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already Involved. Even ini such advanced cases the patient
may be mnade fairly comfortable by partial reinoval, tlýus re-
iieving pressure and xnaking possible a future tracheotormy.

1 have doue a thyroidectomy in only three cases of malig-
nant goitre, ail females. One who, was also suffering frorn
Bright's disease died a week, later from. uî'eiia. It was at lier
own earnest solicitation that I operated iii this case. The
second case, an old lady of 70, died two weeks after operation
of exhaustion following a long journey to, lier hoiùe. The
third died of recurrence six mnonthis after operation.

SIMPLE GOITRE.

In a series of '66 caseo of simple parenchymatous goitre
operated on, I have liad three deaths. The cause of these
deaths are of interest:

Case 1.-A linge goitre in a girl, aged 17, -%vhichl ias caus-
ing very severe pressure symptoins, wvas easily remioved.
Twenty-four liours later, -%hien 1 visited lier, I found lier ex-
tremiely lively aud clamioring for food. The nurse reported
that the patient had been feeling so well ail morning that it hiad
been difficult to, keep ber in bed, apld impossible to keep lier
quiet. Six hours after my visit shie suddenly sat up in bed,
screamed once and fell back dead. No autopsy was allowed.
The cause of death wvas prdýbably pulînonary- cînolus. This
result impressed me withi the wisdom of insisting iii ail cases
and, especiafly wvhere the operation field bias been very large,
that the patient shall reinain perfectly quiet so far as the head
and neck are concerned during the first 48 libuts after opera-
tion.

Caise -9.-Wý%as an aged wvoman, withi the largest goitre I
ever saw,. weigbiug 634 pounds wlhen remnoved. The ana-
toiuiical relations 'beliind the gland were mucli disturbcd and
the adhiesions were dense. In breaking, dbwvn some adhiesions,
the muchi-displaced and attenuated esophagus -vas umfortunately
ton ýacross and she died three wveekzs later of inanition. H-ere,
again, the lesson wvas learned that iii ail such. extrenie cases,
a stomnach tube should be passed and the esophaguis carefully
outlined before the -final steps of the operation are unidertakzen.
Had tliÇs been (lone in Case 2, the accident wùujild iiot bave
bappened.

Case 3.-Was a man aged 45, from whomn the righit lobe
and isthmuis biad been remioved two and a haif years ago for
Graves's disease. The remaining lobe bad been injured some
months agro and increased in siz qiiite rapidiy, so that he nowv
returned to hiave it rernoved owvirg to severe pressure symo'-
tomns. The operation was difficult, owing to the cicatricial cou-


