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e Pastor and Beople.
o The Hidden Rill.

{Translated from the Epanish.)

- BY WIUKLIAXN CULLEM DRYANY.

Zsrons a pleanant field, a xili unseen

Sieals from s foantain, nor docs aught betrsy
Jte presvnce, evo a 4int of livelior groon,

Ani flewrcrs thay scent tho alr along its way.

TEus recretly should oherity ntkgn(\”
hoss who {n want’s dioa chambers pine and
griovo.
And acught shonld e’er roveal tho aid wa lend,
Ravo $ho glad 100ks our kindly visits 1save,
— 8t Nicholas

Roecher’s Yale Lectures on Prexching.

I(O'VE, THE CBNTRAL AND REGNANT FACULYY.

1 am pot able to trace tho slightest offect
jn the Apostle Paul's writings of his visit
among the Greoks. Ho seoms to have felt
or reseived the idea of physical boauty, as
developed among the Greeks, only sapaifi-
cially.  This may have been because he
came of a stock which had not been edu-
cated iu tho scionco of the beautiful, and
exhibited little of the wsthetic faculty; or,
88 I prefer to beliove, it was becsuse all
their sense of beanty was drawn up into
the moral nature, which found exprossion
in the heaudy of holiness. With the excep-
tion of some general nllusions to the games
and similar institutions, he did not take

-~ muck “from the Grecks, except the ono
figuro which I use in this lecture. He
spenks of the disciples ns boing God's
building, and himself as architeet or mas.
ter-builder, aflir ning that he had skotched
the ground plan, and laid the foundation,
on which other men following him must
build. That ground-plan was the delinea-
tion of the claracter of Josus Christ, Upon
#hat plan what dd he build? A church?
No, he built each individual man. Ho
built up character aud not an organization.
Paul had a definito iden of what he was
about ; he did not work at haphazerd, but
strove {0 mako new men on the plan of
Jesus Christ. Every mau who goes into
the Clhyristian ministry should ever like de-
finito aim. He should not bo satisfied with
the performance of mere routino duties;
they ato at best only means to an end, and
are likely to become mechanical and un-
wortly of one’s manhood. It is not enongh
{o get togother a large congregation in an
out-of-the-way place, and then perform re-

arochis: duties. They must be somo-
thing deoeper.

On what plan, then, shall men procecd

tho ministry ? 'This question brings me
40 the subject of ranctification or Christian

" development which [ presented in part in a
previous lecture. T look upon the subject
of sanctifiention as transcending in impor-
tance guy that T have ever bronght before
you. Itisihat which God masuifested on
earth in the person of his son. Itig tho
perfection of an inchoato race nceording to
a divine plan. The supreme end of tho
ministry 18 the perfection of men according
to this'dosign. Religion is in danger of two
evils; on the one side of becoming mere
enthusiasm—haply a superstition ; on the
other of becoming & cold anad polite natur-
alism. Escaping eithoer of these, it is in
danger of becomung theoretic, technie, pe-
dantic, in short, pharassio, The conception
of the Christian character must go so deep
a8 to renow the power of the ministry and
meet all the forces now gathenng to pro-
duce wnreligion if not irreligion. We must
make man iu his religion more noble than
the world's ideal. Then we shall gain real
victories, reassert the high places of the
church which is just now shaking in the
wind. At the present, by the great major-
ity of thinking people of Great Britain, not
the Archbishop of Canterbury, but Charles
Tyndall or Herbert Spencer, is regarded as
.the nollest type of manhood.

There is & widespread feeling that great
and noble men are to be lovked for, not in
4he churel, put in echools of science and
hilosophy. Mon are going back from re-
gion as something artificial to ratare, as
10 & supposed truer and higher good. But
‘what is nature? As we carclessly use the
word, it means tho great material world
outsido of & man; it means man in his
smitive condition, what he is at his birth,
auntaught. Now, I orotest againat such use
of the word, Man is not by nature what he
48 whan he begins to live. We donot speak
20 of the ve%otablo or animal kingdom.
That is not thie nature of a plant which is
seen in the bully or as it first springs from
the ground. We do not look into the acorn
to learn the character or nature of the onk,
but at the storm.defying trce whon a cen-
“4ury old. Woe do'not look at tho awkward,
crawling oub, blind and sucking its dam.
‘Put to the lion full grown and clothed with
‘power to learn what is tlio nature of the
{ug of bessts. We do not look at the nn
fledged and callow eaglet, exhibiting life in
1ittlo elso than opening its moutn to receive
food furnished it, but to the fully grown
- eagle, exdowed with power, vidlon and
crusity to find what the king of birds is.
‘Why should we reverse this process in our
search for natare inman? Wasitonly the
seed end, undevelopod and unripened, which
God had in view when he made man? A
man's pature is not that with which he was
Yorn, but that to which he was born, but
that to whick lie may attain under the sti.
mulating inBuences of tho Divine Spirit, as
he becomes harmonized with himerlf and
with God., Religion is natural to a man
‘and not artifiels], as many think, It isnot
* the state in which he was born, but the

‘stats forwhich he was born by a gradual
- Picth of four score years. It isthe business

of the Christian ministry to bring men up
*.¢0 the manifestation of their real nature.
“’Faligion is not » man's external cloth!ng—
- semething put on. He is religions when
¥ ”ﬁ faculty is brought up into its normal

T .'This view of religion gives immense
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development of a man's strongil and power
aronnd o dlvina oentre,  Tho raliglon of
Christ is such development ; _tho lpvo 9f
God is such a contre.  This view will gain
tho ear of men who are likoly to.ba turned
away from he presoriptive forms of theo-
logioal ministrations.

There is but one centre aboui which all
the faculties of tho soul can be harmonizod
and developed, and that is love, f wo
tako reason as a contro and aitompt {o har-
monize the rest around it, we fail, because
tho reason is, comparatively speaking, an
external guide. It cannot interprot to mann
fis truest mashood. The man himsgolf, his
smotional and heart nature, is underneath
and greater than the reason, just ns the
ocoan 18 undernoath and boars up the ves-
¢l which navigatesit. If a man cays le
will bo religious becauso his roason tell
him to bo 80, ho has yot to usk leave of hus
passions, which reason caunot control.

The samo is true of conscience.  Consci-
enco should be the foundation of all chax-
acter, just as the oak sills are wunder the
nursery,  But I would just as soon lay my
children down en tho bare hard tinbers
and toll them to grow as to unlertake to
make a great aud lustrcus character out of
congcienco aloune, which is esid, havd and
condomnatory.  lts affinities aro toward
tho bottom and not at the top of the bramn,
Neither can fear,vencration nor superstition
be the centre of a full aud harmouious do-
volopment of one's nature. Theso sro ro-
strictive rather than inspiring or creative
clements of being.  In religivn tho restric-
tive elemont is stiongest in those natures
nearest tho animal. It is merely negative;
the fruit of tho spirit is always positive. ‘To
do no wrong is the lowest stylo of piety,
but many men work no higher than that.

How roval a thisg iglove m the estima-
tion of Paul! “Though I speak with the
tongues of men and have the anguage of
sngels, and have no’ love,I am as sounding
brass or a tinkling eymbel.” It Paul wero
living now ho would say bass drum, empty
and .oisy. In lis estumation, the best
thero is in man, benevolence and liberality,
would bo of no avail wihoat love.  Then
what a fruit-treo is love according to this
It beareth, hopeth, endureth all
things, and nevor faileth. 1t must be the
cantre. It is the Cliist oloment. “Now
abideth,” while prophecy and knowledgo
pass away, “faith, hope and love, and the
greatest of these i8 love.” Look at the
Apostle's deleniation of that Christian
grace, and toll me if I am not warraunted in
raying that the only possible centro of the
faculties is love, It sits a regnant power,
and all else iv man submits to it. The
reason submits to it, is colored by it, and
sees by it. Undor its influence, reason,
wonkened by semi-knowledge or controlled
by passion, emerges like one from o fever
or fit of insanity. To love vencration
Fields ; so does selfishness,

In your ministry you ars totfbo builders
of men, constructors of character.  If uny
one smagino ho can do this work withont
the aid of divine influence I pity his ignor-
ance. I know what is in men, for I have
studicd and felt und seen and wrertled with
them. Au influx of the divine spirit 1s ne-
cessary to their rcconstruction,  Socioty,
good laws, ingtitutione, &o.,are but the min-
isters of God,

The harmony of science and religion is
this; thet both aresecking to bring man up
to his high and real nature, to disclose lis
manhood and develop every faculty mto o
bhuarmonious whole. It is the province of
the Christian ministry to convince men
that tho contre arouud which tho perfected
manhood is to be built is love, When 1
look at perfoct folks I often wish I could
feel as happy over being perfect as they do.
But when I come to apply some test, and
ask if these are really more lovely than
others, I ean’t find any perfect people.
Many thiok they are so because they don't
commit faults, when the reason is they
don’t commit anything. Thoy think they
aroc perfect beeause they don't spill over,
when in fact theve is nothing in them to
spill. If you should gut a pint of milk into
a bucket, it would be a fool that s-ould
spill it over. Tho difficulty isin carrying
the full bucket without spilling. These
perfect people walking in a dream. Ihave
had just such droamg, not waking ones
though. I have splendid times often when
1 am asleep. I hato to wake such people
up. They have mutilated the appetites and
poscions after: the old ascetic method,
gecking perfection in that way, They say
they havo given up thewr entirely to God.
Well, I agree with God whon His will
ageees with mine. When things go about
ac I want to have them, I am perfectly
satisfied. But if they do in all cases give
up their wills to God, itis becanse they
have no wills. It is as if you should ent off
o thief's hands and then say ho is honest
because he picks no ono's poskets. My con-
coption of i perfect man is of one full of
power aud life, moral sentiment aud imagin-
ation ; but with all these subordinates of a
central summer of love, and that subordin-
ate to God. I have not yot acen that man,
and never expect to in this world, but it is
my business tolead men up toward that
point of oxcellence.

In theso days it 18 nolittle thing to bethe
servaut of souls and a Christian educator—
to attempt to do fur men overy day what
Chinat 18 doing for you—to know their sins
and sorrow for them. It requires industry,
self-deninl, and au intensity of living which
no other profession demonnds. If you do
not feel strong enough, go back and take

p somothing olse.

Logicians may roason about abstractions,
but the great mass of mankind ean never
foel an intorest in them, They must have
images.  Ged, the uncreated, the ineom-
preliensible, § the invisible, atiruoted fow
worshippers ; o philosopher might adors so
noble a conception; but the erowd {ummed
away in disgust from words which pressnt.
od no image te their minds. It was before
Deity embodied in & human form, walkng’
among men, partaking of sheir infirmities,
leaning on their bosoms, weeping over their
graves, slumbering in the manger, blesding
on the etoss, that the of the

o8
, strd the doubts of the aesdemy, { th
..aﬁwm,«m avd_faees of

portioo, and
Lo L and the swords of thirty legions
Yooy hubind in the dust—Mamulay.

‘ Behind Mr, Spnrgebn.

e

A SKETSH PROM THE DEACON'S SBAT3,

—e

A correspondont of tho Christian World
doscribes the oft-described soeno of Mr.
Spurgeon’'s chapel, in London, from o now
point of viow, und his lettor is quito worthy
porusal. Wo givo an extract

“«Qn o recont Sasbath moring I dis-
ponsod with oach of tho popular methods
of entoring that inatituion of modern
London, the Moetropslitan Tabernacle, and
by spoaal favor occcupiod a seat on the
platform behind the preacher. Theso .seats,
twolve in number, are provided for the
dencons, and are padled, lined with erim-
son velvet, nnd have arms after the manner
of a first olass railway carrisge—luzarious
soats witliout question, but tho occupioss of
the samo are reputed as worthy of the ac
commuodation they receive.

* Tt is hnlf past ten, ortharenbouts, when
1 take possession of a #cat in the favored
preciuts reforrod to, and commence study-
g tho extraordinary sccne. Though the
spring suu is already high in the heavens,
tho gas iz alight, and a thin mist hangs
about the bwlling in sympathy jwith the
fog without. The immnenso a.ea, which
appoars tu be already nearly filled, is 1
reality merely undergving tho process
filling, and the movements of the people
oxacily resomble the mution of a swarm of
of insects, cagor and impatient, At 10.40
the scene undergues a transformation.
Hitherto peoplo had entered (by side doors
leisurely to sccure their places ; now all the
main front entrances are opened, and
broad, living strewzss of people pour in to
cover the standing roomn of what appears to
be an already crowded building, and until
you can only just titinguish which are
aisles and whiich are pews. ‘The new comners
are man:festly a hittle excited, because all
ave ansious to find scats, and the hustle
strikes the stranger as being a novelty of
itakind.  The c.uguing, talking, and shift-
ing about with the feet produce & peculiar
compound sount, and a sound peculiar to
the T'abernacle, which, however, ig instantly
hushed when Mr. Spargeon appears on the
platform.

« Now the mult tude of faces are all
turned in one direction, and the service
commeonees. Those who sit close to the
preacher s table will fierhaps have observed
that his tones of voice apparently adapt
themselves to the cireutustances of t.aose
who aro near as well as to those who are
farther Saway. To persons near at hand
thoy nre not unpleasantly loud, while to
those in the distauce thoy are loud enough
—not that the vast concourse are mado to
hear without an cffort even by tho most
powerful lungs, and the¥necessary strain is
visible only to those who are in proximity
t> the preachor. As seen from the plat.
form, it is also interesting to noto how tho
loviathan cong. gation allows itsolf to be
manszd, It is subject to influenco as if it
were one leviathan instead of 6,060 ntoms.
It has its coughing times ; in rosponse to a
touch of lhumor, it smiles like ono vast
sensitivo creature, Then it sings * fastor’
or ‘softer,” according to instructions, and is
in all respects most adroitly managed.

¢ Whilo reading the concluding verse of
¢ Rock of Ages,’ tho pastor ig visibly affec.
ted, just as a fow minutesago he admirably
entered into tho spirit of * that wonderful
gowpel chapter,” Isaiah lv. Anon, the
flaming earnestness thrown into the sermon
geems to diffuse itself throughout the wholo
gpaco of the bnlding, until the rapt atten-
tion of the host, as they listen to appoals
founded on the words, ‘ Without monoy
and without price,' is sufficiont te inspire
ono with a.ve. To handle what are called
hackneyed texts in a striking and original
wanner, is tho mark of a great man, and
the ability to do this is cortainly a charae-
teristic of Mr. Spurgeon.

¢TIt is a vory usual thing for any preacacr
who discourses before a largo multitude, to
fix his oyos on one parfioular individual,
and s spectator who views the soene from
the deacons' scat in the Metropolitan
Tabernacle is liable {o do the samo kind of
thing. Thero are ‘characters’ enough
beforo you if you can single them out.
Thore sits ono 1 the middle of the area ; he
18 middle-aged, full-faced, and looks like a
person who makes some pretensions o
solf-culture. Though he uses no note-
book his brains aro probably at work,
taking in what ho sces. Let ua suppose he
18 the reporter of a London °daily,’ who
will be certan to let the public hear all
about 1t, should anything special attract
his attention. Single out another, and por-
haps you will mark him a8 an Amorican
editor, ou the look-out for someothin

rquant wherowith to regalo his readess on
ﬁns return home. Can you bo mistaken, or
do not lus features and wenaring apparel,
when put togother, spell *Jonathan' as
completely as can be done by eight lottors ?
Countvy pastors are also present. Find o
Baptist, and he will be found in & gonial
humor, for whon 80 great a multitude
gathers in & Baptist chapel ne thinks his
principles are in the ascendant, Seleet an
Independent, aud his looks will tell that he
has not much to complain about; for, after
all, the cause of Nonconformity is flourish-
ing. DBesides these the Anglican must
needs * hear Spurgeon,’ and be liko tho rest
of tho world. If an Evangelical, he will ho
edified ; 1f ho mdes with tho Ritualists, he
will look pitful and ill at ease; and if le
glories in being * Broad,' he will be chari.
{able, content to take things as they come.
As 1 view the broad ares from my comfor-
tably-paddod ¢ deacons’ pew,’ I know that it
is o common mecting-ground for all the
characters veferred to, and for hundreds of
others left numentioned.

* It is now time to confess, however,
that to sit * Bohind Mr. Spurgeon’ is to
hear him to disadvantage. He is not o
¥reuher to listen to with closed eyes. His
eatures speak as well as his tongue, and
this part of hissormon was lost to ms while
nminf with tha deacons on the platform.
Ax viewed from the vuigar péws, these
church offieers appear to be 8¢ comforiably
accommodated, and to .be in themselves

suohi models of d that X shall he
pardoned if I have a doxen times onv)(&
them mm&m:&w&w. oy
M‘b..' M .m Y -
teut to Jaerifies masht ﬂrm olllee’
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4 Tn eonolusion, I add s word about the
woekly-offoring  collection.  The total
amount collected at tho morning eorvice
wae brought into ono of the vestrics aftor
the crowd had Qisporaco. Iow much thers
was nobody know, for as Sunday is & day
of rest with the oflio'als, tho money would
aot be counted until Monday morning.
Gold, silver, and copper piccas, together
with little packets noatly tied round with
thread, made up 1  motley mass; and
ono of theso miniature vavcels enclosed
fifteen shillings from ¢ A working Man.'
When the wholo was emptied into & large
black bag, I vonturod to test its woeight.

#+Its pretty hoavy, vemarked the
afiable deacon in eharge.

1 anticipated ag much as that, and now
tound that thia * heaviost’ collection I had
ever known weighed as much a3 one could
well ruise from the table with one arm.’

‘1 Must Have a Religious Newspaper.”

So says a subacriber of the Cengregation-
alist. And he gives us tho following zes-
sons :

1. Booause such u paper, rightly com-
dueted, is a pullic institution of grout valite,
uxorting a %nappy influence upun all the
varied 1mportaut interests of soctety, and ¥
am bound to do my part in sustaniug such
an institutior.

2, Because my own religious growth ass
Christian, 18 meterially promoted by such o
paper. My religion waxes or wsnes in hfe
and power m proportion to the clear or
dim views I have of the great thungs of the
kingdow of God. Next to my DBible, my
pagerancreases tho clearness and extent of
my spintual vision, giving hght and ex-
peiling darkness by 1ts nover-ceasing supply
ef facts and appeals, which are sunshine
and shower to the spintual verduie of my
scul.

8. Bocauso T want a good commentary
on the Biblo, My relinious paper furmshes
it, often by dircet oxpositions, by itews of
relitous brography, strikingly illustrativo of
Bible trath, by constantly recurring events
of divine providenco equally illustrative, by
narratives of rovivals, conversions, progress
of mussions at liome and abroad, sil show-
ing the power of tho Gespel, and explana-
tory of God's word.

4. Because I want to be a strong man,
armed for defonding truth and destroying
error, Pohtical partizans about me ave
fanmhar waith all the facts sud arguments
which sustam their distinctive views, and
are ever ready and able to assault or de-
fend. I want a sitular kind of abihty and
facibity 1 sustannng the truth and n ad-
vaucing the cause of my Master, My roli-
gious paper furnishes mo with o puwer of
offence which is invaluable. It 1sasif o
new arsenal of spiritual sreapons was open-
ed and offored to me every woek.

6. My family needs to have just such a
fountain of religious instruetion and infiu-
onco a8 is opencd in it every week, by such
s periodical. The variety I find shere,
meets tho cascs and wants of old and young,
malo and female, ministering to the welfare
of the entiro circle.

6. My neighbor needs my paper. Ho will
not take one for himseclf, as he ought to.
But ho shiall not escape. He shall have a
look nt mine. For when it has walked iuto
my dwelling and stayed long enough to
goatter blessings on all sides, it walks up
strcet or down street, or over the way, to
scatter thom further, or take wings, by the
mail, and does good a thousand miles
away.

Therefore, Mr. Editor, if you find a paper
of mine roturned with the word ““stop”
upon it, you may infer that I have gone to
the poor-house, or the mad-house, or
tho narrow-lhouse appointed for =all the
living.

“ Baby-Talk.”

Arthur Helps makes ¢ a hit, & vory palp-
able hut,” when ho asks if dogs * know our
languago well, would any deg sit out a pub-
lic dinner 2" But he miisses the wmark
inquiring, ** Would any dog remain m the
nurcery, listening to the foolish talk of
nurses and mothers?” Mr. Holps evi-
dently has not studied the philosuply of
“baby-talk,” and therefore does not know
how much wiser is the instinet of tho mo-
ther than the sarcasm of the essayist. It
18 not tho sense but the seund of words,
which interests and soothes theinfant. Its
braia does nos take in the meanings, but its
ear drinks in tho rhythm. An experiment
can easily be made to illustrate the truth of
the stotement. Let o persen talk bavy-
talk to a cluld and then repeat the same 1
good sensiblo English, and noto the differ-
enco or tho effect upon the child. We <honld
liko to read an cssay by Mr, Helps on
« Mother Goose,” and then listen to the cri-
ticisws of an intelligent mother on the
cssuy, —Congregationalist,

Como |

If you have led a sinful life, and are now
ashamed and weery of it—if you ariso and
go to God, He will veceive you (raciously,
and will abundandy pardon. All His
assurances ave to tho same affeeting tenor.
» He is long-suffering, not willing that any
should perish. *As I live, sa’'ih the Lord
Qod, I have no pleasare in the death of the
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his
way and hive, Turn ye, turn yo, from your
evil waye.” And here He is refreseuted a8
the merciful Father, whoso pity survives
tho longest provcoation, aud whoss love is
such that when the prodigal at last returns,
He presses him to iis bosom _ Such is the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus, and if
you are wise, you will let no cold suspieion
or subtile caswairy cheat you out of the
strong consolation. You ean not err in
belioving what the Lord Jesus says: you
oan nct err in doing as He directs. Bs
assured that God is as kindly dieposed as
intte parable of tie FMrodigal Son He is
repressnted to be. The enlls, invitatio
promises w] He has nnuh&"
go3pel meat: the utmost of what they ex-
Prose; and God is as sarnestly desiroms that
sinaery should return unte Hims, sad as

A Startling Question.

A ?oor ohild, straying into o Sunday.
sohocl one day, asked simply : * Ta this the
way to hoaven ?”"  The superintendent wag
for w momeont atartled, Was_ his schog]
indeed, the way to hearen? Was he tq:
ing to make it 802 Wera his teachers iy.
tent upon the same objeot ? The artless
question struck home. Fromw desk to olass
the question went arernd with s thrili,
What wero they all domg ?  Whither wey,
they all tending. The question was like ay
ancel suddenly come into their midst i
mako a record of all thas transpired in thet
sehool. Oh! superintendents, tsachery
mako sure of this one thing: With all yom:
cfforts to impart knovledgs, make the sa].
vation of the soul of paramount inferest,
Whethier your scheel be a medel, o~ g
strugghng up to perfection, be sure thaf
overy scholar shall fool thatid is the road i
heaven.—S. S, Times.

True Worth.

A ronlly modest and meritorious person
will never make pretensions of any kind,
His muanner and expressions witl always
havo o tendency to underrsto lus abihty
not beeanse ho will pretond to be ters capa.
ble than he realiy 18, becauso 5o manymen
have becomo pretentions in their manners
and oxpressions, he feurs ho may be cousi.
dored as such. We aro, in consequence,
too apt to consider tho extent of the capa.
city of thoso whom weo meet a littlo below
tho standard indieated by their acts and
expiessions. Therefore, true merit is gel.
dum properly appreciated, and its cultiva.
tion is nover greatly encouraged., On the
contrary, piotence is almost always sue-
cessful.  He who is pretentious affeete the
mterost of society in the same mauner ag
the swindler. He induces men to doubt
the capacity of others, and often to refuse
aid 2.ad employment, because thoy measure
the ments of all by thuso of tho preten.
tious, and fop, aud conceited ignoramus,
Many an honest and skiltul man, and many
a valuable improvement, have been refused
aupport and adoption because the preten.
tious swindler lias proviousiy misled the
poople, and unposed upon thom outrage.
ously. Pretentions ot overy hind are the
true indicatious of a veak uund or a would.
be-swiudler.

“Wot Mine.”

In oneof the wars i Grmany,a caplain
of cals v was ordered out on a foraging
party. o put himself at the head of his
troops, and marched to tho quarter assign-
ed lnm. It was n solitary valley, in which
hardly anything but woods could be seen.
In tho milst of ib stood a little cottage, on
rerceiving which he wont up to it ard

aucked a tho door. An old man with &
whito beard came out.

“Tather,” sarl the officor, *show me a
field swhere I can set my  troops a-forag-
mng.”

“Prosently,” roplied tho peasant. He
walked bofore, and conducted them out of
the valley. After a quartor of an bour's
scaich, they found a fino fivld of harley.

“This is the very thing wo want,” said
tho captamn.

“Havo paticnce for o fow minutes,” ve.
plicd the guide; *“you shall he satisfied.”

They went on, and at the distence of
about a quarter of a Jeaguo furthor thoy ar-
rived at another ficld of barley. The troops
immediately dismountod, cut down the
grain, trussed it up, and remounted. The
oflicer then said to his conductor., ¢

“[Pather, you have given to yourself and
us unnecessary trouble ; the first field was
wueh better than tlus.”

“Very truo, sir,” roplicd thoe good old
man, ‘“but it was not mine.”

"

;Plain Talk on Usury.

Dr. William Anderson, for more than
fifty yonts pastor of a eburch in Glasgow,
had a somewhat pointed way of ¢ putting
things,"” as the following incident related in
the Weekly Revicw will show :—

Ho was once exponuding the fiffeenth
psalm, and had come to tho word nsury,—
sHe that putteth not out his mioney to
nsury‘." * Doos that mean,” he asked,
s taking ten per cent. or mavre! " Nobane
tirely. It means also the epirit in which
tho ten per cent. is taken. Thero was ones
1a this ohurch a poor widow, and she want-
ed twenty pounds to begin a small shop.
Having no friends, she came to me, her
minister. And I happened to know a man
—not of this churc?x—who conld advance
thomoney to the poor widow. So we wentto
this man—the wid>w and I—and the man
said he wonld be happy to help the widow.
And he drew out a bill for £20, and the
widow signed it, and 1 signed it, oo, Then
he put tho signed paper in his desk and
took fout the money and gave it to the
widow. But the widow ccunting it, saids
“ 8ir, there aro only £16 here.” * Itisall
right,” snid the man, *¢ that is the interest
I charge.” And as wo had no redréss, we
cawe away. But the widow pros b
Aud she brought the £20 to me, snd Xtook
1t mysolf to tho oflico of the man who lent
it, and I suid to him, * Sir, there s the £30
from the widow.” And ho said, * Here is
the papor you signed, and if you knew any
otlicr poer widow, 1 will be happy to halp
her in the same way.” I said to him?
“You help tho widew! Sir, you have
robbed this widow, and you will be ‘dama-
edl And, my friends, I kept my sys upset
that man. And befors six months were
over God smote him and he died.” We
ocan still vecall, after many years, the crsop
of soul with which we listened to the clos
ing sentenees, and the vivid gllmgu wi got
of & diviue fetribution Jalling suddenly o8
s bad man,

*
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