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connection betwecn bad ventilation and
diphtlieria, ta which, trom tiie ta time,
rclèrenco lias beecu mado lu this JOURNAL

M~'ost sehoolliouses in bathi cicy and country
places tire in a deplorablo stato as regards
ventilation, and jILrits wvanld act wisely in
loiking after the condition af the sohoal
roorns in whvlc their chiitîren speflU a large
part af the inost susceptible period af their
li_;fe.

SANITARY REPORTS.

TUEC REPORT ON MORTUAIRY STATISTICS.

Wehiave received "1abstracts of the returns
of martuary statistica for the last six months
of the year 1883," of the cities wvbicb availed
themselves af the system, inaugurated'about
two years ago by the Minister of Agriculture
for the collection of such statisties, the
returnt for the first six inonthas of that year
baving, been issued, and noticed in t'his
JouRtkÂL, in the early part o! last'year. It
coctains a continuation of the tables oi the
first v&olumne, for the last iii months ai the
year, completin g the work ai the former
report, with which this shiould be read.

This is quite a~ large volume and bas in-
volved a great deal ai work, which has
evidently been very carefully done. is the
Deputy Miniuter, Dr. Tache, writes in the

introducIon "it is quite generally imagin-
ed that the tables recapitulat.ing the comi-
pilation cf sncb scittistics eau ho printed and
publisbied within the first iewv weeks after
the year ta which tliey relMte; it is a mistake.
The question is xîot nierely one ai expense
and work ; it is, niareaver, a miatter of
uouniter reckaning, collating and exactniess.
With time and system ià nay lie possible ta
publishi pramptly bulletins cantaining a cer-
tain portion. of the information collected,

when lb seenis usefül and requisite ta do so;y
but the returns, as a whole, involre delays
whieb ib is exceedingly diflicult, if not iitterly

Elev-en cities were invited ta avail tbem-
selves of this system, of statistics, nanioly,

Montreal. Toronto, Quebec, Hamilton, 1-ali-

Of hes, sx frnihedinformation oeig
the ilile ear 183, amely, Monrà

Toronto, Hlamilton, Halifax, Ottawa and
St. Johin, N.B. CIhaile."town furn.iishled in-
formation covcring the last, s',ven months of
the ya;Winnil, g six niontbs, and Fred-
e.ricton the hast three montbs. Two cities,
Quebue and Victoria, did not take action in
time ta folloiv up with the others, and these
have therefore fnriàished notbing for the
year 1883.

I t would ho bath prenmture and dlan-
gerouls," aq stated in the introduction, "lta
attemapt ta draw conclusions ironi these
returns, which app]y ta but one ycar and
-.onstitutu merely the inauguration of the
practical operation. ai a new system. Iu
officiai statisties there in no other alternative
but that of publishing the information just
as it is collected, without correction as to
figures and withotib suprohement as ta
omnissions." Nevertheless, on another occa-
sion we hope to ho able ta note saine intÀ-r-
esting features which the comipiled tables
bring ont.

As ta the working aud value af' the
systein, we will lot soine af the health anîd
statistical officers of tbe various cities bear
witness. In bis report te the Minister of
Agriculture, Dr. Trenanmn, the officer in
Halifax, states tbat, "lthe system, adopted
lias worked fairly well." Dr. Daniel, of St.
Johin, writes, "lthe systern adopted hias the
menit af simplicity, works well 110w that it
is in good running order, and 1 believe
insures a very higli degree aof'accuraoy.>
Dr. Robillard af Ottawa) wnitesp "lthe
j'ractical resuits cf the system înatigurated
by the Gao'ernmnent, aiding l)reventive
medicitie and Sanitary Science, generally,
must be of great value, not only so far ai
the correct recordls of deaths, lt. also, as
regards the causes oi deatlîs, which, ii a
sanitary p>oist ai v'iew la at leasb of equal
im partance."

REPORT 0F TUIE HREALTUI OFFICE 0F ORILLIA

Dr. Blliot, medical he.%ith officer af
Orillia, on presenting bis repart for last year
received a cordial vote of thanks fr-oui the
council ai that tawn for "lbis vevy vabale
and elaborate repart." 'Ple doctoi, states-
"It gives me nini ,)eslr ale Iet

r~eport a111 i'tinark1ablv healtbli condition. of the
town dult ilug the î'ast st.SsoI. \Vi llave beeni
entirely free fri. epidexîiics o>f alîy sort.
'fler- lias bven no scarlet foyer; no ixieatiles,
*ar-d no whooping cough. . 1 think
I may truly say there bas been more practical


