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auything to lower, ]et us do everything to elevate it to its scriptural
cliaracter and importance. Let men of gravity, of veracity, of sobriety,
of conscientiousness, as the seriptures expressly require, be chosen and
ordained to this office: and let such be directed to undertake and
prosecute its duties, in humble dependance on divine grace, and en-
couraged by the prospect of a great reward. For, let them remeniber
the words of soripture,-" 'They that have used the office of a deacon
welI, purchase to theniselves a good degree, and great boldness in the
faith which is in Christ Jesus."

(Tob1e continued.)

THE THREE WITNESSES TO JESUS CHRIST.
Our English Bible is a noble 'work; it is alike wonderful for its

simplicity, and its accuracy. Sacred philology and criticism, have made
great progress since it first appeared, and yet this Book of God, lu
the old Saxon tongue, stands an unparalleled, copy of the divine
original. The advance of lèarning in the course of these past centu-
ries bas no doubt thrown much additional light on the inspired
volume, and discovered some mistakes in oui' «English version, as well
as passages where the translation might be improved ; but our Englisli
Bible throughout is marvellous for the fldelity and force with which
it rendors the Holy Scriptures into our vernacular tonguc It la
affectation alone, or something worse, that can prompt a preacher in
the pulpit to be ever finding fhult wîth this noble translation, and to
be ever proposing instead, renderings of bis own, culled perhaps from
bis Lexicon the day before. In most cases lt is a mere shade of diu-
ference in the meaning that is brought ont, even when the alteration.
is an improvement, and this can usually be done with sufficient
clearness, lu the course of exposition or illustration of a text, with-
ont the parade of a formai, emendation of the translation. We must
not be understood by these reinarks, to condemn ail criticism of our
Einglish version of the Bible, we only maintain that true criticism bas
here comparativoly littie fault to find, and when it bas room for
exorcise it is ail the more likoly to receive a candid hearing when. it
is known to speak in a reverend spirit for the Iloly Book.

It is with this spirit of profound veneration for our English Bible
that we proceed hore to offer a few observations on a passage in it,
containing a not unimportant difference from the original text. Iù
lies in the sequel of the words of the Apostie John respecting 1'the
Coming One,-" to which, we have directod attention in a former paper.*
It 'reads thus, "For there are three that; bear record in Ileaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and. these three are one; and
there are three that bear witness on earth, the spirit, the water, and
the blood, and these three agree in one." 1 John V., 7, S.

There is perhaps no passage of the New Testament, whose genuine-
neas bas occasioned more discussion arnong crities than this, on
account of its bearing on the doctrine of the Trinity. But no good,
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