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theso pagas word fur word. Wo inquired 1t hor teacher usually
cowpelled her class to reaitein that way, and her angwer was
s yes.” Tnis mode of lenrning history was once quite common.
In Dorcester, a very respectable gentleman of the old schoul
came in one day to examine our class in history. IHis first yues-
tion was in regard to the discovery of America. A scholar com-
monced tu ave an account of it.  * Stop,” he said, *lot me find
the place.” ~ That found, he put his finger on the line, and said
“now, go on.”  We had to explain that the scholars had not
learned the words of the book, but had sought rather the fucts
of history. Ile acquicsced at onco; butsuch was not the method
of study and recitation in his day.

Now, it is obvious that learning pago after page of some his-
torical toxt-book to recite verbabim, is not studying history ; nor
is simply hearing such recitation teaching history. Go into the
alcove of the Boston Athenreum devoted to historcal works, and
as you look upon the long rows of books, one above another, con-
sider what 5)1‘0%1‘088 in history a scholar can make upon that
old method! It could not much exceed that of a mouse which
had ¢ommenced gnawing some book in one corner of the alcove.

But let the teacher understand history, be able to unfold the
principles of its devclopment, map out its great divisious, give
an outline of its great facts, show Yxow these may be associafed

.and retained in the memory, waken a desire to know in regard
to important historical events, and indicate where in the assign-
cd toxt-book orin other works the desired kuowledge ean be
found, and heis teaching histor* and putting his scholars in a
féogition to avail themselves, if they wish, of all historical know-

dge.

So of arithmetic, grammar, geography, and all branches of
school study. Merely compelling scholars to learn lessons from
books and hearing them recited i3 not teaching. It does not re-
quire a very high order of mind, nor much skill, to do that. It
ian't worth tho minimum salary paid in our most parsimonious
towns. DBut teaching is opening up these subjects to yonng
minds, calling the faculties of these mindsinto activity, removing
individual hindrances, cncouraging and directing. Not the text
books are to be taught, but the subjects the text-books aim to
set forth. Tho teacher therefore must be greater than tho text
book, and must understand the conditions and modes of action
of the minds with which he has to do. The best there is in him
will be taxed to the utmost to secure the highest results.—
Cramped be undoubtedly is, and must be, in working out the
part assigned to him in a carcfully-arranged systemn, but he still
may ever have the great ends of education in view, and so teach
a8 to secure to his pupils the greatest ultimate good, rather than
tq snable them to get the hig%xest per cent at the next examin-
ation for promotion.—Mass’tts. Teacher.

ENGLISH LITERATURE.

N ( From the New York Teacher.)

PERIOD oF ORIGINAL ExGLISH.

A DISCUSSION of our literature previous to the year 1553, in-
volves the consideration of philosophy and and the scienco of
Ianguage, for, as has been observed, the earlier changes are more
marked in the lenguage, while the later growth is apparent in the
organic nature of the literature itself.
ho science of langungo, or comparative philology, is of recent
devclopment. Tho idea of uth‘ﬁ )Ehiloso;l))hy in  philological
studics had beea expressed by Lo acon, but previous to the
present century it had not taken a very firm hold upon the minds
even of the learned. In 1605 Bacon divided Grammer into two
- parts—tho ono literary, and the other philosophical. He concéiv-
ed the second to be a noblo kind of ar, and said that * if
any one well versed in various langueges, both the learned and

Ta ﬁar, should treat of their various properties, and show wherein

oach of them excelled and fell short—thus languages might be en-

riched by mutual commerce, and one beautiful image of speech, or
one gmnd model of langmge for just]lf expressing the sense of the
mind, formed like the Venus of Apelles, from the excellencies of
soveral.”” Hosaid further, that words are tho traces of impres-
sions of reason, and argued that as impressions afford some indica-
tion of the body that made them, they are worthy of deep philoso-
phical investigation. -

In 1710, Gottfrled Wilkelm von Leibritz stronglg' urged the
study of lnnguage upon exact scientific principles; and three years
later suggested to Peter the Great that the translation of the Lord’s
Prayer, the Ten Commandments, ete., into the various Janguages
of his dominion would increase his Majcsi,{’s lor{, aid the study
of language, and advance Christianity, But &ei ritz, like Lord
Bacon, was in advance of his age ; and it was not until two gene-
rations had d that his sopgestion bore fruit. At that time
{Cntherino I1. caused the publication of o comparative glossary of
two hundred and soventy-two languages of Afrien, America, Asia,
and Europe, This nwakened much interest, and the study of
langunge bas since been pursued upon more seicntific principles.

A new impotus was givon by Sic Willinm Jonoes, oo of tho_
most remarkable linguistz of his day. A thorough studont «f
Oriental literature, he becamo deeply nnpressed with tho valuo of
Sanscrit as & guide to the scientific knowledge of many cognate
languages, ll¢ asserted ns probable that Latin, Greek, and tho
Gothic and Celtic tongucs originated in it. In 1784 ho founded
tho Asiantic Society, and frum that time prugress was sery rapid in
philological studies.

Sanserit is the learned languuge of Hindustan, and hus not heon
~uoken for over two thousand years. Its name indieates that it is
tho polished labguage. It embodies the sacred Yedas, and, in the
well-considered ‘words of Maxmuller, exhibits the most ancient
chapter in tho history of the human intellect. Some of the fruits
of this venerablo tongue arve prosented in Furrar’s Famuhes of
Speech. 1t has fended to counteract the too great duvotion to
clagsical studies. These had given the mind of Lur&{w n one-sided
ond injurivus development. It has further rendered possible tho
working out of & true philosophy of history, and has proved ¢ that
all those nations that hayo been most remorkablo in the history of
the past, and which must be all hut univorsally dominant in the
history of the future, sprang from one common cradle, and nro
closely united by identity of origin and similar” of gifts.” The
languages in the class referred to are called Indo-Buropean or
Aryan, and to it belong the Sanscrit, Toutonic, Slavonio, Celtis,
and Rompnic tongues, each of which exists in various branches.

About forty years ago, Jacob Grimm laid tho foundation fur tho
historical investigation of language in his German grammar, one
of the greatest philolgical works of the age. e also discovered
what ig now called ¢ érimm’s Law’’ of the interchange of conson-
ants in the correspording words of the different Aryan langusges.
A simplo example will suffice to show this change in the conson-
ants. Puar in Sanscrit became fadar in Gothic, vadar in Low
Germun, and father in English. Nino hundred Sanserit roots
have been found thus appearivg with similar permutations in the
languages of Europe.

‘This hasty glance at the science of languago nust suffice for the
present.  Further study of it would make it myre interesting, and
would show its grent importance in its literary, philusophical,
political, historical, and religious relations.

Let us look over the languages of Euro, .
five classes :

1. Tho Celtic, which is now found only in the Highlands o
Scotland, the wildest parts of Ireland, tho Isle of Man, the muun-
tainous regions of Wales and Cornwall, and Brittany. The Celts
led in the early emigrations from the East, and their language,
after having crossed uver the continent of Europe, is now only
found lingering on its extreme western border, where it i~ year Ly
year losing its claim to be called a living speech.

1I. The Remanic, which is found in Italy, France, Spain and
Portugal. These all originated in the Ianguage of the ancient
Romarsy, aud exhibit evident traces of their Latin origin.

III. ‘The Gothic, which cxists in two divisions., The first in.
clades the Scandinavian languages, among which are thoso of Ice-
land, Denmark, Norwey and Swoden. The second includes Frisic,
High nnd Low German, Dutch and English, which aro ealled
Teutonic. .

1IV. The Slavoric, of which the principal divigions arc the
Russian and Polish, This class of language covers a vast extent of
territory in Europe, Asia, and North America.

V. Uralic, which is used by the Fins and Laplanders. It re-
coives its name from the Ural mountains, and extends into Asia.

By lcoking on a map of Europe, we find that the migrationy
of tZe nations have pushed the Celtic languoge to the extreme
western verge ; that tho Romanic are ccnfined to the southern part ;
the Slavonic to the eastern ; and the Uralic to the nortbern coun-
tries, while the great central portion is cccupied by natiens speak-
ing the Gothic tongues. This distribution of languages is not an
arrangement of mian, but the fulflment of & design which has
governed the movements of nations for many generations.

The language which we use is described as belonging to the
Teutonic division of the Gothic branch of the Inde-European tribe
of Innguages, and the classification we have just made will show us
that tﬁe description is a true one.  We have already learned that
the changes in English bave been gradual; let ud now_ romember
that they not been Tadical—that the roots mny hoe traced back pure
and unmixed through Lower German and Gothic to their home in
the birth-place of the .iryan language. BMax Miiller, probably
the highest authority on this subject, says : ** Not a single drop ot
foreign blood has entered into tho orgonio system of the English
language. The grammar, tho blood, the soul of the language isas
pure and uninised as spoken in the British lules as it wns when

ken on the German Oceanby tho Angles, Snxons, and Jutes of
fﬁg Continent.”” L o .

Wearo now prepared to enter more particulerly upon the study
of the earlier exprossions of our language. Wotind them in rude
Iyric poctry. To this class belongs also the Iig- Veda, the carliest
of the Hindu writings, and the Book of Job, Qttr}butgd‘ to nearly
the same period, is in Hebrew pootry. So, too, in Yrance, there
were the froubadours ; among the Scandinavians were the scalds,
the Greeks had their rhapsodists, andour forefathors took delight
in tho song of the, Gleeman. The office of each of theso elasses was
to publish literature. Tt is natural that the poetry’ should. thus

We find thew i

lprccedo prose, becauso it cxpresses those seotiments whiclt occupy



