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AOTS AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE
LATE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The roll of tho Assembly that met in
Halifax shows that 888 were entitled to
goats~-170 ministers and 168 elders. The
differenco was oaused by the Prosbylory of
Newfonudland, which being entitled to
sond one minigter and cne eldor, sont two
miniaters, The {wo bretbrem got their
soats, bui the Presbylery was told not to
do it again. Of the 170 there wers 10 that
did not come, and of tho elders 46 wers
absen}; accordingly the aolual attondance
was 272, The B8ynod of Toronto and
Kingston had the largest number of ab-
aentoer, as many as 19 elders and 8 minis.
ters failing to come.

Some days ago a friend ealled the atten.
tlon of the writer to the s'range ciroum.
atance that on the Qommitteo of Billg and
Overtures—the most important Committes
that meets during the deliberations of the
Assembly—ihere was but one minister from
the whole Province of Nova Scotla, namely,
Dr. MoGregor, and he had so many other
duties to-aitend to that he could very sel.
dom attend. In oonneotion with this, per-
haps beoanse of If, it is to be noted that of
the fiffy-nine members of the Board of

, Freneh Evangelization, only five, in other
words about one.iwelfth, are from the
Maritime Provinces, Aund tuat is not all,
Of the five, only one belongs to the Mari.
time Provinces; the other four came from
$he West not long ago. It may be that all
this is the resnlt of acoident so ealled; if it
be, it is an aecident that is not oalenlated to
fuspire the fullest confidence in the admin.
istration of the Board, We down here
thoughi we took someinterost in the French
Misslon, we must now see that wo were
mistaken, whon the Assembly or those that
contrived to pull the wires did not think
that men educated in the Maritime Pro-
vinces were fit to servo on the Board,

Turning to the atatisiionl tablus, there is
mouch there of interest to every lover of
our Chureh. Your correspondent turned
up, for the sake of comparison, tho Siatistics
of the late Canada Preshyterian Chiureh for
1870, that is to say seven years ago. Of
the 252 reporiing iu that year only 82 were
in receipt of a salary of $1,000 and up.
wards, that is about one-eighth of the
whole. This yearin the United Ohuroh,
aooording to the report of the Committee
on Siatistios, there sre 590 ministers and
all these did not report, but 121 of them,
or more than a fifth, are in receipt of sal-
avies of $1,000 and upwards, In 1870 the
highest salary paid to any one minister wae
$2,400, the minister being Dr. Ormiston of
Oentral Church, Hamiltoh. I am speak.
ing of course of $hose within the bounde of
Canada. This year the highest ia 84,200,
whioh was paid to Mr, Black by Ezekine
Churob, Monfreal. There are two other
congregations, indeed we may say three,
for Central Church has again come to the
front, that come very near to the maxi.
mum, ramely, Kuox Ohureh, Torento, and
8t. Panl's Chureh, Montreal. The averaze
all over the Church has not inorensed so
much as that perhaps during the soven
years, but the probability is that it was not
much short of it. In the Presbytery of
Prince Edward Icland, for example, the
fnorense during the iime mentioned bas
been very noticeable. In the year 1870
not one minister on the Island belonging fo
he Iate Presbyterian Churoh of the Lower
Provinces was in receipt of $600 per an-
num from his congregation—the average
was $406, This year there are three re.
ported as goiting $1,000 each ; nexi year
shere will be five or aix ; the average dur-
ing the paet year being $062, au inocrease
of fully sixty-two per cent. The cost of
living on the Island is cheaper than in any
of the other seaboard provinces.

Tt is to be regreited that this year has
shown baskaliding in the time at whioh the
atatisties some into the hands of ihe winis-
tors and elders. Last year they were
printed and put into the hands of members
of Assembly during the sittings of the Qouri

| in Toronto. This year they were not aeen

until ¢he minntes were published, a differ-
enee of sbout four monthe. The longer
thay are in appearivg the less service they
are of. It isneedless fo say that it is nok
the Convener that is in fanlt, it is the con-
grogations that delay in waking returns
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A FEW NOTES REGARDING METIS,
QUEBKOC.

Lo the meeting of the Qenoral Assembly
in Halliax this year, tho inmntes of Metis
Mange are indebted for visits frow three
of our ministers, The Rev., Mr, Cameron,
of Chateworth, accompanied by his son:
oame the woek before tho opening. The
folluwing Ssbbath ho preached for we, srd
addrossed the olasses whioh are hold in the
church. Afterwards wao visited a dying
man at the Bte. Flavie Bistion, about ten
miles distant. The Tuesdsy after, I ook
Mr, Camsron to onr sation (St Ootave.)
There I bad the pleasure of seeing & large
number of our reinisters, all Halifaxward-
bound. My appeatance was to them like
that of a ship to shose who, for saveral days,
have soou only sky and ses, I was the
firat Presbyterian miniater who had come
on board sines they left Point Levie. I
may here say that I am the only one be.
twoet: Point Tiovis on tho ono hend, snd
Dalhousie on the other—a distance in all
of fully 800 miles, Tho time for saluting
g6 many was very short. Finding that the
train was moving off, I had to disembark
very hastily, leaving some of my brethren
to puzzlo themselves with the questions,
#Whenoe did he come ? and, Whither did
he go?” Next day, accompanisd by Mvr.
Oameron’s son, I visited the dying man
already refarred to, This gave me an op-
portunity of seeing for s fow minutes sever-
sl othors of ovr ministers on their way to
the eapitalof Nova Seotia. On his return,
Mr. Cameron spent another Sabbath with
ue ; again he preached for me. Atterwards
we went to my Sabbath School, about four
riles distant, where he addressed parents
and children. In the ovening he conduot-
ed a meoting in Gaelio, whioh was a great
treat to those of my people whoso rmothor
tongue is that in which some believe Adam
and Eve conversed, (Acts xxii, 2,) The
following morning the Rev. Mr. Btraith, of
Paicley, paid us a visit, Next day be,
Mosers Camerop, Sen. and Jr., and mysel{
took the train—I for Rimouski. Onboard we
met a Inrge number of the brethren home-
ward bound., Some of them would have
visitsd the Manee if they had known a littlo
sooner that I live as near St. Octave Station
as I do. At Rimouski X met dMr. Adameon,
one of the Toronto elders, Intho evoning
I held a moeling, at which I had his aesist-
ance. During the following week I beld &
meeting at the Amqui Statlon. On my
retorn I met in the cars the Rev, Mr. Alex-
ander, of Norval, I suceecded in making
him prolong his vieit by three days, so that
he spent a Sabbath with us. As may
naturally be supposed, I made him work
that day. Boesides proaching for me, he
addressed my Sabbath Sehool in the affer.
noon, A Sabbath or two after, the Rov.
Mosirs Poacook, of the Oongregational
Obrxch, Kingston, and Torrance, of our
Chursh, Poterboro, did duty as my ourates,
the one at my regular station, the other at
my summer one, This enabled me, the
Presbyterian bishop of Metis—svery pastor
is a bishop—to spend a Sabbath in Rimous.
ki, Thers I mot Mr. Blaikie, another
Toronto elder, who with his wife and fam-
ily were spending a few days in that part.
On the following Tuesday I relurned home,
accompanied by Mr. Blaikie, who was
going to Sayabeo to fish, At the Sie.
Flavie Station we exchanged a few words
with the Rev. Messrs, Frazer of Bond
Head, and McQuarrie of Wingham, who
were returning from Halifax. These were
¢ the Iast roses of summer,” The follow-
ing Sabbath the Rev. Mr, Lindsay, of Sher-
brooke, Que., preashed for me at both
Stations. The next one, Mr. Patlersor, of
the Queboo Auxiliary Bible Soolety, presch.
od lor me at my regular station, and Mr.
Lindeay at the summer one. That day I
spent at Amqui Station ; in the morning I
proached, in the afternoon I had & Bible
Clarg, At the olose, I visited a family fully
a mile distant, the father of whish iz a
Romanisl, and the mother a Protesjant.
On my way back I oalled at a French
Canadian House whers I read poriions of
Boripture, and made a few reraarks there.
on. I was very ocourteonsly treated.
I preached again in the evening; as four
young French Oansdiavs were present I
sald a few words additional in Frenok.
Auvother Sabbalh morning affer, the Rev.
Mr., Longley of one of the Methodist
churehes in Montreal, preached for me; in
the afternoon I met the Rev. Mr. Heaney,
of Montreal, at my summer siation. Owing
10 weakness, ihe offecs of a sovero illness
from whioh he was recovering, he was not
able to take part in the exercises. Twice
I hiad the pleasare of & visit from him in
oompany with Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Thom-
son, of Quebes. On one oceasion I had at
the same Hime Mr. ‘and Mm. Longley al.
ready reforved fo. Anoiher weleome vidéor
was  Oo). Haultais, of Petesboro, who, on

diffexent ceessions, saw ihe imalde of the
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Manse. Daring tho visiting ssaen juet
olosed, the Munss wau enlivoned by vieits
from a goodly numbor of strangers, whoae
names I need not, howevor, mention. The
coileotions at 1wy enminer station aweunt.
ed to a triflo over $82. To the brefhren vf
other Churches as well a8 my own who
preached for me, I relurn my hearly

thanks May & rich blessing follow ihe
word ap ‘keu by them, T, B
Metis, Que.
SUSTENTATION.

Editor BarTisn AMERIOAX PRESBYTERIAN.

DEar S18,~Bince Writing you last I have
had fome ¥ new light" on the impraoti-
orbility of a Sustentatlon Sshome, Ihave
been told that an sbortive attempt was
made in Canada to establich a Sustentation
Soheme, and that the csuses which oper.
ated ngainet it then will operato atill. My
reply is—that Canads, now, is not the
Oanada of thirly years ago--that the ¢ Pres.
byterian Ohureh in Uanada’ is a very dif
forent Churoh from that one in which the
attompt was made, which met with such
signal non-success. That u scheme is oor-
oot in theory, aud has succseded, is a suf-
fiocnt auswer {0 the objeotibn that it is
* unworkable,” One sucocess in favor of &
plan is & muoh stronger argument on its
bebalf {han wmapy failures are against it.
¢ Try again Is a good adage. In Soot.
Iand the Scheme has been found praotio-
able, ¢ The Chalmerian foros that gave
the Soheme its launmoh™ in Sootland has
bad time, at least, to eubsidc.. It England
Buatentation has beent a sucoess, and there,
there has been no ‘¢ Chalmerian force.”
The want of large liberal congregations
here need not make the Scheme a failure.
Far more will depond on the acoamulation
of the littlos in oach cougrogation over the
Dominion.

I have been told again that the General
Assembly will never pass a law requiring a
qualifylng rate of §5 per membor on behalf
of the ¥und. That remains to be seen.
Sho bas gaid, regarding supplemented con-
gregations, that members muct give at the
rete of $4.50 per momber—not much dif
ference in the sum—not much differense in
the prineiple. * Do to others as you would
have othera do o you.,” Ifshe willnot re.
quire a rate of S, perhaps she will of $8,
or $2. “But what good? you say.
¢ That would not raise aunything like the
sum aimed at. Well, another {hing oan be
dono. Thers may be, ag in Ireland, a
Stipond Fand, apar! from the Sustentation
Scheme. Then there will still be an oppor-
tunity for congregations to ocompete with
each other in the matter of pastoxs’ salaries.
If the Agsembly should sce £t to adopt the
sliding soale of contributions at present in
operation in the Free Church of Scotland,
and now propossd in the Irish Church,
thevo will still be made to appear a large
difference in wministerial income.

It may be replied that a Stipend Fand,
apart from Sustentation, amounts to the
same thing as that oontemplated in the
overture from ths Presbytery of Toronto.
There is this difference—youn have nof as
yet the sliding soale referred to. Another
is that all the congregations do not neoes-
sarily become contributors to the Supple-
mental Fand, These are imporiant dif.
forencoe, Lot tho readers of the Brimism
AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN ponder them well.

“The soheme will deprive congregations
of the power of ‘starving out’ a minister,
and therefors will be opposed by some,”
This I have been told. The power referred
to cerfainly will not be furnished to the
extont that it is under our present Home
Mission Regulations, (sese Min. 1870, page
65, Reg. 5,) but that I think is one of the
great oxoollensies of a Susteniation Sokeme.
There i& a constitational way of geiting rid
of a minister when he eeases to do his duty
smong his people. I do not think there
are enough of songregations, in our Church,
to defeat s Bustentation measure on the
soore of eurtailed power over their pastors.
If thers are, the soonexr we know it the
better. W. BEaNBTT.

Springvills, Sept. 15th, 1877,

FrMaLx preachers are evidenily on the
inerease in Ameries. Some of these 1adies
underiske duly alone; while others are as-
oompanied by their better halves, who act
in the ocapacily of asistant. Here is &
osse in point., A oorrespondent, writing
from Indisnopolis, tells how a Methodist
Iady preached thers night after night for a
month to erowded congregations. Ex-
hausted natare at length gave way, and
ibe husband was brought in io seslst. The
lady wonld address ihe people at some
longth, and then, tuming {0 her husband,
oxclaimed : ‘‘Now, dear, youn pronounes the
benediotion.” Ou a recent Sandag we are
told that 00 less than mnine sermons were
presebad ia Indiamcpelis by women.

MISSION WORK IN MANITORA.

Mr. Eptror,~It i difflonlt for Prestiyter-
iangia Maaiteba to anderstand the po'ioy of
the Chuorohr below n refersnce to mission
work, whother Homa or Forpign,inMauitoba
sud the North-West. At Battloford, we
uondeystand, that fhers is quite a number
o1 seitlers, Governor Tairl and family
and ali govornment officials ara to reside
thero this winter, and thore {a 4o bo a de-
tachment of the Mounted Pollon stationod
at that point. Boimportants centrs should
be ocoupied at onea by a missionary of our
Charoh. Wa hear of no appointmont hav.
ing beon ysot made

Tho Rev. Mr, Stowart, who relicved the
Rev. Mr, MeKellar, has loft Prince Albort.
The Rov, M, Johnson, Teaoher, is thoe only
wissionaty wo have at that point now.
When the Gonoral Assembly transferred
the mission, as to Eaglich service, to the
H.M, Com,, was it nnderatood that there
was no need of appoluting any missionary
to take Mr, Stowart’s place ? Thero are
five stations at Priuco Albert, and tho get-
tloment is fast extending, If Mr, Jolmson
attends $o tho sobvol his hands are full,
snd who is{o care for the congregation ?
In spito of the romonstravce of the Pres-
bytery of Manitoba, and that, we believe,
of tho Bishop of Rupert's Liand, the mission
was invaded by Bishop MeLean. He hag
not, if report doeg not do him injustiee,
sorupled toapproachour Catechist at Prinee
Albert with » view to proselytise, What
botter opportunity could he ask than the
present to try his hand with the people.
If Mr. Johnron is left alone tho people will
be obliged to attond tho Episscpal service
part of the time, and an opportunity will bs
offered tbe bishop to try his favourite
game. This stafe of things was known
long ago snd steps should have been taken
to prevont any dieplay of the Bishop's pe-
culiar tactics.

Prince Albert is 500 miles west of
Winnipeg, and Battleford 670, Freightors
aro going west every weok now. Tho lact
of thewn will leave in a short time, If the
Chureh is dosirous of sending men at littls
exponse, atracgements should be mado
early aad the two ehould go together. To
hiro a speoial oonveyanoe snd guide is ex-
pengive, and goon even that mode will be
too late, The comfort of the gentlemen
going west right perhsps be takon info ac-
oonnt toc. TFor about 500 miles of the way
to Battloford there aro no housss. If is
neither agresable nor soothing to ths nexves
to drive all day and then pitoh your fent
on the leo side of & willow bush or your
whip-stock, when i{he ground ia covered
with snow and the merenry at zero. Bui
perhapa itis as well that men should en«
dare hardness early and thus prevent
grumbling afterwards. In the case of the
last three sent wes* this was the experience.
Messrs. MoKelinr, Stowart, and Johnson
left Winnipeg lato—~Myr, MoKollar as late
as tho beginning of Novoraber—and had
much needless sufforing belfore reaching
their deslination. They wers unable to
tako much baggage, and had not even
neceseary olothing during the winter,
Members of the committee may forget alt
this when away at the seaside or out duck-
shooting, but they wmust exenso ug in men-
{ioning such mattor-of-fact things as com-
fort in conneotion with mission work, If
the work of the Assembly is not too exhaus.
tive and the weather not foo relaxing
would it not be well to make such appoint-
ments in timo to enable men jo arrange
deliberately.

The wants of wsotllements withia the
Provines and immediately outside, Mr.
Roberison's letter laid bafore the Ohuroh.
For forty miles along the Little Saskatohe.
wan the Iand has baen taken upthis summer,
anl all along the base of the Riding Moun.
t&'n en the sonth, A number of families
hsve eeltled ithore alroady, and a muok
Iarger immigration is exposted next year.
Liast week the Factor of Liord Dunmore,
Sootland, anda Chief Fastor of the H.B. Oo.
went wost there with the view of making
arrangements for & Scoteh Colony. Taere
is work for a missionary a¢ oncs. Will
not the Churoh appoint a vigorous mau im-
mediately to take oharge and welooms {he
inooming settlers next year? The impor.
#anoce of firat oceupation should not be
undereatimated.

From Mr. Roberison's letter il appoars
that Mr, J. S. Btewart supplies five siations,
The people are sontiered over eight or
fon townships. This summer the setile.
ment has sxtended far beyond the old
limite. Mr. Btewart thinks that & station
should be establithed at onos ten uiles
north west and and ancther tweniy miles
west of Palestine. The whole field then
would approsch the Couniy of Oxford in
sixe, Mr. Stowari must be like a farmer
sultivating a seolion (640 scres) of arable
land singlehanded and withous the ald of

sheam plough or Marsh Elarvester. Would

wooh B farner be toought lazy if like
Oliver hw a<kad for & littls mora help.

The Rev, Mr. Bertwick pmust surely be
an Ericopalisn snd not a Proshyterian
Diehiop. The rovorenl gentleman has to
minister to the Presbyterinn eettlers raat-
tered over $wenty-sight townships. If ata-
tions wera to be excoted in this dietriot cight
milen apart, he would require to supply fif-
toon such, Thero are few horso ieams in
these rottlemonts and if people bave fo
drive oxen or walk four miles to churoh
during winter it ie a8 muoh as they enn do.
At tbis rato thu people would gof bi-manthly
servico. To vetain one's spirituslily at
this rate would require no ordinary effort.
What wonder if miaisiers thinking tiey avo
laboring in vain and sponding thelr sirength
for nought, should beocome disscuraged and
resign. AN admit that tho polioy has been
fraught with ovil in the past; are we to be
cursed with it for all timo and in evory
placo? Hero thon are five fields ralsing
the Macedonian ory,  Come over aud help
us,"” shall they do soin vain? IL t thoee
who have charge of this business act
promptiy.

You will recolleot, doubtless, that the
Rov, A. Frazor and the Rev, A, Glendin.
ning resigned at the May meotiug of the
Manitoba Presbytory in 1876, and yeb thelr
fields of Jnbor bave heen withoat a regular
missionary ever eince. Mr. Bell and Mr.
Donaldeon supply High Biuff and Portage
Oreck as they can consistently with the
dntjes of their own flelds, and the Oollegs
snpplies Rockwond, ote. Both felds are
snxions to oall & minister, but they are not
acquainted withany. Both gnsrantae $800
per annnm for the support of a mivister,
At Grassmors there js a churoh which was
opened this snmmer; a} Rockwood iy ane
other, unfinlehed; while the people of
Greenwood are talking of building at once,
Hore is a field comprising soven townskips
with two churches and another {o be built
goon. 'The Presbytery and people are most
a1 xious to have a good man scttled thore at
onge. Will the committee allow another
winter to do its best in chilling the life out
of these people ? The High Bluff fleld is
not so large but it is Important. There is
n ohuroh at High Bluff, and the presence of
a minister is all that is reguired to have
ono erected aé Porlage Croek. When the
tide in temporal matiors has turned, when
grasshoppers have left the country, and
God is blessing us with bountifal harvests,
surely the Churoh shonld deviss liberal
thinge. When the state of things is such as
I have ropresented what is the polisy of
the Churoh ? It may be necessary yet to
point out how this eupinenees iz operating
sgalnst the Charoh's best interests.

Is the Committee hampored through laok
of means ? Do they find it difficalt to get
mon? Do they think the work nsimport.
ant? From the Oonvepor's reports and
lettors he appears o be alive to the import.
ance of the work. Xf the second oause is a
diffioulty, 1 is not ereditable to the mis.
sionary spirit of onr Ohurch or to the
eflicionoy of the mode of our appointment.
That the firal {s a diffionlty we know, and
wo subanit that the Home Mission Com-
mittoe oould do no greater gervice to the
Church than devise some soheme by which
the liberality of our people should be better
ovoked in connecotion with ibis work, With
your pormission 1 will direot attention to
some other poinis again, as this letter is
too long already. Allow me to state, how-
ever, before olosing, for fear any shonld
think Manitoba is geiting an undue share
of men, that at the time of the Assembly
in 1875 ten (10) ministers were laboring
{n this Province; in I18¥6 eleven (11),
and only eleven (11) at the pregent time.
When the immigration and extension of
old seitloments and the beginning of new
ate coneidered, wo must be falling greatly
hehind in our proporiion of missionaries.

Manitoba, Sept., 1877. Autous,

Misgionaries for Manitoba.—8pecial
Request.

Editor BRITISH AMRMOAN PRESBYTNARIAN,

Drar Bir,—Will you psrmit me through
your eolnmns, o notify all applieants for
chnrohea or stations in Manitoba, o mest
with the Home Mission Committes on
Monday next, the 8rd Ootober, within the
Doncon’s eourt room of Enox ehareh, To.
ronto.

The Commities will begin ita sessions on
Monday evening, 1st Ootober, at 7 pam.

Yours truly, ‘Wu. Cocmrank.

Brantford, Sept. 33nd., 1877.

Janes NxWsY, & negro rawsboy, who
went from New London {n» ihs West ten
yoors ago, arcompanied Al .ody and Sanke
%o Seotland. Bines then he has etudi
for the Ohuroh of Eagland ministry aé
London, and passed «a exsmination before
the bishops which pre the bishop of
Liondon 4o say, * I wo 10 God all cur _
clergynaen were Lke this man" He

haa sailed for Afriea f0 be Crewtha»
saslsland. ] 3




