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REPOURT OF CASES UF SPONTANEOUS AMPUTATION.

BY THOS. R. DUPUIS, M.D,, ODESSA, ONT.

Such roports as these should be intoresting, inasmuch ax thoy
show that occurrcnces so raro aro occasionally taking placo
amongst ug, and also refresh our memories with the faect that un-
mded naturs somotimes offcets the most marvellous cures. Two
cases have come under my notico insido of the last seven years,
which I shall briofly deseribo.

Caso I. A woman, aged about 62 years, married, and the
mother of alarge famly, had worked hard, caten plonty of
coarso food, aud had been generally healthy, was attacked in tho
spring of 1864 with ¢l gangreno, cing in ono of the
small toos.

She had beon attended Ly another physician for about s
month, when I first saw her. I found all tho smaller tocs of the
affected foot, hard, shrivelled, and black, the great toe and foot,
up to & ino drawn from tho heel over the instep, and passing
‘around yust boneath tho malleol, doad, partially donudod of cuticle,
still morst, but becommng dry and hard, and emitting a very
offensive odor.

The low 1wflammatury process that horalded the mortifica-
tion, was oxtonding slowly and steadily apwards, and accompa-
nied by tho most exeruciating pain. Restorative treatment with
a freo admmstration of opratwes, poaltices of various kinds, water
dressing, stimulating and scdative applications were severally re-
sorted to, mthout avresting tho advance of the discase until it
oxtended to about the middle of tho log.

Ucre the hne of domarcation formed, and the work of
separation bogao, when tho pain aimost cntirely subsided and
the patients general health began to improve

This was about cight weoks from the timo I first saw ber.
All entreaties and persnasions of' friends were in vain to procurd
an amputation, she lovked for nothing bat death, and intonded
to dio by tho dusease. Bat istoad of dying her general health
inoproved slowly , tho dead flesh complotely separated from the
hiving, #ud fell from the bones, luaving them bare and black fror
tho lino of soparutivon to the ankle joint, and the foot became
dry and hard. The stump, ur the tissue that formed the stomp

.




