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Tite Greait Mackenzie Basin.

Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, a native cf
Inrmess, bora ln the yoar 1783, emlgrated te
Canada and ontered the service cf the North-
West Fur Company, and wss stationed at Fort
Chlpewyan, on the shore cf Lake Athabauca
(lat. 59 dogres N.). Ou tho 3rd cf July, 1789,
hie started upen an exploration alcng the Great
lave River and Lake, and down the river

whloh bears bldi name te the Arotie Sea. Ho
returned on the 4th cf Saptember, and in a
second journey, commenced In October, 1793,
.tarted front Fort Chipewyan up the Peace
Rliver, acrosa the Columbia River, and thence
wcstward te the Pacifia Oceau st Cape Menzues
opposite Queen Charlottes Island. The nar-
rative cf bis expeditions was publisbed, la
L-indon ia 1801, and hoe was rowarded with
knighLbood for bis services.

Fromt the period cf 'MNackenz*e's discoveries
until quite rccently un effort was made by the
Ituperial or Colonial Oorornments te obtain
authentia information as te the rosources cf
thus vast region belonglng te the British Growa.
It remaîued in the undisturbed possession cf
the Indian trapper, the Rudaon'sj Bay Fur
traders, and thae missionaries te the R2d Man.
The remerkablo succesa which has followed tbe
cponing up for settlement cf tho North-West
Territory led to the Parliament cf the Domin.
Ion cf Ca ada appoinitng in 1887 a Ccmmittea
cf the Sonate te Ilinquire iuto and report upon
the resources of the Great Mackenzie BIsin."
Af tom takiug a great mass cf ovidence from mon
with an extensive knowledge cf the country,
inclu(ling Hudson's Biy Compeny's officials, the
amnent geological professera, Messrs. Dawson,
Bell, Saunders, Selwyn, and Macoun, mission-
arics, arctic explorera, the Hon. Mr. Dowdnoy
late Governor cf the North.West Territory,*à"nd
othors, issucd au interini report, 1898, in whicb
tbey say :-Tlîattho scope cf tho committeo's
inquiry embreced 1,200,000 square miles cf
territory, and that thero ia a possible area cf
650,000 square miles fittcd- for the growtb cf
potates, 407,009 suitable for barley, and 316,.
000 suitable for wbeat. That therei ia pastoral
area cf 860,000 square miles, 20,000 cf which le
open prairie with occasionel graves, 274,000
square miles, ir.cludiog the prairie, may bo
considered as arable land.

That throughout tho arable and pastoral area
latitude hears ne direct relation teasumumer
isotherme, the spring fiewers, and hudla cf
deciducus trocs appoar as early north cf Great
Slave Lake (latitude G3 degrees) as et Winnipeg;
St. Patit, Kingston, or Ottawa, and earlier on
tho Peace and Liard snd soe miner waters
wbere the climato resembîca that cf Wcstern
Ontario.

Ihet on the hcad waters cf the Peece, Liard,
and Peel rivera tborc a f roum 150,000 te 200,000
goûa miles which may be considercd aurifereus,

and that silvor, copper, and other valuable
minerais, abound in inexhaustible quantities.

Thot cridence submittcd te the commîttee
pointcd toe the existenco in the Athabasca and
Mackenzia valîcys tv the mont extensive
potroleuni field in Amnerica if net la the wbolo
world.

Tho commîttea recommend tbatiheflominion
Goveramout sbould roserve 40,000 square mi!cs
cf the potrolcuo field, as it wiUl probably recob,

la the near future, au encrmous value, and
rank among the cblef-swets of the Dominion.

Thora la an immnse lignite (coal) formation
covoring an are& cf upwards or 100,000 square
muiles whlch, la expoemi on the hanke cf tbe
rivere, showlng seama cf grcat tblckncss.

Wboat ripons as fer aortb us Fort Simnpson
(let. 03 deg.), and the-lande la the vlcys cf
the Puace, lcet, and Liard R ivera are sald to b.
exceedlngly fertile.

The reglon la fairly wooded, and will afford
an ample supply cf al the requirments nccesaary
for the settlement of tho country.

Fish and large and amall game exiSt in bound-
lais quantities.

Accons te this immense raglan bas hocome a
metter cf greateat case by the construction cf
the Canadien P'acifio Railwey ; paatengers eau
00w travel by railway witbout interruption
frein Halifax la Nova Setie, te Edmonton on
the Saskatchewan River, (romn where thora is a
waggoa.road cf uinoty miles te Athabasca
Landing, on the Athabasca River, where the
Hudson's Bey Company lie a steamer navi-
geting this river for ncarly 300 miles. With
the exception cf twc rapide, eue on the
Athabasca cf sixty miles, and the ether on the
Great Slave River, cf about ten miles, connea-
tien can. bo made with the Great Makenzie
River whicb, runs uninterruptcdly for 1,200
Miles te the Aretic Sca. The committee say
that evîdence ivas given before tbem sbewing
that the difficuities o! these rapide cen bo over-
coime by the construction cf tramways along
the hanks cf the respective rivera.

For many years te corne the Canadien Pacifie
Railway, by being extendcd froni Edmxonton te
Athabasca Landing, will afford an 2mple out-
lot for the produce of the petroleumn fields in
the Athabasca Valley. ]ly this Ilino (the Can-
adien Pacific) petroleuin Cen be sent west te tho
Pacifie cat and tant over the whole prairie
region. The evideuce given before thé coi-.
iittee hy Professera Dawson, Bell, and ethersj,
waa that the petroleuni existing in the Athabasca
and Mackenzie Valicys islaatically inexhaust-
ible, and that gold minera on the Poe River
are makfng (rom fift-een te twenty dollars per
day by wsbing the sand. Furtber eridence
by way of aupplement te the committee's
interini report bas lately been isaued by the
Dominion <3overnmont, which confirma in ail
casential partionlara the evidence giron la the
report cf 1888. Ail the wituesses concur indes -
cribiug the country as exceeding heaitbiy, some
describiug it as a erntable peradise, and nîhora
as; the finoat climate in th-3 world.

The summer reute' from Engiaud te this groat
and iutereatlng regien can ho accomplished witb
great ease ana pleasure in about sixteen days,
and at à muoderato cont, by taking staamerfrom
Liverpool te Montreal, tbonce by reilway te
Lake Huron, thonco by steamer te
Port Arther, thenco 14 the Cenedi-
an Pacifie Rellway te Winnipeg, Calgary ami
Edmonton, thence 14 coach te Athabasca
Laniding. Excellent rofroshments euh bcdî
cithor on board the railways or the steamers,
and at the varions btationsa long the linos cf
railway. A mire intereating and healtby
summor tour ta net te bo fcuud in the wbole
werld. ,JOSsEPH NEIsoN.

National Liberai Club, Loidn

Ontarlo's Agricîiltural 4Collcgc and
Expcrmeutil Parut.

Sanie tîmo &go THE COLONisx! rccived from
tho Ontario Department et Agriculture a copy
of the IlSeventeenth Annuel Report of tho On-
tario Agricultural Collage ana Expeximental
-arm," whlch was for the yer 1891. It hra

baen carofaliy read and ail the Important
points noted and we now propose to givo a few
extracts, for the bonefit of our readets, f rom
coeta of the mont Intcresting parts. The re.
port as a whole la watt arranged. and la it die-
talle shows tl'at great care must havo beon
taken ia the prepiration, of the matter. Part
1 contains tho report of tho President; Part 2
the report of the Professor of Naturel Hiistory
ani Geoology ; Part 3 the report of the Pro-
fcssor rf Chemistry and of the former Prefessor
of Chcmistry ; Part 4 tha report of the Pro.
fesser of Veterinary Soience ; Part 5 the re.
port of the foreman of the Hforticultu rai dopart.
nment; Part 6 the report of the College Phy.
uician ; Part 7 the report of the 1rofessor of
AýrIcuIture and l"armn Superintoodent, of the
Exporimental dopartment, cf the Parm fore.
man, and cf tho Mechanical foremnan ; and
Part 8 the report of the Prof essor cf Dalrying.
A aupplementary report cf the twelfth and
thirteenîli annuel meetings of the Agrictultural
and Experimnental Union in aiso givon.
% îThe, report cf the Preaident embraces ail the

points whioh we wish to bring out so wu % it
confine ourselves te ItL He opens, by paying
tribute te the enterprise and liberiity cf the
Miniter cf Agriculture and sai's that in con-
stquenco cf it the management have been able
te take several distinct ateps in aranco. L3rge
additions te tho equipment cf the college, the
Dairy and the Horticultural Depertments have
beeu made. By the purchaseocf the Notmaa
collection cf minerais the college came into
possession cfou oncf the beat collections cf fossle,
minerais and rock specimens te bc found rny.
where outside cf the large univeraity zabinet6
and museumae.

Ia the Horticultural Departinent the woi k la
beavy and demande very close attention. This
'work erubraces the care cf a twenty.thret acre
Iawn; a large collection cf ornamental treei
and sbrubs; a four acre kitchen. gardon ; a
sali nursery ; a fair.sizod orchard; a great
variety cf flowor-beds, and several forcnt troc
clumps; ail noeding constant attention and
mucli labor te keep theni ia presentable shape.

ln the Experimental Dairy deartment a
very satisfactory year's work waa dons. For
sereral years patthe greater part cf tho
building occupiod by this department bas beon
used as a creamery, whicb waa run on the
creani gathoriog plan, in order te ascertain
whathcr butter making could be successfully
carried on in a stock-raiaing, district. The
experiment hes beon quite aatisfecory. Mani.
tobans should note what the report sae cf this
exporiment. Rare la the scntenco;. "It bas
been sbown that aven in a neigbborhood wbich
gives it4 ett.ntion very largoly teo the breeding
and féoding'of boof cattloý-thatoevea in aucb 'a
noighborhood a croamery can he operatea se as
te gite the buttIir maker feir wages for'his
services and psy the farrnr a littie moto for
blis'butter than ho can got in the local m:srketa,
white it ralieros bis wile sad family of- nome
care and a large amount cf labor.Y Af ter th


