THE GOSPEL MESSENGER,OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.

aver more 1 Ah yon! knowing that not the * of practico? God convert yousnd spare you,

same grace only, but tho samo glory teoawaits
us all, not only loaps the hoart with livolior
gratitude to God, and with & spirit of more
chearful obedienco to his will, thus furnishing
us with the noblest principles of daty, but,
from & conviction of tho indissclubto unity of
our interosts and destiny, woare quickenod by
s iore profound and tender sympathy with
our kind and prompted to & more energotie
and gonial oxerciso of all tho botter affections
and oharitios, aund thus imp=iled to tho prac-
tice of the highest demands of duty.

Suchare somo of tho blessings possessed,
such somo of the advantagoes bestowed, by that
faith in Christ, through whicl wo have accoss
to tho state of grace whercin we stand, How
thon should the responsibilities it dovolves,
jmpress, animate and rouso us? From the
difforent quarters of tho land have we assomb-
td to day, necording to our yearly custom, to
oounsel and pongratulate one another on the
condition of our causo, to rojoice in our privil-
eges, I teust also to lamont beforo God, the
defections inthe conduct of tho past, and to
form high and holy resolves for the conduet
of the coming year. Woe exult in our advan-
tagos! Let us romember he only truly ap-
preciatos a blessing who appreciates tho du-
tles it imposos,

Brothron in the ministry, sre weawako to
tho importanca of the charge committed to
ourcaro? Wao arethe guardians of our poo-
pla in “that state of grace wherein they stand.”
Tous it appertains to prevept their fall, to
urge, and oncourago them to progress, Are
wo famitiar with tho whole counsel of God ?
Do we love it, value it, and enforce it, in
preaching, and by conduct? Do wo givo at-
fontion to reading,to exhortation, to doctrino 2
Do wo, by astudy of all the colateral aids to
the word of God, do we, by a critical and do-
vout attention to that word itself, strivo con-
stantlyto savo both ourselvesand those who
hearue?

Do wo amuso our gongregations with in-

. forential speculations, do we starvo thom with
meagre courses of moral maxims, or do weo
onforce upon thom the precepts of the Gospel,
by tho vivifying power of the. doatrine of
tho Gospel? Are we active and affoo-
tion®e in our intercourse with our peo-

und conduct you to ournext annual assembly
a perdoned and rejoicing penitent.  Are you
morcifut and compassionate, honorable and
pure, gontlsIn your scrutiny of yourself, jus-
tificd by tith, and at peaco with God

Again wo say, God bless you, and spare
you, and guide you ageta to this our yeaty
convoostlon, your heart, glowing with the
prospeet. of univorsal holinoss, ostablished,
and pregnent with prosent, and personal tholi-
noss, fillod with tho poace that passoth under-
standing, tho joy that is unuttorable and full
of glory.

WAnd now may the God of peace, that
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the
blood of tho overlasting covenant, make us
porfect 1n overy good work todo his will, work-
ing in us that which is well pleasing in his
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
for evorand ever. Amen.

Partialism doing its Work.

Tho following letter from Br, Aspinwe
records anothor lamentable case of suicide b

isbut one of hundreds of instances of

axthough these, if nothing clse, might ope!
the eyesof the deladed advocates of tho sys«
tem of partiality and eruelty ! O! how much
miscry and wretchedness it has caused inthe
world! ‘Theremarks of Br. A. which follow,
are so appropriate, that we doem it unneces-
sary to add more :

had been greatly excited upon religious sub-
 grace for hor had passed, and thero was nb
oideat daughter were. attonding a meeting in
dwelling; and thero put an end tohor earthly

existence by hanging herself,
1 have mado considerable inquiry upon the

plet Are we P Uy acquainted with
our ocongfogations, and thus familiar with
their spiritual wants, and able rightly to divide
w thom the word of truth; or like Eastern
deapots, do we only como forth poriodically
from our seclusion, to publish to them on the
Sebbath, appoals and exhortations, admirable
fu theory and principlo perhaps, but uttorly
foreign, it may be, to their poculiar circum-
stannoes and necessitios¥ Ina word, aro wo
. fuithful ministers of Josus Christ, carnest in
the cultivation of sosial quelifications, intellec-
‘el excellones, and personal godlinoss, and so
fitting ourseirds, judiciously and efficiently to
minister graco to our hearors? What we
have lackod of altthis the past year, may God
onsble usto supply during tho prosent, give
ws many rejoicing souls as thoseslsof our min-
intry, and shod uponour Iabors his “blessing,
which maketh rieh, and addeth no gorrow.”
Brothren of the hity, do you strengthen
the hands of your pastors, and oncourago
thoir hearts, by lives and conduct bocoming
the gospel of your Master ; ot do you bafile
and defeat their tost auxious oxertions, by
. acldness, your indifforonce, your parsi-
mony, or your wickedness 1 Aro you regular
ilyour,{iciu to tho_aancmry, “jinstant in
prayer,” comscious of your possession of the
spirit of Christ, snd assiduous it cultivating
aad manifesting its influcnoes, by daily prog-
rose tn grace, gontieness of tompor, kindness
o your domestic and social relations, and
houoety and integrity in your business intor-
osqurse?  Are you dogmetioat and controver-
‘slal in.mattors of fuith, Jooss and negligent
prinps dishonestand licentious in mattcrs

bject, and from what I can loarn from ler
relativesand others, there seems tobe butue
opinion by those who know the gircumatan-
cos in reference to this sad tragedy, viz: that
it was caused solely by religions excilommt.
Sholiws lofta husband and u family of small
childron. o

For somo two months past there have keen
. maany and constant offorts mado to sreateand
continuo in tho minds of the poople of that
vicinity, an nt on the question in ro-
gard v their condition in the futare worll.—
That those cfforts were crowned with some
sucosss, we have the melancholy evideroce in

those cfforts werchestowod. A Camp Moot~
ing was held in tho vicinity early isScntom-
ber, during which was exhibited the usual
amount of extravaganciesand terrifio Jangu-
ago of ‘similar meetinga. But the result it
appoers did not answer the expoctations of
‘the managers, and they accordingly commen-
ocd_another efort in the shape of » prottasted
mesting, whieh I beliove oontinued s number
of weeke. Still the result was not satisfo-
tory (the frwits had mot yet_fully appeared)
and adopting it scems the. motto of Jaccd
Faithful, “Better luck mext time,” thoy have
made tho third effort in tho samo neighbor-
hoods. Mre. H., was an attendant at all
theso meetings ; and however It may have
‘been with others, her actions and 7ate prove,
that she, at least, was sincere. She made
overy effortto “get religion;” she followed
the directions of the loaders—ehe sgouized
and preyed, aad wept, relying confideatly
upon tiic ssrurances that were given Lor, that

faith in tho doctringof endless misery. This,
the]
kind which have ocourred; and it would soe:j

+ Another of thoso numerous- instances of
suivide, caused by falso viows of God's gov-
crnment and man’s destiny, occurred last Ba-
turdsy night, in Charlestown, Montgomery
Co. AMss. Hight, an amiable and estimable
woma, whoso mind for somo timo proviously

jeots, came to tho conclusion that the day of

hope foc her; and whilst her husband and

thetragio end of cne upon whom much .of

if she would throw herself into the arms of
Joaus, ho would take the burden from her
auguished soul, But alas? every cxpedient
failod; hopo upon his bright wings fled away;
the hoeavens grow black with angor; the
smile of mercy upon God's brow booamo a
frown of wrath; and tum whichsoover way
sho would, sho saw nought for hor bnt gloom
and despair in time, and s gaping insatlate,
cndlosa hell, in etornity ! Who can wonder
that renson tottered upon her throne and foll 1
that whon carth with all its beautios and bles-
wings lost its charms, and eternity was robbed
of its glory, tho hand of despair should ad-
“Just the fatal cord !

O, endless miscry ! thou scourge of the
human race—thon blightihg, withering mons-
tor curse | when wilt thou cesse thy unholy
and torrible work of crushing hoarts, dostroy-
ing hopes, and desolating homes! Go, thou
monster, to that home to which, thou hast
brought bereayemeni and darknees, and
death ; witness the tear, the heaving bosom ;
liston to the cries of thoso little ones for
mother—that mothor of whom thou in thy
dresdful oruelty hast deprived them; and
hadst thou a heart, and that heart were ada.
ment itself, it would cry enough!

And ye advocates of endless misery, go
und seo tho work that thy cherished dootrine
has done~—ponder well upon tho lesson which
jstaught in the sad fato of that earnost and
sincere woman; and ask of your hearts the
quostion—did the doctrine of him who came
10 preach « good tidings *of grest joy, which
shall be to ail people”—to comfort all thet
mourn, over cawso & single individual to lift
iis hand against his own life? Did it ever
ause 1. porson to distrust tho goodness and
nerey of our heavenly Fathier, who with pa-
sental caro and kindness blesses us every mo-
nept of his existence? Was it the religion
sf the Savior, who camo to pour joy and
gladness into the despaiting Bosom, give hopo
o the desponding, and point suffering and
sorrowing humanity to the Father who is
grood to ali and whose tender moreiesare over
all his works ; that wrouyht the mournful re-
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the neighborhood, after arranging hor domes-] sult which Wwo. now rccord? Nayt! The
tie affaire, rotired toa smoko Bouse near the ' religion of Jesus “never was designed to

! mako aur pleasures Joss” and can therefore
nover make us weary of life and cause us to
violato its saczedners. On tho contrary, it
impazts o swectness and holy joy to the sa-
ered gifte, It fills the soul with confidence
and love. It brightens our-whole mortal jour-

» glorious and bliseful immortality. And I
cannot avoid the couviction that, if shat fel_
low-being whosc depsrture wo are oaliod to
Jamont, had bolioved and rcalized the great
truths that, God_ is the Fatker of all, and
heaventhe home of all, she never would have
lifted her hand against her own life.

May the wamning of tho mclancholy ins-
tance I have hero rocorded be heeded by all;
and cspacially may the advocates of the
boundiess goodness of the Infinite One, do
{ their duty, -preach she word: feithfully, and
+“ghun ot to declare the thole cownsel of
God P—Amen. 3. A. Asmswarr.

Braman's Corner’s, N, Y., Nov. 10, 1849,

The Important Questions..

Every thoughtful Christian iaquires, Is God
my fricnd? Ishe shofriend ofmy. Tacet s
he the anemy of nonc ! Is he well:disposed
towards me now, and will he ever remaiu the
same? Shall weall b safe to cater his pres-
ence beyond the Jordsn of death ¥

Thousands are t ted day and night
throughe fear ofthe: enwity of tho sapreme ]
Being. And well mightall foar and tremble
if hewere oor encmy—hed beeoine »o from
out multiplied transgressions ; forin hinhands
are our wealand woe for a nover ending et~

‘anger; that he has “ cterne] plaguos and heavy
‘chlim" in stote for those who donot couform

ney, and yieldsthe delightful anticipations of”

eenity. Omos sdmit that he burat with ficres |.
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to his roquirements in this world, and no re-
fleoting man canfoel safe at any hour of hw
life. Deep, dark, horrid, uncertainty is be-
fore him—the grsve ya! and holl opeus
wide its jaws a littlo beyond,

Butall such representations of God are
not only destructive to human happinoss, but
falso, and opposite] to the plainest teachings
of the Bible. God was never the enomy of
any man, Ho never had the disposition to
cause stfforing boyond what would ultimate
ingood: The glory of the Gospel consists
in the olear revelation it makes of his friend-
ship towards all men, and his intentions to
save by his grace, oven the vilest men,  Look
at the repord of hiv will,

« For scarcely for a righteous man will one
dio; yot peradventura for & good man soine
would evon dare todio. But God commend-
eth his*love towards us;in that, while we
wereyet sinners, Christ died for vs.” No
intimation here that God hated men boosuse
of theirsins ; no hint thet the sword of his
justice wae uplifted to cut the sinner down,
and that Josus came and rocoived it in his
own porson, in our stead, ss orthodoxy false-
ly teaches; but thefvory reverse is affirmed.
TJoaus came as the pledge, thoe commendation
of his Fathers love. As Johin says, +Not
that we loved God, but that he loved us; and
sent his Son, to be the propitiation for our
sins.” John3:10, Whenall mankind were-
onshrouded in unboliaf, and covered with
wickedness as with a garment, God eo loved™
them that ho sont his only begotten Son to
redoem them. And-now, if he- soccomplishes
what he intended and desiree, no soul will be
finally lost, Butwill his lovs ever fail? Paul
saysnats “ForIam persuaded, that neith-
er doath, nor life, nor angels, nor principali-
ties, nor powers, nor things to fcome, nor
height, nor depth, nor auy other creature, shall
e able to separato us from the love of God,
which is 7n Christ Jesus our Lord.

Tho same truth is set forth inall thoso pas-
sages which speak of the wunchangeability, of
God. “Dut he is of one mind, and who cant
turn him 1 and what his soul dosireth, even
thatbodoeth T Every good gift, and evéry
perfect gift ia from above, and comoth down
from the Father of lights with whom is
varisbleness, neithor shadow of turning."—
Jesus Christ the same yostordsy, and to-day,
and forever. . Such truths st aside entwely
the old notions that by snd by God will be-
come tho uncoasing enemy of sinners; and
that his Son, from being 2 Lamb, will as-
sume the officeof & storn and unrclenting
judge, and cooly sentence to-endless misery
tho objocts of his dying love. What 3 libel
upon his cheraoter !, What abominable aland-
er! Mo isthesamo forcver, lika his Father
whom he roprosents, and will not cease his
efforts as the good Shopherd of mankind, till
tho last wanderer is rostored to the great fold
of heaven. -

Does auymen need to betold that his beet
friend will do him no herm?® Does he re-
quire an sssuranco that- ke who loves him
Sest will not sook his destruction ! W think
not ; let us know that our neighbor loves us
as himself, and all fear of harm from him
vanishes. The same faith should exist in
reforence to God, Admit#s all must intho
Tight of ‘the Bible, thiat our Father in howves,
P an wchangmg love ds all
mes, and why: should we fer-to entet -his
presence., Why not_love him with all the-
heartin retarnt—Star in_the Fest.,

“ UvRRIAZASTS DO. NOT REIIRYR IN XHL.
»xw »aye."—This 18 3 very great mistakc.
it is true we do net sce anythiag very mirs-
oulous or mysterious in the, sew birth, ror do
we rogard it as u radioal change of human
pature. Butyet wo profess to believe in 1t
jost us it is taught in the Bible, oo

 The potwarful bokd in Joug recbpianse ax.
ill-timcd plesesutry. .
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