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k HowW MAY THIE OAPABILITIES OF

OUR ELDERS BE DEVELOPED
AND EMPLOYED T0 THI BEST
ADVANTAGE !

Y THE RRV. JAMES MIDDLEMIES OF ELORA.

—

) #APER READ DEFORE THE SYNGD OF TORONTO

ARD XINGSTON, AND PRINTED PURSUANT
T0 REQUEST OF THE 8YNOD,

Tn%opening tho consideration of this vory
important subjoot, I may bo allowed to be-

B gin by refetring briefly to my own expor-

jenco in conusction with the eldorship of

g my own congregation. Whon tlie first ap-
R poinfment of eldors was mado, shortly sfter

my settlement, about twenty-ono yoars

® 390, the comgregalion consisted of 104

members, Four elders were appointed, of
whom ¢hree had been elders before. Of
thexe four, thongh all of them maintained
the worship of God in their families, only
two had the gift of praying outaide their
own families. At the present tims, with &
membership of 250, we have, besides, fwo
who bave retired owing to the infirmities
of age, cleven acling olders, all of whom
with soarcely an execplion oan pray with
the sick, and in the prayer.meeting, some
of them expressing themselves in a very
pointed xaannex, and with peenliar tender-
ness and eolemnity. I may say the same
respecting several of the deacons, 'The
groat advance that is Jmplied in the above
siatemont is not owing to any special en-
deavour used with the direot view of in.
daeing individuals to exercise spiriiual
gifts. T-believe it is aimply the resuit and
evidence of a renl advance, in respect of
{he inberest that is felt in the truths of the
gospel aud the oause of Obrist. And I
have no doubt that, in referring to my own
experience, I am only stating an instance
of what is, to = very great extent, the
common experience of our ministexrs
{hroughont the Church. I have, theroforo,
no sympathy with thoss who are putting
the question: ¢ What is the oause that
the former days were betier than these ?”
They were not better. We are in many
imporiant respeots greatly in advance of
of what we have been. £ ud in the greatly
inoreased number of men of intelligent
plety, who are in the cldorship—men capa-
lo of good work and disposed to work—
we have & power for good, moral and spir-
itasl, which if weo could only sosure ils
syatematic and steady operation, wonld ele-
vate the character; and thereby as in other
ways, inoresse the efficiency of the
Ohurch to an extent we oannot calculate,

In view of what I have now said, we
‘are warranted in setting out with the as-
mmption that we have a large number of
alders, well qualified for their office, and
possesaad of gifts, whieb, if properly exer-
olsed, make them capable of immense good
inthe Chureh. Without vonsidering the
proper place and fanetions of tho eldor-
abip, which would be irrelevant at presont
and is unneooessary, I take it for granted,
in accordance with theiv doubls Soriptare
dmignation—presbyter or elder ov ruler,
and dishop or overseer—tbat thoir iunction
i two-fold ; that they are appomied not
only {0 rale in the Church, but to take tho
wpiritnal oversight of its membors. * Ovey
them that have rule over you, and cubmit
Yyoursolves for they watoh for your seuls,
s they that must give account, that they
may do it with joy and not with grief; for
that is unprofitabls for you,” The design
of this oversight is to promote the moral
ad spiritusl welfare of the Gharoh, to ele-
vale the characier of its members, to prs-
vent its deterioration, and thereby to sus-
foin and increase the effioiency of the
Chureh as » spiritual power for good in the
world, The guestion therefore is, low
Ay aldors most effectively fulfil the end
of the institation of their office ? Of course,
tbe olders of a congregation, in their unit-
od oapacity as & session, xule the whole

B wagregation, and have the oversight of it

M8 whole and of each of its members.
But it in evident that, if they are to exercise
suything like a proper and cffeclive over-
sight, it is necessary that tho work of over-
¥ight be distributed among thom. Onr
R dders are, with very fow exceplions, men
who have to provide for their families by
abouring in  some seoulsr calling,
% ihat it is impossible thai any one
of them shonld exerolee an effective over-
sight of the whole congregation. I would
My therefors : Liet us adopt the practive of
Mmigaing to each elder his separate dis-
ieiet with whose oversight ho shall espeo.

BB W5 eharge himself. Unless wo do ihis,

sue elders will continue $o do very little in
the way of effective oversight. The dis-
friol sbould bs of moderate extent, say

§ laslading from ien to bwenly families aa.

Srdlug fo oltoumsiances. Wew elders,
Who it 68 all qualified for fhalz office, would
ol {4 ingeavsuiont, or be yuwililng, o

visit all the fanuiies of such & distriet twioe t

or perbaps three or four ihmos s yeer, I
know an eldor, not one of my own, whose
praotios it was for many yoars, to go over
hia distriol in the wuy of vieiting a family
svory wook and worshipiog with them. I
would not lay do.n this as a rule for all.
I merely refer to it as one of the ways in
which au elder rany keep up av intimsoy
with the families of his disirict, and a8
showing what a very emall tax upon his
time would be required.

Owing to our prosent provailing want of
systom, probably the grest msjority of our
aldors do vory Iittle, and very wmany next
t» nothing, in the way of a moral ana spix-
itual oversight of onr people. Too many of
them no donbt, are content with this siate
of things, aatisfied with attending oceasion-
al moetings of tho session and offlciating at
the communion. But others are unhappy,
faoling $hat their office is little better than
anama. Thess, aud thexe ave mauy of $hem,
if esoh had his own manageable portion
of the Liord’s vineyard to attend to, and at-
fende3 fo it, would foel that their office was
one of roal and important Christian ger-
vice, They would derive muoh personal
benefit from their endeavours o raise and
keep up the moral and spiritual tone of
their several districts ; and wonld have no
little gratification of the highest kind in
sooing that their endeavours were not in
vain in the restraining and the subduing of
ovil, and in the promotion of morality and
purily. Inthe faithfol and diligent exer-
olze of their oversight, they would no doubt
havo to meet with what might pain and
grieve {hem, But every maan must bo pre.
paved for this, who wishes to be instrv.
mental in restraniug the evil that is in the
worrld, and advancing its meral well-being,
It in the very desiga of the elder's offive
that he should come in cont+el with evil,
and confront it with Ohiistian weapons,
An elder should look upon the congroga-
tion to which he belongs, as a part of the
groat army that is in conflict with moral
ovil, and upon himselt as an officor of that
army, oharged with tho ovorsight of a
small company, whose efficiency for the
confliof, and whoge conduct in it, he is
bound fo look to. He ought {o be well
awaro that the very evils which the Churoh
iy designed to contend with, for tho purpose
of restraining, algating. and subduing them,
aro apt to infeet the Churoh; that Ohuroh
members are in danger of belng and doing
what Ohristianity and its ordinaness are
designed to keep men from beiug and doing;
and to feel that it is bis first duty as an
elder {o take note of such things, and in
the exeroise of Christian fidelity, prudence,
and love, to stir up all ander his more im-
mediate care to walk worthy of God, to
keep themselves unspotted from the world,
and to do their part in the great confliot
between good and evil. In making and
keeoping himself intimately acquainted with
the families of his ocare, he will from time
to time be oalled to deal with oaees of neg-
loot of ordinancee, intemperance, variance
betwixt individuals or families; but if be
18 & man of consistent plety aud good sense,
as every elder should be, the respect that
both his obaracter and his oflice commuand
will ensure hig dealiug with suoh oases with
nosmall measure of succese. Though hus
ancoess may be far short of his desire and
his aim, his endeavours oannot fail to kesp
in cheok, and abate, evils that would other-
wise grow in etrevgth, and to promots
those important interests that would lan-
guish bat for his endeavours te promote
them.

To prevent misunderstanding, aud to
obviate objections that might be made in
reference to an ovorsight so olose as is im.
plied in what we have just maid, it
may be well hera to remark that the over.
sight by an elder should bo very remote
from anyihing of the nature of espionage.
Rlders are not ssseion spies, and their
oversight is a pafernal one. Aud thongh
it may be desirable that the elder skould
regularly report fo the gession reguding
the state of his dislriot, aud his work in it,
he must be, and as & man of good common
sense he will be, vory carefal of what he
says, either in the Sersion, or to any of his
brother elde:s, or to any other person,
about his dealing with individuals in oases
ealling for his counsels, admonitions, or
remonstrances, He would do well, in no
oase to let even a romote hint esoape from
him, unless he is fally assured that the in.
torenta of religic imperalively require it
Were such an oversight exercived by our
elders, I have no doubt, ihat in many
oases, say of intemperanoo, for example,
the avil would be early and effectually
oheckad by the Obristian admonitions of a
faithinl and judicious elder, instead of grow-
ing in swength uatil it yequired session
disgipline—a mode of dealing with that
ovil, whish, as we all know, is apt to have
litsle good effect upon the individaal, be-

onuso of the atrength whioh the hubit has
acquired by tho time the session is oalled
upon to interfere,

Though it is jmplied in what we have
said, it raay be well exprossly to atate, that
tho elder’s over~-ight ia to be exercieed with
a view to something lngher than the good
moral deporbment of these uuder his oare.
His grost aim should be that they lvo ax
Obristians ju iho bighest sonse of that term
—that they be **living opistiss of Uariat,
known and rend of oll wen.” Aiming at
this, he would do well to establish a weekly
proayer-meoting in his distriob, nsing Lis
bost endeavours to keep it from beiog ro-
pulsive or even wearisome to the y.ung, und
to snohk #8 muy not as yot be drawn to it
from a destre for personal edifioation,

Theugh I have beemn urging but one
thing with a view to the development of
the oapabilities of our elders, viz: the di.
vision of the work of oversight by ase«ign-
ing to each his own distriot, and that be-
oause it soema fo me fo llo at the very
foundation of any altompt to make our
elders the power for good that they might
be, I would not say that in all cases with.
out exoeption the elder should have a sap-
arate distriol assigned to him. Thece are
divorsilies of gifts ; and in larger congrega-
tions especially, besides the division into
distriots, each under the care of ils own
elder, there might be particular dutice as
signed to others. Suoh, for instance, as the
superiutendence of the Sabbath Sohool,
the oversight of young wen, especially
those who live in boarding-places, eta.

In urging the brethren in .he eldership
to do s good deal moxa as bishops or over-
seers than {he most of them are now doing,
and pointing out how they may do it, both
{o tho benefls of the Churoh aud to their
own, we do not wish that rainisters shounld
do any lese, It is elder's work we wish
them to do, anud not minisier's work. It
soems td me perfcotly certain that if the
elders did their work eystematically in the
way I huve indicated, not only would the
minister have more cowmfort in hiv vork,
but he would do more work and do i
cheerfully. The geuoral establishment of
distniet  prayer-meetings, for example,
would add to hia work; for there are fow
wministors who would not regard it at onoe
a8 their duty and their privilege to visit
theso mestings more or less regularly.
Again, the elder’s intimaoy with his dietriet
would often ensure tho minister's learning
early of oases of sorious illness, and thus
prevent complaints that aro too frequently
11ade of his neglect of invalids of whose
sickness no one charges himself with the
trouble of informing him.

Having fally ocoupied the time that I
am warranted to ocoupy in opening the
oonsideration of this snbjeot, I shall now
give place fo others; and close with respect-
fully suggesting that as the result of our
deliberations, some practioal resommenda-
tions be drawn up, and urged with al
carnestness upon overy elder within the
bounds of the Synod.

“ MODERN BIBLICAL HYPER.
CRITICISM.

Editor BRITISH AMSRIOAN PRESBYTERIAN,

Str,—As Mr. Gray failed to seo clearly
the objeot of the quotations in my first
commauniocation, it is not surprising that he
should have succeeded in convineing him-
self that I have practioally yielded ¢ the
main points;” that is, *the four funds-
mental lines of error,” which he has array-
od against Professor Smith. The relevanoy
of the indictment which thess *lines”
oconstitate is one thing, the prcof adduced
from the Professor’s artiolo ie another thing.
The latter formed the eubjeot of my re.
marks. Ocoasion for animadversion is not
exhansted by the examples given of the
reviewer's manner of leading prcof, but as
Mr. Gray is of opinion that “the fime Lay
coms for endiug for the present all news.
paper eorrespondence,” it would be unfalr
to advance anything that might provoke a
rejoinder.

I olose this correspondence firm in the
oconvistion that, whatever be the result of
Presbytorial precognition, Professor Smith
will continue to have fellowship in faith
with * thoss plain Obristians who believe
in such truths as iniracles, prophecy, in-
epiration, and oanonioity.” Yours ete.,

'W. 8x0oDaRrASS.

Queen's College, Tth May, 1877.

O vt r——]

TarrE are 350 Protostant charches in
Palestine. )

A holy lits will prodace a powsrfal in.
flusnos for good “in the world. Iun every
relation in life, in every position we o2.
oupy, we msy msnifeat tue grase of
God. 'The apirit of humilily, meek-
ness, and love, filing the ueart, will be
oleatly seon, and will render our life a
hyma of praise fo God, while it will re.
prove siu, and encourage piely among

men.

CRESOENT STREET PRESBYTERIAN
OHURCH, MONTREAL.

The congregation, known by tho name
of the Cote Street Fres Ohurch, Montroeal;
haviog obtained the sanotion of the Free.
bytery to sell the old churoh and remove
to & mora central and desirabla looslity,
rocontly purchassd a most aligitle sito on
the corner of Dorchoster and Croscent
streots, on whioh thoy aro now oreoting ono
of the hgndeomest ohurch odificos, not
only in Montreal, but in the whkolo Domin.
ion,

Saturday last, the 5th of May, was the
day appointed for tho laying of the memox.
inl stone of the church. Tho weathor was
all that oould bo desircd. The attendance
was large, the various platforms erected
boing orowded by the members and friends
of the church., On tho uppor platform
we observed the following gentlemen,—
Yrinoipal Maovioar, Rovs, Dr, Joukins, Dy,
Wilkes, Rev. Mersrs, Baxter, Black, Wil.
son, Sorimger, Laing, Yleok, Wellwood,

‘MoNeil, Warden, G. Laug, Wolls, and
‘Htevenson; and Messrs. J. Siirling, J.

Qourt, Jus, Mackay, Edward Mackay, Jar,
Ross, Juhn Andefson, J. Oampbell, W.
MoMaster, A. MoQoun, P. Nicholson, I.
Whatson, R. Anderson, and A. O. Hatohi-
son, ete, Jobn Stirling, Eeq., chairman
of the Building Commities, presided with
watked abilily, He opencd the servies by
giving out the 100th Psalm, which was
sung with heartiness and epirlt. Rev, J,
8. Biack read portions of the Horipturs, and
Rev. J. Scrimger engaged in prayer.
James Qourt, Esq., aftor expressing regret
at the unavoidable absence of Mr, David
Morrice, one of the most active members of
the Building Committee, read the following
statement descriplive of the building:

The site for the ohureh hae a frontage
of 120 feet on Dorchester Street by a depth
of 170 feet on Oreseent Btrvet. The build-
ing will occupy the whole depth except a
spuce of about twelve feet beiween the
front and the strect, and nearly the whole
width of the lot. About two-thirds of the
depth of the huilding jis taken up by the
Church proper, while the remaining third
in devoted to the Leoture Hall, Snnday
Soheo), Olass and Committee rooms,
and Pastor's Study. In plan, the churoh
is almost square, boing eighty-six foet wide
oxolusive ot the transepts, wnd eighty-five
foot deop, This form admitting of » com-
paot arrangoment by which, although the
seating oapaocity is between 1100 and 1200,
every person in the congregation will bo
within seventy feet of the praachar. In
the interior, the goneral effoot will be that
of a oiroular ohureb, this appearance being
given by the arrangement of the psws, and
the ootagon form of the groined ceiling.
This ceiling which is the most important
featnre of the interior, is supported on
eight clustered columns with enriched eap.
itals, In the centre there will be a dome
of eolonred glass twenty-three feet in dia.
maeter, supported on an aresde and elevat.
ed abont twelve feet above the level of the
ceiling. The leoture hall, the floox
of which is on the same level
ag that of the ohurch is sixty-
one by forty-one feet, and soven.
teen feot high; tbe Sunday school room is
immediately over the leoture hall, and of
like dimensions, but twenty-one feet in
height. Olass and committes rooms are

laced at each end of the leoture hall, and
gunduy sohool rooms, and separated from
them by glass partitions so arranged that

form one room, A cowfortable residence
for the onretaker is provided in the rear
part of the basement, which also contains
the heating apparatux and storage for fuel.
Ample provision has been made for egress
from the building, there being six large
doors, four in front and two vear the rear.
The principal featurs of the exterior will
be the front on Dorohester Street; thiswill
have an elevation of ninely feot from the
street to the apex of the gable. The lower
part has a triple portal with deeply resess.
ed jambs, oxuamentad by small eolamns
snd enriohed eapitals. Abcve will be an
aroade aud a large wheel window, enelosed
in a deeply recessed arch. On one side
this elevation s lauked by a tower and
spire rising o a height of210 feet, while the
other side is ocoupied by an octagon atair-
oase tmirat, surmounted by a fleshe. The
elevation on Creseent Street is broken by
two prejeotione, one forming a transept to
the chureh, and the other marking the pos.
ition of the Sunday echool room, leoture
hall, eto, Dae attention bas been paid to
ventilation. The windows,though filled with
l1oaded glass are arranged to open the same
as an ordinary window. Ample provisionis
made for earrying off viﬁa.tes air by alarge
shaft, eleven by two feet, placed between
the ohurch and looture hall. In this shaft
the air is racified by the flues from the
farnacer, aud snilable duots conneet the
ohurok and leotnre hall therewith. Onihe
whole every provision has been made for
seating a large congregation, so that every
porson may see and hear the preacher,
while the important considerations of ample
means of egress and thorough ventilation,
have been earefully attonded fo. Thestyle
of architootures adopted by the archilecis is
Frenoh Gothic of the thirlesnth centary,
snd the estimated cost of the building, in-
oluding the land, is $100,000. The ocon.
tragtors for the work are as follows :—P.
Nicholson, mason; L. Paton & Son, ear-

enters ; Philips & Wand, gluhnrl 3 3.
5 amen & Qo., roofers ; Alex, Oraig, painter ;
J¢ O.Bpence, stnined glsss work; R. Pat.

ton, plumber. The building was Jdeaigaed

they may be thrown open and the whole -

by, and is belug canicd out under the en.
perintondspos  of Messrs, Matohisun snd
Steelo, the wrll kncwn architecty, of Moae
froal.

The ohairman thenread a 1t of the
arficles deposited 1a thys jar, and plased
undex the tone, Ivelnded among them
woro copies of the oity papery, the Brrrrm
AMERIOAN PRESBYTERIAN, the PRignyreRe
1a¥ YRar Books for 1876 and 1877, the
Prosbyterian Record, printed repoits of the
congrogation from tho beginning of 1ts Lilse
tory, the silver and coppor eoins of Great
Briiain and the Dowminion, oto., oto.

Hoe thon, in namoe of the Bailding Com-
wittos, presented Prineipal Maovioar with
a vary handsomso golid eilver trowoel, made
to order by Mr. B. Hondery, silversmith,
boaring this iugeriplion, *Presonted te
the Rov. Principal Maovicar, LL.D., on the
¢ooasion of his laying tho aornor stonoe of
Oreacent Strect Presbyterian Ohurob,
Montreal, May 5, 1677, Tho trowel wasa
magnificont piece of workmansaip, ad-
mired by all whosaw it. At the end of
thehandle was a beaver with a maplo leaf
in its mouth. The insoription was artighi-
oslly engraved. Prinoipal Maaevicar, hav-
ing Iaid the stone in customary fashion
amid the applauss of the large audience,
delivered the following address ¢

This j& au hour of deop interost to us all,
an hour which resalls much of the past and
leads us $o look with hope and courage to
the future. By the good providence of
Qod, the congregation for which thischuroh
is being erected hias had an honourable
history. It originated in a desire to lift
up the standard of evaungelical roligion at a
t{ime when suoh an effort received the cor.
dial sympathy and support of a few earnest
Christian people.

On the Gih January, 1844, twelve per.
sous oonneoted with various chunrohes in
the oity, met in the house of the late James
R, Ory,in St. Paul Street., These were the
Rev. W, Bethune, (Probationer,) Messrs.
John Redpath, James R. Orr, Archibald
Forguson, David Ferguson, Wm. Maocin.
tosh, Win, Hutchison, James Morrison,
E. Molver, Archibald MoGoun, Alexander
Frager, and Donald Fraser, (now Rav. Dr.
Fraser, London, Eung) These formed
themselves into a committee for the furth.
erance of the cause of the ¥ree Church in
this o1ty and provincs, Dr. MoNider, A.
Stevenson, James Court, and Josoph Mas-
kuy, were subsequently ndded.

In the snme year the Rov. Dr. Burnw,
then ot Paisley, and since decoased, visited
the vity and greatly stirred up the people
by his powerf{ul sermons and addcesses, aud
raised large sums for the building fund of
the Free Ohuroh of Scotland, At the invi.
tation of the committee just referred to, the
Rev. W, O. Burns, afterwards mission
in Chica, passed more than a year in this
oity and various parts of the provines witk
blassedresults following his earnest labonrs.
After hind the Rev. John MoNaughton,
then of Paisley, now of Belfast, spent some
time in the oity, and warmly encouraged
the proposal to estahlish a new congroga-

tion.

In 1845 the Rev. Dr. John Bonar, then
of Liarbert, officiated for a short time ia St.
Qabriel streot Chkurch, and began to meet
applicants for membership in the new con-
grogation in & hired room in Graorge Street.
In about three weeks in Maroh of the same
year & temporary wooden church to sno-
commodate from five to six hundred people,
was erected in Liagaunchetiore sireet, near
the end of Cote street, at a cost of £800.
Dr. Bonar opened this humble edifies ; and
some now present distinotly remember the
happy days epent within its walls, Two
years later, in 1847, the present Cotostreet
COhurch was opened for servico by the Rev.
Dr. McGilvray, of Aberdeen, and the Rev.
Dr. Witkes of this city.

‘Without enteriug into datails or waiting
to 4race farther the history of the church,
it may be stated that from its formation te
the present date ita pulpit has beensupplied
by over tweniy leading ministers of the
Free Church of Scotland who officiated
ench frome two o six montha, Ii has also
enjoyed the serviees of three wettled pastors.
The first was $he Rev, Donald (now Dr.}
Fraser, London, BEng., who was ordained
and industed 8ih Aug.,1851, and continuned
his ministry for about seven-and-a-half
years. Itis siated in the reporis of the
deaeons that under his pastorate the mem-
bership rose to 886, and the number of sit-
tings slloosted in $he Churoch to 886,

It is proper tostate that thirieen doputies
from Scotland had rendered service in the
Ohbureh prior to Dr. Fraser's settlement.
After his acoeptance of a oall to Inverness,
the pulpit was vaoant for over iwo years,
until I was induoted as his successor, Jau.
80th, 1851, I continued my pastorate for
eight years, during whieh, aceording to the
printed reports of the Xirk Session, and
Deacon's Oourt, the memberahip rose to
572, and the largest number of sittings allo~
onted was 914, leaving only nine sittings in
the ares and thirty-four in the galleries not
allocated.

I was snoceeded in the charge by the Rev.
Dr. Burns, now of Halifax, N.S., who wasin-
ducted on the 4th May, 1870, and eone
tinued his pastorate for nearly five years.
The-oventa of these years ars fresh in the
memories of most of you who now hear
mo, s0 that they noed not be recited. Im
roferring to the oareer of usefulness which
Oote street Ohursh has already enjoyed, it
would be improper to forgst to mention
that it has aided materially in founding and
supporting some five mission Babbath
Schools, together with 8t Joseph sireet
Qhureh, Chalmers Chursl,, Nazareth sireet
Oburch, and the mission at Petite Cote,
and has also eoniribuied very largely to

{Conlinued on sighih page)



