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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOC'ATE.

the attention of tho people of the United Statos fot tﬂeygt thirty
ar forty yoqrs, Nextfo our personal relations to Gud, thero was.
no subject of moro iritensc interest, I epcak of tho protection of
the people from tho traffic in intgxicating drinks. Those ilcas
now ‘Prevalent and ,carned out is Maino, ave extending through
the Union and the British Provinces, ovon to the }Old Werld—
Every civilized nation has folt tho ovils of this trafic, «nd has
act iteclf to limit the ravages inflicted by it.  Evory civilized go-
vernment has enacted Jaws maro or less stringent and sovore
sgainst it, according to tho experionce of the people, but alwags
ineffectually. The evil has beon-extending, and the vesuits of the
trfEo ago being cxperienced with tremendoys-effect all over tho
world, _

Within thirty or thirty fivo vears wise and tgood men in the
States and Provinces, and in Scotland have endcavoured to create
a public sentiment against tho uss of intoxicating drinke, and thue
millions have been induced to absiain from them. The cause has
beon making progress by sovers] steges—each stage eupposcd by
its friends to bo tho last.  Themen who began tho movement
thought oply of restricting the people to a moderats use of liquor.
Suon after, they announced tho principle of tota) sbstinence from
distilled liquor, then from wine,and thenagain from all intoxicating
liquors, It was then imagined that intemperance would to.
lally disappear; but how greatly have they been deceived? A
now gencration swas coming on the stage—boys of fourteen or ff-
tecn were becomihg men'of full age ovory sevon or cight years,
totally unacquainted with the reasonson which the reform rested.
They became an casy proy to temptation, and being lcd away by
the etror of the wicked, and while eno generation of drunkards
wero being buried, another r 2 up and the ranks were replenish-
ed. Intemperance still prevailed, It was nccessary to make ang-
ther movement, and the question now arose, has not suciety the
right to ,;mtoct itealf against tho ovils of tho traffic? This was
demanded on every hand, quietly and patiently, till at laet the
answet came from every quarter—yes? yes! socisty has the nght,
and ﬁaving the right, must also liave the duty to extend to the
ptoplo of the country and to their children, protection ngainst this
ternblo ey 1. W+ now, therefore, come fo the last stage (the last
according to the light at present possessed, though it is posmible
we may hereafter find ourselves mistaken, as our predecossors
have doae) and this lpst stage is the everlasting extirpation of the
traffic in intoxicating hquors,

In the middle of tho nineteenth century, how does it happen
that we must callect together in such largo numbers to stimulate
each other thus to protect ourselves?  If the influential classes
would throw themselecs into this movement—if the men, whose
spinions are potential, would support it, the wholo traffic would,
disappear. like tho cloud beforo the ricing sun.  But they will not
do sp, and this has been the case with every movement of reform
since the time of Christ.  Large masses of the people still think
the temperance mea mistaken.  Wosay, howover, that the reform
w0 advecate is of more imporiance to tho pevple, znd more con.
Qucavc to their swelfare and hap.i ess, then gny other question, |,
or all the other gucshop vrhich com be. .ie ated, except that.sin.
gIo one of our personal relations to our Creglor and the etonal,
warld.  Great numb r<, h weyer, think we aro mistaken, If,
gay they, the temperznce men we e correct, would - of the wise;|
men and tho educated men j in them with all thesy powar1 2 Asf
they do not, the infgrenco is that the temparange men are misa .
taken. No! They hava not juined us. Tho great and influ-
ential have etaod aloof, but the infergnee ia.not that wo are wrong,
but that they aro reereant, to their daty, their country and thet
God.  But, perhapr, wo ought not to be too savcre : thero are
men who are conge~vativo by natursand habit—who shun min-
glmg in the conlcst,and bcaxme opposlng the iaterosts or prac- |,
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ticos of bnd moa,© Tbey aro for going alowly. -and. cautiously,
tominding ‘me of sSmatiing amuricg which I il tofl-you of.
Some time PO, in theroity of Portland, before the Maine Law
had becn enacicd, we had a meeting almost a9 large as this, and
efforts wers made to:tfr. up the psople to refuse the uso of intoxis
cating liguors, Tho ficst specch was mado by a vonerable clergy
fan, the represcntativo of tho progressive school. Whilst ho
warmly pressod on the people his arguments for action, every
body. could aee from the, guimatipn of their-feces, that he had
their' aympathics The next was a member of tho conservative
School—also a oloergyman—but taution and moderatlon wero tho
burden of »is story. He was as sincere as the firet ; but-the people
viero niot with him—you could aee it-in their down-cast eyea. At
last, to illustrate his idea, he said to them—How often is it you
sce a waggon with a team of oxen, toiling pamnfully up the steop
aseent of some hill, till at length they reach ths top and prepare to
descend.  Tho driver then takes off a pasr of the oxon from the
thil, and yokes them on bohind ;. sathat by applying their heavy
onergy in the momentum of tho vebicle, they may keop it from
rushiug too fast dows the declivity. Which pair of ozen in such
case i3 inost useful, said the speaker ~that which draws the wagon
forward, shete it would.go by itsclf, or that which prevents it
from hastily going to destruction? Why, of course, it must bo
tha pair which is what we Yankecs call tailing down. When
ho had done, tho other clergyman started yp :—*¢ Ah, yes” said
he, ¢ that is all vory well ; but with this Joad of ours, we have
alwaya got a dead pull up hill, and don’t want any one tailing
down.” HIlost useful roforms, and ideas of progress, have at
first met with hostility. When a phdosopher first asnvunced
that tho sun was the centre of our system, and that the rest of the
planetary bodies, including the earth, muved round it, you recol~
lect how the wise and good men of that day compelled him, on
bis kn:es, and with is right hand upon the open bible, to retract
whet he'had said—to deny what he knew wag the truth.  Yet on
rsing fram tho earth, * 1t dues mave, nevertheless,” was his whise
pored exclamation to his friend. So when another plulusopher
discuvered the method of ereating & vacaum, by exhausting the
air, ho was compailed to deny that any vagaum could exist, for
God, it was raid, abhors a vacoum, I waa iately reading an Eng.
lish bo k of muc . inerest to me, describiug tho commencement
of the V'nglish rafiroad botween Li.orpool and Menchester, A
great array of wisdom and wealth was brought to the cyneideras
tion of that project, and a Commutice of the Legnslaluae was ap.
pointed to hoar evidenco upon it, bofors which Comnittee there
was brought the first Civil Engincer in the country. He told thg
Commitlec that if a railroad were constructed, he believed a train
might Yo driven upon it at the rate of oight miles an hour, and
perhaps, he added, of twolve miles.  Ho wes-ashrewd man, who
underetood human nature as well as tho naters of stoam engincs.
and when hosaw the surprise of.the Committes at thie stztement,
he hesitated, and then retragted the twelve miles. sn. hour, and
said on consideratin he should say eight myles .would bo
a safo rate of goeed, When the subject. came up. in the
"Houss of Commons, the Chairman of the Commities. aljudedt to
this cnrcums!uncc—thp,gpgmegr, ho said, had,at first stated twelve
'miles an hour as the probable spoed of ths trains ; but this he had
been pradent enough (o retract, zad heg added, that if he had been
xmpmd&nt enough to inelst upon tw;)vo miles, the Caommittes
"would have reported against the whole project as tho schemo of
a mxdman. Soitis with eyery project of advanqnment in, tho
‘world, It s met with sheers of incredulity, and the men who
‘bring it forward are mgmatlzcd as  enthusiasis—~as meh of ong
;idea whq cannot barelied-on, Idfluential gentlemen, educated
‘gentlemen, denounce, usas fanatical, as.mon of onedided. Well,
in somaeense.wo admil it.  Wa have ons idea, for our only. obe
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