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of some suitable sphere in which its new-
born energy may be exerted. I{ we would
take advantage of the latent epergy which
the Christian life creates, ard if we would
develope that life to the production of its
proper fruits, we must establich rome organ-
1zation in our congregations which will give &
sphere and supply an incentive to Christian
energy. The consideration of the nature ot
an organization such as will accon plish these
objects, I shall now sttempt. 1 assume that
we bave nct in our Prestyterian congrega-
tions apy generaily recognized and estab-
liched organization such as I refer to. The
Kirk-Session is the recognized court baving
the superintendence of spiritual worshbip and
work in the congregation. But it is gener-
ally comr posed of a emall number of Christisn
men of mwature age and experience, and it
does not necessarily imply any organization
involving agents outride of its own members.
The Kirk Session might properly form a part
of an organization such as rhould be estab-
lished; tut ip iteelf it is not suflicient to
meet all the requirements of the case. Pro-
visicn sbould be made for employing the
eflorts and callirg forth the Christian ener-
gies of every member of the congregation, so
that, 1f any one withes to fird anything to
do in tke service of the Lord, a sphere of
eflort will be open. 1 shall pow enquire
what sre the diflerent depariments of Chris-
tian life and work to be provided for.

1. As the foundation of the life of the con-
gregation, there should be laid a basis of
Christien knowledge. It may te esid thst
this is already provided for in the yulpit, the
Sundsy-echeol, and the weekly prayer meet-
ipg. Undcubtedly these s1e gccd 5 far a8
they go. For tkose who attend the church
regularly srd who study their Bibles rystem-
atically at hcee, the public rexrvices of reli-
gion sy be sufficient. Eut theie sre s
great wany who do not attend the church
regularly; and a great mwany whbo do not
study their Bibles eyeterratically; and, in
fact, alarge number of families who are scsr-
cely ever seen in the church, snd wkose mem-
bers scarcely ever ojen a Bitle at all. Prac-
tically they are dead, as far as the religious
Iife is concerned. Yet they sre adhberents
of the ‘opgregaticn ; snd, it rot, efforts
sbould te made to brirg them into relaticn
with the lite of the Ckristian kingdem. To
do this a basia of Chiistian kpowledge must
be lgid. Ard even in the care of those whe
are regular in their attendance at the services
of the church, it is desirsble that there skoud
be a more tocial, infermal study of God's
truth thin is met with in the cburch. ]
would propoee, therefore, that ihere should
be held Dcmettic Bible-Readings in different
districts of the copgregation. Tkey should

be held in homes centrally situated, so that
a few familice from the neighbourhoed could
assemble. After a little friendly intercourse
of a general kind, a porticn of Scripture
should be studied in a conveitaticnal way, so
as, if possible, to give every one present an
opportunity of taking part. Devotional ex-
ercices ehould Le ehort,and taken psrt in by
memlers of the congregation preesent. Spe-
cial «florts should be made to secure the
presence of any families in the neighborbocd
who are not regular in their attepdance at the
church, cr who do not go at all. Ard the
exercises should be ade of a nature to in
terest every one present, especially the
young. By baving a Domestic Bible-Reading
every week in a different district of the con-
gregation, it might ressorably be expected
that families which ncw take little interest
in religious things would be brcught to take
mwore. The pastor would get to know the
epiritual conditicn of his flock, and the peo-

le would know one another. And it might
{)9 toped that this would be an importsnt
meens of turning many who can scarcely be
reached fiom the pulpit at all ficm dumkness
to light. When thought desirable, there
might be an agency ip this ccrnection for
the distribution of tracts or other religious
literature ; and efforts thculd te made to
get all the children to ccme to the Sabbath-
school.

2. Provision thould aleo be made for agree-
able social intercourse. it is important thas
the nembers of the corgregation ehould be
uj on friendly terme wiih ore anotber, snd
tkould have opyortunities of meeting in a
ylessant, informal marver. To accemplish
this, copgregaticnel tocials might be held,
say, opce a month, either in some private
house or in a Sunday echcol ball; or other
tuitable place. A jublic #nnour cement
thould he a sifficient invitation to these
sociale, it Leing understccd tlat every one
thould be expected toattend. Cornversation,
readingr, mwusic, snd eo fo1'b, might foxm the
entertainment of the evering, and 1ef1esh-
ments, if ey, tbould be Jight. The evenirg
thould te closed with devoticnel exerciees.
An occaricnal cencert or lecture weuld terve
tovary the chaiacter of these rociul meetings.

3. 1t has alwnays teen considered that an
important fruit of the ( brietisn life is piacti-
cal beneficence. Tke giving of sesictance to
the sick or p.ccr was opne 1 1he leadirg char-
acteristics of the early church; e¢nd it wae
taid of cor Saviour, 1that “Be went stcut
doing gcod.” Thore who imbite tle spirit of
Cbrist will aleo be markcd by this feature of

i His character, and will strive, as they bhave

opportunity, to brighten and recder beppier
the lives ol their fellow men. Every congre-
gation thculd, therefore, ece that § 16vision ie



