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CHAPTER XXIV.

A fearful scene it was that struck tho cyo
in the interior of the amell hut. The bodies
of the dead gendarmes were lying under the
Dench on which Popoff had boen tortured.
Dr. Haas had bmuﬁlht his surgical instru-
ments, and was exclusively occupiod in as-
sis.ing the poor sccretary, whoss wholebody
was one vasy wound. Tho walls were spat-
tered aver with blood and:mud. Fourof the
exiles Iny lifdless on thefloor, others were
irying to stanchi the blood that was abun-
dantly flowing from their guping wounds.
The colonel was tied to the central post,
which in_Siberia supports the ccilm% He
writhed like a snakc and uttered fearful
threats and curses,

Miller stood-facing him, his bair pushed
beck from His forchead; all arouna stood
thg exiles, and.the hut resocnded with crics
of revengo and o{triumgh. Thelight wood
wasnear extinction an dispensed but an  Haus was already in tha door with the
Jndistinet 2ud. fickering hﬁhk Now and countess, when Helen sprang ap and, in her
chen the room was hloodil, (ﬂxwd up, and  despair,
then again it sank back into

Jaun understood at once.

“Blood enough hus been shed,” sho said.
«Pardon the guiity man t”

Miller shrugged” his shoulders and turnod
aound, eagerly.

«The doctor advised you well, countess.
This is no place for&'on i .

“‘For my husband’s sake do not avengo
yourself ¢

«Your words are in vain, countess. I
pt}l{ you once more leavs us, unless you
wiz

{o witness the exeeation !”

Haxs seized her havd, nyin% “Come, I
bescech you'!  This is nothing for you, and
weo cannot change maiters as they are.
These men h=ve gone too far to stop here!”

She followed him, saying, almost uncon-

scionsly :
“01{ 1y God ! My God ! Pardon them !
1

Pardon him, also! And pardon me, who
havo caused all this shedding of blood I

cried :

> ep dar «Doctor! You abandon him? Stay ! Yau
The exiles, however, had brought linterns  must stay w
Svhich they now hung on thocentral post.  Hzas shook his hicad.
Jana entered with Helen. “Ycan do nothin%lmom. 1 czn assist no
_ “Where is_my husband? Whero is Viad-  onc and save no onc here.”
Jmir?” ssked tho countess, full of appre- +Then Nicholas is no longer alive *”
heasion. " Haas had no answez to give. He turoed

You noed not fear, countess,” said Mil-  to the couatess, who teok Helen by tho
ler, bowing befare -her ag hie used to do in

hand.
Peteraburg salons; ¢ the count is not here  “ Come, Helen 1 Letus return together to
and was not present.”

» it town., We-mustsabmitto God's will, all of
+ And my poor Nicholas?" asked Helen.

1. us, my child "
The stillncss of the grave gave the only  The_ dovwor noticed that the cxiles were
answer, Miller hung his head, Helen at

& becoming impatient at this delays they
one glance, countod the dead bodics and  meant, 1o have their revenge. He therefore
3w seven; sho examined them one after
another.  Palkin’s curses continued.  All
Jooked full of Pity at the poor girl who hzd
Followed her betrothed 1o Siberia and now
16oked for him among the dead.

Shesoon approached his bloody remaina.
Fazs raised his hands to hosvon. At once
Hclen understood itall andfell in silent
despair on her knees.

ilier’s opportunc axtival had come about
3n this way. The Tangus had wrought Dr.
Haas to Ienar-kus, who nnderstood a little
Russian and knew Aliller’s name.  The same

cvening Haaszaw Miller, who at once col-

drew the countess along with him, saying :

«Come? Helen will follow us soon 1"

Helen, howerer, stood like 2z statue, and
~hen the door clossd behind Hass and the
countess, she spoke :

«He it desd ! really dead ! Murdered by
those who despised him becanse he served
them. You wiil surcly punish that man,
won't you?” she added, pointing at Palkin.
The exiles bowed their heads.
<« That will be the beginning of reven,
but only the beginning.  Other men as pow-
criul as this man, have been as guilty of his
death.  He is dead, but do not belicve that

Tectod & small umbor of exilos andgave the  ho cannot avenge himself !”
P that the colonists of the villageit- «Listen to me,” she said, tarning to Mil-
P woull alio render amistance. The ler. “Ycuseem to both eloader of tho

sctor had Jana's moncy still abogt him,
Wat ly 3 he thought it
therefore, to give Tenar-kus the 40,000
bics;, who, 3n retur, engagod to furnsh
iog, with tho nocesmry amns.  As
Sreaxing, Miller determined to go
shmostof the men had only heavy

othiers. They have tortured him to death to
cxtort lis secret from him. Ihave kept it
as ho has kept it and T will cntrustit to
con. Whatdo I now carefor Count Lanin?
shiall avenge myself and him at the same
time.”
Ste sat dowm on the beach  and took Po-
poff's cold head in her Iy
“You hed in vain 1ot that document,”
she wzid, turning o Palkin,” and yet he
it in his possession.  Now that ho is dead
ou shallsce it. Do youknow whathe did?
i!abzﬂ a false tooth inscrted as Iarge astwo
finary teeth, andin that he kcpuﬁe papor.
1¥ill you be kind enongh,” she added, turn
ng to Maller, “to take it out”
§‘dkm roated with fary, vade Miller
thonght tho girl was crazy.
«Follow my advioe, my child,” he sud to
herin a gentlovoics. **Go with tho count-
e You will sce bad things here, and you
are already in a fover.”
«We Rusdan women are sl half
savagos,” she said, nover lettinggo Popolls
thoad. **Yostorday Twasach 1. merry
fiﬂ-»to-dxy 1 cennol vm;}. and enly thirst
orrevenge. Yot think I am inmne 1
swoar to you I 1l the troth.  He is dead,
youssy. Wil ‘fon bave the courage to
opes hus firmly ¢ wonth, whilel will
oDia bold hishead? Doyoea iink Tdo not Jovo
sjuyorr him boausel ums:u-?t hi‘a body? Then
-\ kan, for I_only carryout hix
-- N o here,

d
\

ad told the capt=n all
EiyJAns was not an exilesome
& to her nameand rank.

because he had

osc. o wax my life,
To-duy Thave lost all 1™

henT7 she boatinned a5
b Tgvange xad

s’
dagger then to Miller, saying in s flood of

8 2

«Y on see, 1 am too foeblo.” .

Helen's courage lhad wades deop im-
Yression upon Miller. Ho teok the dirk, but

10 also tried in vain, To end this toarful
sceno he struck the handlo with his whole
strength,  The front teeth dmtp‘_ped out !
Thewhole body shook and POYLO uttered a
cry of pain that sounded superhuman, The
dl’# pe

powerful blow had arouscd the last breath
that dwolt in the body.

Miller dropped the dagger in amazement.
Nicholas opeaed hiis eyesand saw Hclen,
Palkin in ponds and the exiles aronnd  him.
That glance revealed sll. With a super-
humen efort he raised his bloody arm, took
out the falss tootl, handed it to tho nearcst
bystander and whispered ““Lanin 1 Schelm!”
Then ho bresthod his last. ¢And sow,”
naid Helen, “break the tooth.”

Millerstruck the apparent tooth with tho
dagger. WWhen the ivory broke & small roll
of paper dropped on the floor, Miller picked
it up and examiaed it.

A roccipt by Schelm ! That is Scheln’s
own handwriting ! 30 October.  Conzpiracy

.. Secret, {un: . . Ido
ot sec at once what this means, but itmust
be a weapon of very great importance.

Palkin could not help, byapowerful curse,
to show his wrath at having iled to secur

the gapcr

«Y wan a fool *” he cried in his fury.

«Tia ! ha 1" said Miller. Thebird 18 sing-
ing again ! We 1must have made a good bar-
gain I

< Yon shall know it al},” said Helen. I
know all, and shall -hive strength cnough, 1
trast, to tell you the details, Aud tEen all
isat anend.” Now ILave dono my work.
Do you now administer justice an
yourself. I ehall pray for him here.”

83:: knclt down by the body of her be-
troth

« Andnow,”said}liller,tumiugwmkin,
«jt is your turn.” Didyou perhaps, think
we had forgotten you ™

Aliller tumed nexttotheexiles with these
words:

“Weo have trangressed the criminallaws of
this country. We shall lienceforth be 1eok-
od upon asmurderers, and be hunted down
likowolves and bears. To-morrow J shall
procure arms for youall. To-day we must
create peneral terror.  Thisnan here is one
of our hitterest and most_powerful enemies,
1 need not accazc him beforo you; you know
yourselves of what he is capible. What
‘mni:]xmwt do yon decreo 3gainst him?

What has he deserved?”

1 Death I criod the exiles unanimonsly.

«Desth? Really? Have you thought of
nothing better?” Jaughad Miller soornfully.
< Listen to me ! Far in the west of the
world, across the occan, in.Americs, they
havealaw tb? call Lynch Jaw. Thislaw
says: An eye for an cye, a tooth fora tooth!
This man bas kad one of us murdered, kitled
by the knout ! I condernn him to the same

to 17

"At theso words Palkin changed eolor, and
toro madly at hisbonds.

«What! You will dare touch your
coloncl¥”

Miller 1aughed alond.

« Tou shall soc what wo think of your
rank.”

In them the exilcs looked at cach

other ; some onc kad 1o befound who world
tako upon himaclf the duty of the exoca-
tioner. Miller graspod their sccret thoughta,
«\Well, we must have an exccntiones?
Bring the captain from Irkatsk in :cre!”
The cxiles all sgreed, and two imen im-
mediately wont-to the inspoctot’s houe.
«Listen tome, althongh 1 donot know

you,”s2id Palkin now. “ Doa't do this
Do not dix a supezior officer by striking

him with en:ﬁ:u’k& Ratherkill meat a
blow, at once ! What harm did I cver do
A

su.:mlcr intorraptod him angrily.

“Yoa pretend not to know me, and ask
e what you bave dono e Andye

arceated me t tho same time Wwith the

“Aco of Hearts,and J-owe it to yoa thatIam
heroinexile ™"

«] only did my duty at that time.”

«Parhopa you also murdesed this mzn
from duty, who was my friend? You only
gsuly me immonsely by your prayes,
:{:‘shdrowmwweo 'you are, after

Palkin, now comvinced that mothing
ould provent his dostiny from being fal:
£Nod, “showed contampt, and bosstingly

anid:
“Do whas you chouse, robber * You shail
av0 iow 2 colonel of the geadarmes can die

rom youz Triond T shall bear your

3 i~ Yom shallnot hoaz my voios, and woe how
. 2iffealy §
qom. Tormart

WeTt wow 17 maid Miller.

Joor upancd, and four of the oxiles
thecaplain in. Ho trembled and

deadly Tace; wWhenheaw thecorpaos

%

lying about ho fell on his kncea and cried,
addressing Miller :
«Pardon mo? Mercy 1" -
Miller kicked him back with his foot.
4Get up, dog ! You shall excape with your
lifo if you oboy our orders.”
«\Vhatever you order Tl do it cheer-

fully.”

“i have sentenced this man here to re-
coive 500 blows with tho nagaika. That is
your duty, as you are an officer of the police
Car;yd ogt tha sentence-and your lifo shall. be
spa

The captain g up.

A knout § give m£ the knouty, I un-
dv:ram!x}d that art to perfection, You shall
seoit !

With these words he took tho.instrument
of torture in his hends, approaching Palkin
and letting tho leather strap whizz thmuih
thoair. At the same instant, however, Zio
started back ; he had recognized in the
bound prisoner his terrible col oncl

«That man I am tobeat? No, nover!”

«Vell,” said Bliller, “‘then you will have
to die, too. Comradesthisvermin writhing
at our feet is one of our worst snd cruclest
cnemics. He hzs the death of many a
brother on his conselence. Yon are all of
you soldiers, and therefore it i= no disgrace
to any one to carry out the sentence which
I pronounce. It is death for tho captain of
Trkutsk, and death by being sbot. We
hava only two gins, but they will suffice.
Trwo men forward

Instantly two_cxiles advanced who had
once been dependent on tho hated captain.
and had suffered accordingly.

The hesitation of the taptain. had, how-
ever, been founded only upou the fear of
the inferior befora the superior. When he
saw death 50 near to himsell his apprehen-
gions vauished and he cried :

“iStop, I'll inflict the punishment 1

«Pirst tearoff zhe)i;old Ince of his nni-
form,” commanded Mitler.

«Consider ! cried Palkin. +You are
committing treason against the Czar.”

The captain saw only death threatening
Yim visibly. Likea wolf ho fell upon the
colonel, tore off the Iace and the wkole uni-
form.

«Consider 1" cried Palkin once more. It
ix high treason !

The captain, half insane with fear, tore
off-his shirt 2lsv, leaving the broad back of
ke colonel of the darmes bare. The
ox 1es Tooked curiously at the pmceedinf.

«Captain, take time to refloct 1" cried al-
kin o.cc more.

aStriket” coramanded Miller.

The nagaika wwhizzed through the air,
and Palkin uttered a cry that went through
marrow and bona as Rassians say.

«Captain, strike harder, if you wish to
save your life I

The man struck Almost without knowing
what he did. At the 20th blow Palkinroar-
od Yike 2 wiid beast.

«Rather kil me at once, bat cease tortar-
ing me !”

iller 1anghed aloud.

BT ] Yot g
very quickly. Ceplain, mind, you do~
not ns?: thonagaiks well—"

Afiller’s revenge was however, ot to be
complote. Saddenly ono of thocxiles who
s slo0d scatinl, rushed in exclaiming -

Tuke carcl A troopof soldicrsisapproach-

ang the village. Womnust bave been care-
Jots £nd allowod one of the Cossacks to -

Lot us cscape ™" criod Mller. At the
same time he drew his dagger and threw it
at Palkin, zt the hut v;a{a :o&I da:k and the
ds stack in_the without injuring
Pﬁie; Miller jump‘gg ott of the window;
all tho others had scattered in a moment.
Halon alonc remaincd near tho body of

Topofl. .
?ge did not listen to onc of the exiles who
with them. The captain
alonc saw and heard nothing 3 he continaed
pitilomly to inflict TBlow aiter blow. “Only
Schan all tho exiles had leit and ‘the room
had bocome quiot, %olookod around, and, 1o 1
e was alone with Palkin, Holen enly kneel-
ing at hot botrothieds sidee Tho haavy
trosd of sppeoaching oldiers, the rattling
of armas became aadible. The caplain be-
cama awaro that holp came for Paikin. Ia-
stantly the wrotch icll on his knees before
the bonnd colonel.
«Pardonne ! “I w;l e led to dol;h N
Tho revengetal look of his superior, how-
g Msmind. He pullod Miller's
¢ of tho post, and Tatsed it befare

'?“ﬁkm‘s with the words *

«Dio t then you will betray no ano wm
hewever, 8 xirod
hand scxzod hum from bebind A affeer o
Coasacks beld him. A troop of soldiers
sashod 1n now and oocapind tbe bt

“Do I:!M 1ot t‘:ﬂ._ toaitor hc_ncape you,”
eriod kin oTing is romaining
streogth. Bt Ut woman alao 1

Ovorooms witl pein and Jury, the colonal




