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The Chairman felt sure that, after the way
in which the members had from time to time
received tho observations of Mr. Martindale,
lio had only to suggest to them that which
they were anxious to give him, and that was
a hearty vote of thanks for the important
practical remarks which he had placed before
thom. Ho (the Chairman) did not think they
would regret the adjourninent of the discus-
sion till that night, if only for the observa-
tions to which they had just listencd. Mr.
Martindale had suggested that every formula
of the Pharmacopeeia shonld be submitted to
this Society in tho samo way that every clause
of a Bill was submitted to the House of
Commons. It had been shown that evening
that great practical results did arise from
bringing these formule beforo them and dis-
cussing them. At the last meoting it was
suggested by Professor Attficld, that they
would be glad to veceive the suggestions and
experiences of tho younger members of the
pharmaceutical body, thoss who are daily in
%mctical contact with ‘he working of the

harmacopeeia; and he (the Chairman)hoped
that some of those present were prepared to

give some of their experiences, to stato their

difficulties, and to ask for an clucidation or
explanation of them.

Mr. Gerrard (of Guy’s Hospital) said he
wished to make a few remarks with regard to
compound ointment of mercury, which he had
found a difficulty in preparing. The direc-
tions in the Pharmacopeeia were o add the
oil to the melted wax. It did not say that
the oil was to be hot, and from the directions
given, he should infer that it was to be cold;
but when they added oil to the wax it was
immediately precipitated. When the mixture
was nearly cold they were told to add cam-
phor and ointment of mercury, and in doing
so they got an unsatisfactory preparation,
especially in making a large quantity. The
Pharmacopeeia instructions for making this
ointment in small quantities might be practi-
cable, but they were not practicable for
making the quantity ordered in the Pharma-
copeeia. In dealing with a large quantity of
camplior,—say four or six ounces,—it was
difficult to get it in a state of powder suffi-
ciently fino to make a smooth ointment ; and
the only way of getting over it was to melt
the wax and oil together, then put in the
ointment of mercury, and stir well ; and when
the mixture was getting cold, or towards a
solid state, to put in the powdered camphor,
and, by stirring it, they would’get an oint-
ment perfectly smooth and consistent. Then,
again, with reference to hemlock poultice.
In the Pharmacopeeia it was ordered to be
made with dry powdered leaf; but would it
not be better to use extract for this prepara-
tion? because they knew very well that in
the experience of cminent men the dry leaf
of hemlock was found to contain scarcely any
active principle. He had heard the opinion
of several eminent medical men upon this
point, and in the house where he was, they
were in the habit of using the extract instead
of the powdered leaf, and found it answered
better,

Mr. Dartwright remarked that Mr. Martin-
dale had dismissed the subject of fresh tine-
ture of orange-pecl more briefly than he
should have liked, bLecause it so happened
that he had made tincture of orange-peel
from fresh Seville oranges and rectified spirit,
with all the assurance of certain eminent men
at his back, that it was considercd immeasur-
ably superior to the officinal form, that of the

British Pharmacopoeia, bLut uwufortunately, ’it. Now, he (Dr. Redwood) found that by

the Britash public preferred the tincture made
with the dred peel. Ho should, however,
like to know what proportion of fresh peel
Mr. Martindalo would substitute for the
dried,

Mr. Martindalo thought about double the
quantity, the peel being cut thin,

BMr. Sandfurd considered one and a half
for ono a fair proportion, the thinly cut fresh
peel contained much less of the inert white
interior than the dried,

A member remarked that there was a de-
ficiency of tests given m the Pharmacopeia
for sume of the articles ordered. For instance
there was no chemical test for glycerme.

The Chairman said it certanly appeared to
him to be a defect that in the Pharmacopwia
that there was no test but that of speafic
gravity for glycerine, which was dmly be-
coming more and mors important, It was a
fact that somo specimens of glycerine pos-
sessed all the physical characteristics required
in the Pharmacopeein which were not fit to
be used in making tannic acid glycerine and
the gallic acid glycerine.

Dr., Redwood said it was new to him to
hear thot the Pharmacopeeia was deficient in
the number of tests ordered. A statement
had, indeed, been made in quite the opposite
direction during the discussion of the sub-
ject, nawely, that the Pharmacopela re-
quired too much 1n the use of chemical tests
and in the requirements of purity m the
substances employed. He was not preparved
to say that their might not be indwidual
cases--he had no doubt there were, and the
one referred to might be of that description
—where the tests werc not so complete as
they might be, or asit was desirable that they
should be. It was, however,—and he had
adverted to the fact beforo—absolutely im-
possible to give such a complete system of
tests of the substances ordered to be used in
medicine, as would ensure the absence of all
impuritics in them without greatly complicat-
ing the work, and enlarging 1t to an extent
which would Le very undesirable, Whilst
they give the leading tests for indicating the
principal impurnities most likely to occur, and
which it was most important to guard against
thoy must leave much to the knowledge, skill
and judgment, of thuse who had to put the
work into effect.  And, therefore, whilst they
were educating their young men, and enabi-
ing them to provide against the mntroduction
of such impurities in medicines as would
mterfere with their cficasy, they must from
time to time, in successive editions of the
Pharmacopeeia, increase the number of tests,
as they had done in those which had recently
appeared. But Le could not say that he ever
expected to see o Pharmacopeeia that would
give tests for the detection of all impurities.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Dr. Red-
wood made some remarks on the preparation
of the diluted nitro-hydrochloric acid of the
Pharmacopoeia. He said this had already
been made the subject of several communica-
tions by gentlemen, who alinded to the fact
that, when made as directed in the Pharma-
copeia, it was liable to considerable variation
in strength, arising from the loss of some of
the evolved gases. Mr. Porter had suggested
2 _special apparatus for its preparation, by
which the loss of gas was aveided; but Mr.
Porter’s apparatus, although ingenious, was
rather complicated and expensive. Mr. Por-
ter, in his paper, alluded to the use of a more
simple arrangement, but did not recommend

"using two Winchester quart Lottles, putting

the nnxed acids into one, and the water into
the other, and conmecting the Lottles by a
tube, partly of glass and partly of india-rub-

! ber, tho loss of gas may be almost entirely

prevented, and & uniform product vbtained,
which nearly answered to the tests given in
the Pharmacopwia.

M. Tilden said he thought in one respect
the product, in whatever way it might be
made, would not answer to the Pharmacopeeia
test, and that was in its nentralizing power.
Ho found by calenlation that the acids, in
their unmixed state, had less ncutralizing
power than was assigned to them: when mx-
cd, But he had alsushown that the acids, if
mixed at once with the water, yielded a simi-
lar result to that obtained by the Plarmaco-
peein method if it be kept exposed to the
light for about a week.

Fluid Extraots.*
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N. GRAY BARTLETT.

No topic counected with Pharmacy has,
during the past year, occasioned more dis-
cussion than the subject of this article; and,
indeed, 1ts importance, espeetally as the re-
vision of the Pharmacopeeia is near at hand,
justifies the amount of labor that has been
bestowed upon it. When the list of this class
of preparations was extended at the last re-
vision, it was hoped and beheved that many,
if not the majority of apothecaries would un-
dertake their manufacture, mstead of relying
upon the conunercial articles, This antict-
pated advantage has never been realized ; at
the outset, the high tax upon aleohol, placing
its value above $1 per gallon, and the great
loss of menstruum entaled by many formulas
serivusly militated against any attempt at the
preparation of fluid extracts on a scale suited
to the wants of the dispensing chemist. Tho
large manufacturers, having facilities for the
cconomical use of alcohol, not to mention a
suspected cconomical uso of the respective
drugs, were enabled to offer their products at
figures so low, comparatively, as to sccure
their very genceral use from economical con-
siderations. These manufacturing pharma-
cists were not slow in discovermg the im-
mense demand that would anse for their
fluid extracts, could they once induce apothe-
caries to prepare the weaker preparations,
such as tinctures, wines, syrups, and nfu-
sions from their ‘‘concentrated” produets,
and they were unsparing in theiv cfforts to
sccure such a harvest, and gratuitously fur-
nished ¢ books of formulwe,” giving the requi-
site information, and enumecrating the ad-
vantages of the extemporaneous process.
Self-interest makes conviction easy, and their
arguments were not unheeded; indced, it
may be safely said, that a large majunty of
pothecaries, in city and country, make their
wines, tinctures, syrups, cte., from fluid ex-
tracts, purchased from manufacturers, and
give, consequently, to the former prepara-
tions all the uncertainty that pertams to the
latter. It will notbe disputed that commer-
cial fluid extracts are far below the officinal
standard, for thisis not only evidenced by
the physical properties of the articles, and
the cxperience of physicians, but by admis-
sions of manufacturers, if published doses
and formulas can be considered as indicative
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