuton.) BLACK.—(Amateur.)
1. P to K 4th P to K 4th

2 PtoKBdth P takes P

3 K Ktto B 3rd P to K Kt 4th
4. KB to Q B 4th P to K Kt 5th
3. P to Q 4th P takes Kt

6. Castles P takes K Kt P
7. BtakesK B P (ch) K takes B

8. R tukes P (ch) K Kt to B 3rd
9. P to K 5th B to K 2nd
10. Q to K R 5th (eh) K to K Kt sq
11. P takes Kt B akes P
12. R toK Kt 4th (¢h) KtoK B

B to K R6th (¢ch)
4. Q R to K sq (ch)
And White resigued.

K to K 2ud.

SOLUTIONS.
Solutionof Problem No. 45.
W HITE. BLACK.
1. Q to Q 6th 1. Ktto K 3rd
Black has several ways
vfdefending the gawme, but
none better than this.
2. Rtukes Q B PP 2. Q to K 4th
3. R to Q B 8th (double ch)3. K takes R
4. Kt takes Q R P mate.

Solution of Problem for Young Players,
No. 44,

WHITE BLACK
1. Rto KKtsq (ch) 1. Kto Bsqg
Q2. Kt to Q7th (eh) 2. R takes Kt
3. Rto K 8th (ch) 3, K takes R

1. Rto K Kt Bth mate
PROBLEMS FOR YOUNG PLAYERS.
No. 435.

» WHITK BLACK.
K at K R 4th KatK Kt and
Q at K B 4th Q at Q 4th
BatK 7th - Rat QR 2nd
KtatK B 8th P atKR 2ud

K B2ud and K Kt i d
White to }‘luy und mate in three woves,
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*A FEW WORDS TO FEEBLE AND
1 DELICATE WOMEN.

By R. V. Prexer, M. D., of the World’s Dispen-
{ sary, Buffalo, N. Y., Author of *The People’s
i Common Sense Medical Adviser,” ete., ete.
i Knowing that you are subject to a great
| amount of suttering, that delicacy on your part
“has a strong tendency to prolong it, and the
longer it is neglected the more you have to endure
and the more ditfleult of cure yvour case becomes,
I, as a physiciun, who am daily consulted by
scores of your sex, desire to say to you, that I am
constantly meeting with those who have been
treated for their ailments for months without
being benefited in the least, until they have
become perfectly discouraged and have almost
made up their mind never to take another dese
of medicine, or be tortured by any further treat-
ment. They had rather die and have their suf-
ferings ended than to live and sutfer as they have.
They say they are worn out by suffering, and are
only made worse by treatment. Of any thing
more discouraging we certainly cannotconceive,
and were there no more successtul inode of treat-
ing such difficulties than that, the principles of
which teach the reducing and depleting of the
vital forces of the system, when the indications
dictate a treatment directly the reverse of the
one adopted for them, their case would be deplor-
able indeed. But, lady sutfercrs, there is a better
and far more successful plan of treatment for
you'; one more in harmony with the laws and
requirements of your system. ~ A harsh, irritat-
ing caustic treatment and strong medicines will
never cure von. If you would use rational
means, such as common-sense should Jdictate to
every intelligent lady, take such medicines as
embody the very best invigorating tonics and
nervines, compounded with special reference to
your delicate system.  Such a happy combina-
tion you will find in my Favorite Preseription,
which has received the highest praise from thou-
sands of your sex.  Those laiguid, tiresome sen-
sations, causing you to feel scarcely able to be on
your feet or ascend a flight of stairs ; that con-
tinual drain that is sapping from vour systein all
your former elasticity, and driving the bloom
from your cheeks ; that continual strain upon
your vital forces that renders you irritable aud
fretful,—may all be overcome and sulidued by a
persevering use of that marvelous remedy.  hive-
gularities and obstructions to the proper working
of your system are relieved by this mild and sate
‘means, while periodical pains, the existence of
which is a sure indication of serious disease that
should not be neglected, readily yield to it,
and if its use be kept up for a reasonable length
of time, the special cause of these pains is per-
manently removed. Further light on these sul.-
jects may he obtained from * The People's Com-
mon Sense Medieal Adviser,” in which 1 have
devoted a large space to the consideration of all
forms of diseases peculiar to your sex. This work
will be sent (post-paid) to any address on receipt
of $1.50. My Favorite Preseription is sall hy
druggists.

DO’MINIE)N
PLATE GLASS INSURANCE OFFICE
ALEXANDER RAMSAY,
37. 39 and 41 RECOLLET STREET, MONTRF AL,

Reference : Citizens’ Insurance Co.

12.22.52.250,
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Portable Ranges, the * Rich -
moud” and “Ewmpress.” Motta:
Perfection. at
L. J. A, SURVEYER.
24 Craig Street.
12-22-1.244. Montieal,

JAMES WRIGHT,
ROl Cralg St ect,
Manufacturer of
WoobD CARPETING, CHURCH.
Bauk, Store and Otfice 1it-
tings, Favcy Waiuscots, Par
quet Floors, Carving, Tuin

ing, Sawing, Planing, &c.
1st prize for Woad Carpet-

ing at Toronto and Ottawa

Exhibition of 1874 und 1875.

HOLIDAY TRADE.

We have in stock cases of assorted Toys as per meumo-
randum below :— .
8. No. A coutaius 30 doz. 50 styles, price per case 812.00
i 24 - 72 e GO

4:N\'%

N 4
e
A NRN

B - 18.00
5 - 24 60 27.00
G " 2 60 36.00
7 2 43,00

Orders by mail promptly attended to,
H. A. NELSOXN & SONS,
St. Peter &£t., Montreal, and Front &¢., T'orouto.

JAS. K. POLLOCK,
CARVER, CILDER,

Looking Glass, Picture Frame

AND
PASSE-PARTOUT MANUFACTURER.

No. 13 BLEURY ST., MONTREAL.
. 12-2-52-178.

SIGNOR J. HAZAZER'S
ACADEMY
DANCING AND DEPORTMENT
NOW OPEN.

12T 220




