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isolation is not enforced, the healthy as well as from the genuine diphiheria bacillus, and is
the sick should be prevented from mingling Without diagnostic importance.-Wii. H.
with others until cultures or sufficient lapse of \ELÇnin Am.Joumz. lei. Sc.
time give the presumption that thev are not
cari iers of contagion.

12. Diphtheria bacilli may be present, and
multiply in the throat without causing symp- cases, ti
toms or lesions. They must find susceptibility tion on a much larger number of cases, lead us
to their pathogenic action in order to cause to believe
diphtheria. -r. That frequent vashing of the air-passages

13. In three hundred and thirty persons attacked by diphtheria lessens the duration and
who gave no history of direct contact with mount of diphtheritic membrane.
diphtheria, virulent diphtheria bacilli were 2. The addition of antiseptics, in suffcient
found in eight, of whom only two subscquently strengt to be germicidal, to the irrigatingfluid
developed diphtheria. Bacilli, indistinguish- is irritating to the mucous membrane, thereby
able morphologically or in cultures from the c
diphtheria bacillus, including-the formation of ef
acid in forty-eight hours in bouillon, but entirely 3. The ation ofan the ir at
devoid of virulence, were found in twenty-four ing fluid is hable to cause systematîc poisoning
of these persons, in nost of these instances in and disagreeable complications from the bwal-
large numbers. The psetido-diphtlieria bacillus loving and absorption ofsome of the fluid used,
was found in twenty-seven. e.g., the two bichioride cases cited above.

14. Instances are given in which the diph- 4. Spiaying the throat (also the pernicious
theria bacilli were fouid on var ious objects out- treatment of svabbing), vhatever solution is
side of the human body, viz., bed-clothing used, can have no good effect, as the parts
soiled with discharges of diphtheria patients ; reached by he spray must necessarily-be very
the shoes and the hair of nuises in attendance limited, excepting possibly ln the hands of an
on diphtheria patients, and a brush used in expert. Furthermore, the spray cannot beused
sweeping the floor of a diphtheria ward.

15. Some of the various ways in which the has tried it. This is especially truc of some
diphtheria germ is transported are sunimarized. solutions vîere it is necessary to use a glass

16. A bacillus in no way distinguishable in syringe.
morphology or in cultures, including the forma- 5. Frequent cleansing of the throat and
tion of acid in bouillon, from the usual diph- nasal caviLies with a hland solution, such as
theria bacillus, but devoid of virulence, exists. plain warni vater'or normal sait solution, is
The virulence was tested by injecting into easier of application, is more agrecable to the
half-grown guinea-pigs % to i per cent. of their patient, and does aIl that any antiseptic soin-
weight of forty-eight hour bouillon cultures.
This bacillus, although it lias been called by the membrane or the period of isolation.-A.
some investigators the pseudo-diphtheria bacil- CAMPBELL WHITE iii Méd. Rec., N.Y.
lus, should not be so desigîiated. It is the
genuine diphtheria bacilluts devoid of virulence.
It was met vith in a comparatively small num-
ber cf cases out of a large number examined. T'e author presents an interestingstatistical
Exceptionally, it may occur together with study of diphtheria in Italy for the years 1887
the virulent diphtheria bacillus in diphtheria, to 1892 inclusive. During that period the
and occasionally it takes the place of the number of deaths feil from 24,637 to 13,434,
virulent bacillus during or after recovery from the smallest nuriiber being 12,284 in 1890

diphtheria. In several instances it was found The disease is very unevenly distributed
in healthy throats. throughout the peninsula, the mortality raning

The naine pseudo-diphtheria bacillus should f-om 1.8 per i0,000 in the marshes to i5;Sper
be confined to bacilli, which, although resem- oooo lu the province of BPsilicata. The
bling the diphtheria bacillus, differ from it not mortahity la the country districts is much
only by absence of. virulence, but also by cul- lîlgher than that in the cities. As regards
tural peculiarities, the most important of the seasons, the disease. prevails éspecially in the
latter being greater luxuriance of growth on inter, the mortality fgures for the four seasons
agar and the preservation of the alkaline reac- bein& as follovs Winter, 10,945; spring
tion of bouillon cultures. The pseudo-diph- 9,293; summer, 7,315; autunn, 8,320., The
theria bacillus may render bouillon cultures greatest nunberof deaths occurred ln children
acid in forty-eight hours when grown anaëro- between one and five years of agetheprepon-
bically. The pseudo-diphîtheria bacillus in this derance of nales over females 1eing wery
sense was found in a number _of cases, but not slight.-AcIIILLE SCLAVO ln Gazzdta degli

.pdai edi.e nicl .te.
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