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' I-I \'R MEl)J'.\'i'ON IN SKIN I SE.\SES.

ïMarclh 3 oth, reports a case of pit\ riasis, treated by
thyroid extract. The case was a chronic one and
of long standing. 'T'lhe skin on the legs and fore-
arns presented large patches of redness and
thickening, over which were large, flat, translucent
scales. When thyroid medication in this case
began, the skin over the whole body was more or
less affected. Previous to this the usual treatnent
of eucalyptus ointient, ichthyol, tolu, plumbi,
and the internal remedies, potassium iodide, salicy-
laies, mercury and arsenic had been tried. On
October 5th, she was put on 2 ' grain thyroid
extract daily, after dinner. 'Tlie pulse at this time
was 114, snall and compressible. Th dose was
increased by 5 grains every two days, and on
October i 3 th she was taking 2o grains daily.

Twelve days after this ireatment improvement
connenced, and on Decenber 2 4 th, the skin pre-
sented its normal appearance. The large dose of
thyroid extract caused heart s mptomîs, whiclh
rapidly disappeared after ceasing this treatment.

Dr. Nobbs also reports a case of ichthyosis
treated in the saine way. This case was a male,
aged 46. Hair on scalp wiry, sparse and dry ;
skin slowing through it scurf readily shed. Skin
is universally dry, even on perineun and axilla
over the trunk it is desquaniatory, in large flakes on
elbows, wristz, knees, ankles, and on the dorsuni of

the metatarsal and netacarpal regions are numer-
ous dingy, greenish squames as large as a five-
cent piece, which are adherent and leave a dry,
white, scaly base when reioved forcibly. At tie
commencement lie received io grains thyr-id ex-
tract daily. After one month's treatment improve-
miient was m:arked, and after five montis' treatment
cure could have been said to be complete, save for
a faint scaliness on the exposed surface of his
joints. 'Tlie skin of his hands was as soft as a

child's. This patient, on accouint of måna,
ataxie aind pal'y symptomîs, wias conillei it brid
during the entire tre'atient, and 1 Dr. Nobblîs adds,

his general condition greatly imprioved."

In the sane journal, Dr. Pruce, (if Dirkehleuad,
reports a case of psoriasis, of long standing, treated
by the thyroid extract, which was bugun after tle
usual treatment had proved uTnsatisfar:try. The
tabloids at first u.,sed proved unsatisfactory. These
were substituted by those made by 1. W. X Co,
and in a few weeks the eruption complete.-ly dis-
appeared, also the irritation, and at time of writing
the symptonis hax e nut returned.

TlREAT1MENTI OF WOU NIS.

Sir George -Iunphlirey, discussing the truatient
of wounds, in the Britis/ Jedica/ Journa/, sas:
There are two main points to be attended to ; hist,
" to endeavor to reduce to a minimum the ijedia
upon which the organisms act ; and, secondlv, to
reduce to a minimum the organisis themselves.
By careful securing of vessels and careful pressure
upon the region of the wound, we endeavor to

prevent oozing and accumulation ini the woîund,
thereby reducing to a minimum the media, and by
antiseptic agencies we endeavor to prevent the
accession of nicro-organisms.

By a successful employment of these means
the opposed surfaces are kept in contact, and
nothing interfering with the natural process, heal-
ing takes place immediately. Among the advan-
tages resulting from this better treatment of wounds
are: Diminution of the risks of secondary hmor-
rhage, which often results froni the ulceration of
the tied vessels, consequent upon the septic hemîp
ligatures, which danger is removed by the use of
animal ligatures, which are readily absorbetd and
perfectly antiseptic ; and the infrequency of septic


