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THE WEEK OF PRAYER. .

The world’s week of prayer is now over,
and we are glad to record that so far as we
have Jearned, it has been more generally ob-
served than on any previous occasion. Owing
to the manifest blessing which has followed
the exercise in some places in past seasons,
the week of prayer has become populari—
Some men who formerly were so strait-laced
by their own ideas of ecclesiastical forms, that
they could not take part in the recommended

gathering, have this year heen eon:trained to
join the throng of * God’s remembrancers”
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an example of keeping the law in alf its foree
and rigorous requirement. And il was not
lon g before he had an opportunity of putting
his precepts into practice. In this respect He
was the incomparable Teacher—while he
spake as never man spake; He acted gs never
man acted. He had said, * Qive to him that
asketh of thee,” Aud now when a great favor
is asked of himself, he does not hesitate or
scruple to grant it. He had said, “Doto
others as ye would that men should do uato
you;” and now when aun opportunily is given
to bim, he does not shut up his bowels of
compassion, but cheerfully put forth his divine
power toheal.  There came o Leper; what
compassion in Jesus even to permit a leper to
approach him. The Pharisee would have
said stand back for T am halier than thou ;

who bave been pleading for the out-pouring | do not come over to pollnte me with your
of the Holy Spirit on the world, tuncleanuess,  But Jesus did not rebuke him,

There is something wonderfully grandin the No! e permitted bim to approach. to
idea of Christians of every name, and in every | kneel, to worship him. Who wus this leper?
land wniting in the same supplications to the | Ove afflicted with that loathsome discase, the
throue of grace, at the same moment. It Ileprozsy; that disezse which no skill of man
is the best illustration we have had on earth | conld cure, which made him eceremonially
of the oneness of Christians, and the best em- unclean; shut him out from society; which in-

blem of the great family to be gathered at
last into the house of mapy mansions in
heaven. Like brothers aud sisters interested

in the family honour, they nnite around their
father's kuee to speuk to Him about what is
dear unto them all.

‘We expect to hear of gracious answers,—
We zlready know of partial revivals in con-
nection with these meetings and hope to hear
of additional instances.

L

THE LEPER.

Marra. viii, 1-3.
Jesus did not come to destroy the law, but

creased in virulenee and loathsomeness till
welcome death put an end to hislingering tor-
tures,

How cheerless his condition! But his misery
only nerves him to seek relief.  Ile comes to
Jesus ; “Lord,” he says, “ If thou wilt, thou
canst make me clean.” Lord, Hehas a percep-
tion of llis divinity. He sees through the
veil of His hamanity., e helieves in His
livine power to deliver him, Jesus put forth
Mis bund aud touched him, It'wasin former
times in England superstitionsly thonght, that
the touch of the king would cure certain skin
| diseases; King's evil, &e., and the kings of
England used to appoint certain days on which

to fulfil; and in his sermon on the mount, : those afflicted thus, mfg;ht come or be brought
which He spake as oune bhaving acthority, 1that they might get the beneflt of his touch.
enunciating with clearness, the breadth and | We cau fancy with what shrivking sensitive

spirituality of the moral law for ewr guidance,
he was at the same time giving the rule by
which he himsell demanded, to be judged.—
Not like the Pharisees, who laid upon the
people hard burdens and grievous to be borne,
but which they themselses would not touch
with one of their fingers. He himeelf, set us

| ness the king would put forth his baud to the
‘1 poor and afflicted objects of his favour ; and
we can also faocy, with what tender commis-
erntion Jesus would put forth his loving hand
to the poor leperat his feet.  Alas!alas! How
Ilonen wonld the scrofalous suppliants at the

king's gate, return with all their sores unbeal-




