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1E'XTRACT OF AN ADDRESS 1)ELIVBRlZr, AT TH~1E SYiNOD'.S-
MIlSSIONARY MEl;ETING "ON TUE CITAB PAUTE BA-
JLY LABOURS OF TREi' FA'riIRS OF 01I. CILURCU."y

BY REV. JAMES WÂVDDEL'IL.

'fui: revieiv of the' life, tiinies and operatiolis of o1ur fatlîcrs o0el5 Upl a.
ivide Ji(.IC of' Colitemlplation, ani afibrdls sujl>(et fin- intiel profitable reflcction.

Our fatiiers, wv1ere are they ? Oht! sir, thore are tenider ani affi!cting l'e-
inniscences called upl by tlîis enquiry, to wh'bl I daî'e not trus~t înly feeling~s

even to allude.
They hiave gone to their rewvard. Their to1'z are ended. Tlieir conflicts

aire closed. Ail fleir labours and ail tlieir cniduram'ves have tîeen r'Clise(iaS
îîotlîîng. and less tlîan no,,n wlîcn coîupared ivith th(';r <fl'(it 1Q12iew

ut rcward. 'I'Iey rest froun tbiî' labours, buit tlieir i'ork is uiot donce. "J'le
Churcli which thev wveu'e p)riyileged, and at tlw saine time burdencd, to 1'laùlt
in the wildernes; Lias flot reaclied its inalurit.v. TIhe legacy ilhielh they Ieft
to those on lvlinn thc*ir mantie has fllenl is, the furithcérancce of the gospel
where they introduieed it, and the eniargenment of' the Clitirch whlere they
Ibunided it.

While they have mit off their armour and enteî'ed into rest, they rnay, for
auglit we knowv of' their state of being, look back upon tixe scenes of tlwi".
conflict, and watchî the operations of' those w~ho have. entered into their la-
1mairs. They rnay 'ejoice, atour successes iii the serv.ice of' Cliri4,, and bllash,
if lioly spirits miay, for our follies, and grieve for oîw ragrsio. At ail
evCflts, thouffli dead, the yet spea, lodl spa n say, Il" lo us, as
*we followed Chîrist."

Details of oui' fathers operations If may îiot on flic present, occasion large-
]y sulpply. Let me rather gI'oup) together sorne of the leading features ot
ilheir common character and select a f'ew of such incidents as w'ilI exhibit
them. in their true Iighit.

Ourfathers were men of unusual self-denz'al.
Look nt them. lcavingr the land of thecir na-.tivity--thie homes of their affec-

tions-the country in vii hi they ivere fitted by native talent and superiol'
attainiments to risc intô conspicuious positions and high places of usefulnes -

:rd xpatriating themnseves to, found a temple for the Most Iiigh in a dis
tant, andi, at that time, an unknown land.

.Dr Robertson, whose v'isit, in company wvitlî bis hiighly estcemed associ-
aites, to our Churches, we so muchi love to reznembem', in bis after w'lards pub-
lished accouint of' what lie saw and licard anion& us dlescribes wliat lie cilîs

the"Misin o te Pesyterian Chur-ch to Nova Scotia."- Sir. it is a, libel
uspon Missions to eall us a Mission Church. Tt is a stigma upon the meino-
ry of our fathers to style themn missionaries, in the modern acceptation of' tie
terni.

What, sir, is a mnissionary ? Is lie flot one ýselected. of the Chiurch, as pos-
sessingr peculiar adapts.tion for the work f0 bô perforrned iii a chosen field oif
operation ? Ifs, lie not outfitted-furnishied lvitlt ail quitâble equipments for
biis int,3restingr service ? Is lie not cared for, pmnved for, chierishied and sus.:
ained, by the sympathies, affections and exerLions of the Chureli lie x'epre-
sents ?

WVhere is there a sin gle f'cat xwe of the mis.4onary ini oui' flxtlies charac-
fer? In some instances, indeed, tlîey -were niissionied iii so far as being sent
oui is concerned. 1 have hecard father Ross tell of whiat he wvas accustonied
huîoî'ously to cail luis bantis/ient to Amci'ica.

Tffiarch.


