down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itrelf against the knowledge of God,
an bringing into captisity ever; wought to
the obedienee of himeell”

II. The Subbak is descerated when only a
portion of its haurs are devoted to sacred pur
poses, the remamder being spent in busingss or
fa.pleasure.~The spirit, as well as the letter,
of'tho Sabbath law 1equires, that we conse-
crate each seventh day 1o the worship of Ged.
Mo one doubts whe her the six days given for
worldly husiness are to be taken cntire ; and
were not the carnal mind enmity against
God, and not subject to his law, the digtineti-
on of “ churek hours” wonld never have been
heard of This is one of the miny ways in
which tho ehurch of Rome, and those who
symbolize with her, make vord the law of
God by tieir traditions; and the tadt, that
some of our statutex, and many of our charch.
going populdtion, stll recognis * hurch
houry” as pomessing an exclmsive sapctity,
and a spocial obligation, which do not apper-
tain to the other party of the day, proves, that
the Reformation was incomplete, and that
Protestants have yet much to learn, in respect
of duty, as well as of privilege,

This distinction hay noteven the shadow of
seriptural autherity; and, if admitte 3, it would
uttorly destroy the harmony which exis's be-
tween the type and the antitype—the earth-
ly and tho neavenly rest. It is obviously bas.
ed upon the assumption, that our obligations
to keep the day Aoly, are human and conven-
tional; and it involves the double guilt of
tuking from, and of adding to, the things writ-
ten in the book of God. It implies that the
duty we owe to God i3 altoge ther public and
coremonial ; that family worship, the religi-
ous training of our children, apd the cultiva-
tion of a devout spirtt, in the use of closet ex-
ercises, are matters of trivial importance, and
m3y be neglected wirthout lo«, or guilt, or a-
ny great risk; provided wo spend a given
number of hoars inthe great congregation.—
Nay more, it implics an insinuation that God
has claimed an undug proportion of our time,
that his Sabbath is a tax on our temporal in-
terosts, and a bar to our happiness; and that
oonsequently, wa do well.to alienate part of
1t to business or pleasure, as we may feel in-
clined. ‘These are some of the.guilty impli-
cations with which this irreligious matilation
of tho Lovd's day isjchargeable ; and the bare
mention of them is suflicient to draw forth
the cordial condemnation of each lover of the
Sabbath  Every sound argument which can
be adduced to, prove that a part of the Sab-
bath ought to be sanctified, carned to its le-
gitimate issue, w.il prove that the entire day
15 holy, and ough? to be employed in the pub-
Lic and private exercises of religion.

Lot none, therefore, deceive themselvesby
imagining, that if they attend a place of wor-
shiponce or twice, they are atliberty to spend
the remainder of the day in journe)ing, plea-
sure excursiong, domestic amusgments, or pre-
paratory arrangements for the business of
Bonday. The day, the whole day, isthe
Lord's, and He commands ug to * REEP 1T
goLY.” Hescornsadivided allegiance ;and
it i3 at our peril if we divide its hours between
his worship and the service of Mammon  If
we mar the type we dishonour its author, we
destroy its eflicacy, and we forfeit our inte-
regtin ita heavenly anti-type. To rob God
of apartothisdayin privateafter weaave been

rotessing to worshup lum ia pubdn, is raok

ypocxisy ; itis to enact the sin of those de-

v

acivers who «alled Jesus © Lord, i.ord,” hat

THE SABBATH OBSERVER:

did not things he commanded them , and if
wo becomo partners an thur guilt, we shall
assuredly be made sharers in their punish-
ment.  Ifwe condemn the secalarity of the
Jews, who, turned. the temple to a houss of
merchandise ;. and abbor lﬂc tapiety of Bel-
shazzar, who, " with his princes, bis wives,
and his concubinas,” in theie prond revelry,
“drank out of the golden and silver vessels
which Nebu:hadnezzar had taken out of the
houge of the Lord.”let ug shrink.from tle
no less palpable sacrilego of prusttuting the
evemng bours of thy Lot s-day to writing
lottors of business, taking stock, fagging at
tho ledger, or asarvey of.the farm, If we
woulll cscape the curse of lim & that dooth
the work of the Lard decentully, there must
bo no mistake in this matter, no halting be-
tween tWo opinions—no. trimming between
God and Mammon. The *sign” * will 1ake
effect, proving,either that we are for the Re-
deemer, or that we ace agucast him , that we
are of.those who gather with bim, or that our
perilous emplogment ix to scatter and destroy.
The commandments of the Lard are. not
grievons ; and he will not allow us, with im-~
punity to treat them as.if' they wero so, or
to asperse him, by word or deed, asif he
were an , austere Master ¢ reaping where he
had no. sown, and.gathering where be had
not strawed.”

“ Bat wisdom is justificd of her children ;”
and the people of God are furward to contess
that his * service is perfect frecdom;” and
that in keeping his_commandments * there 15

reat reward ™ « This is the pax. which 1he

ard hath made, we will rejowce and be glad
in 1T ¢ A pay n thy courts is better than a
thousand I had rather be a deor-keeper”
(or as the margin readys, +* I would choose ra-
ther to sit at the thresbold™) * of tha hauss of
mx God, than todwell in the tents of wick-
edness.”  This is the genuine language of all
who love Go, in all churches, and 1 all parts
of the earth. Top them the Sabbath-day 13
the best and brightest of the seven. They
long tor its dawn; they regret its dechine;
tacy rejoice to know that on it * God rested
from ail his.work which he had made;” and
thag he « blessed it and .sanctificd 1t,” from
its commencemeont tosts close. They cxult
n the fact that their Lord broke forth from
the captivity of the.grave, and entered into
his state of mentorjous REST,  sery zarly in
the morninyy when 1t was yet dark;” and that
he commue& ta comraune, and to break with
his.disciplos tll it wag » toward evening, and
the day far spent” Whethor they consider
the cxample he has sct them, the com-
mandments he hag given them, .the clams-
of . his lave, tha iaterests of his cause,
the bappiness of their 1ellow-men, the wants
of thewr own souls, or the fatigues ot their bo-
dies, they darc not alicnate any partof.his
day from it divine and legitimate uses ; and
to all who tempt them to do so they say,
« How can 1do t}us great wickedness, and
sin again:t God ¥
—

* Ezekiel xx. 12,

A FEW WORDS TO TEE WORKING
CLASSES ON THE SABBATH
QUESTION.

FRIENDS ARD FELLOW-COURTRYMEN,—
The qaestion as to keeping sacred the rest
of the Sabbath is creating every diiy a deep-
er and more extended intereat. Both par.
tioy engaged in the discussion plead your

¥A%

wellara aslargely staked on the sdes which:
they reepectivaly defend.  Qn the onu baud,
it 18 alleged, that the industrious pose- should

have the means of recreation and enjoymant
on the Lord's-day , and that what is called a
Letter observance would ouly prove a biiter ob--
servance of that racred season: while, on the
other hand, it i3 argued, that pleasme can

only be procurod by labour; and that it the

rest of the Sabbath be toany extent compra.:
mised, all its inestimable benefits must be

broaght into jeopardy I donot ar all regret

that the controversy has taken this direction.

Inall religions questions, our grand appeal

must be to the scriptures. But the ible it

self reprezents tho Sabbath as a day of rest—

a day on which servants are not to do-custo.

maty work—a day of velief, in oher words,

for the labouring and heawy-laden; and, there-

fore, any view of the Sabbaih really uakind

and innnical to the Woiking Classes must be

equally opposed to revelationas to a humane

and enlightened expediency.

A great cftort has recently been.pade to
Hmit the hours of laboar  After many de-
bates resumed in successive sessions, a ten-
haurs’ factory bill has actually passed througls.
Parliamnent, and become the law of the land.
By private nsgodiations and combuned xe-
monstrances, the victims of long . hours in
shops, warehowses, ofices, &c., have in many.
instanves, obtained a similar, though not cqual
absidgement of daily service. The success
of this lattez movement is far from bemng com-
plete, dut the movement is not over,—it 13.

now i;ros.c\:.utcgl more energetieally than ever;
and 1 rejoice in this oppurtunity ot express-

ing, though in an incidertal manner, my var-
nest desires for it triumphant issue.

It is of very great importance to limit the
kours of labour. Eiery argument, however, -
on behalf of such a.cessation of toil, apphes
with tenfold force to a limitation of the days
of labour. Whether the respite be demand-
ed as.conducive to health, or.to domestic or-
der and fellowship, or to mental culuvation,
a part of each day can have nosuch efficacy
as an entire stated day, in ataining the ends
con‘e nplated.  Sappose a labourer to have
only one hour of leisure out of the twenty-
four, how greatis the uniihelihood that he
will turn it to any profitable account? If
he should think of improsing himseif 1n any
way, thiv work of selfia prosement must be
+0 svon arrested that he las no beart to begin
it. Heis wearied and jaded, and the bard
eaperience of the day still affects lus spinits,
when his task is condluded.  He is tempted
to sink intu stupor, ortc seck a remedy for
indolence, worse than the disvase, in someo
perniciots stimulus. When a lahorer Las
two hours, he has doalle vncouragement to
make & god use of thein.  What, then, shali
he think of'a whole day to himsclf?  If the
idea were not 5o famnliar to w3, it would be
resplendent with fascinations; aad the de-
liaht whiki it inspired woull be qualfied on-
ly by the fear that a conceptior xo charmng,
was oo good to be realized.  The Jews reck-
oned the day asbeginning with sunzet,  Give
the workman all the Sablath to himself, and
he will feel as if sunset on Saturday were the
beginning of aday.  Ar evenmg time it will
seem light  His pillos will appear to be soft-
erand sweeter than usual, winle hie laya his
head on ity eaying, Thete 1y to be no 101l to-
morrow ! And when Le awakes, he wilk;
wouder, perhaps, what is mak.ny bim so glad, ,
till he 1omembers that the bght whih stuoes -
upon him iz the Jight of liberty, and that tha



