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they exceed forty thousand persons, and even in the existence
of that number we will not rcadily beliove unless a census of the
varions counties be exinbited.  Catholies are computed at one
fii*h, and this even by their friends, for 1t has long been tho po-
licy or the fashion to dimmisk their numbers and decry their
wfluence, We are convinced that they are much nearer te one
third than to one fifth of the entire population, because we es-
umate thewr round numbers in Nova Scotia and Capo Breton
at something about minety thcusand. We certainly never
he'rd them reckoned less than eighty five thousand. No
religious denomination in the Province is st all so numerous.
‘The aame can be said of the United Kingdom ; for in England,
Irelaud, and Scotland there are about eleven millions of Catho-
lics, a number of which no other denommation can,boast, and
which, thank God, is increasing every day ¢y the conversions
of the most learned, seriously religious aud tespectable mem-
bers of the various Protestant sects.

In placing before our readers the monopoly enjoyed by the
Church of England, we are influenced by no motive of jealousy
or i}l will.  We covet nothing exclusively for ourselves, We
want nothing from which our fellow christians and fellow sub-
ject3 are to be shut ont. The Church of England ought to
command our religious sympathies, for she is a child of Catho-
Heity—erring, disobedient and ungrateful it is true, but &till a
child, and bearing some points of resemblance to the venerable
parent whom in an evil hour she abandoned, and from whom
she derives any respectability that is still left her. We would,
through pure affection, take away from the English Charch all
that savoursof mammon and state patronage,those rotten crutch-
es upon which she leans for support in her tottering weakness,
because we think this wandering child wvould soon find her way
back again to her mother’s house. Whilst the Prodigal feasted
Tuxuriously he never thought of the happy home he had quitted;
it was only when he was reduced to the husks of swine that he
bethonght of returning to his affectionate Father :—

« Mamifestly unjust and unfair as this is, the people of this
eountry not kelonging to the stablished Church of England
?avedbcen subject to 1t ever since the Goverament was ecstab-

1shed. “

Yes, my 1ellow countrymen, ever since our Country has had
a Legislature, or a Government, now for nearly one hundred
vears, the Church of England has been the recipient of privi-
leges, advantages, and pecuniary and other emoluments, which
have been withheld from the others. Privileges, advantages
und emoluments, which are as unjust to be withheld from the
four-fifths—comprehending the Catholics, and all the dissenting
sects of Protestants-—as the gift of them is to the Church of
Lngland.

1 am convinced that dissenters genexally are not aware of the
extent to which this wrong has been, and continues to be, prac-
ticed amongst us, otherwise they could not have so quietly sub-
mitted to it, for such a length of time. Such is the.cake, how-
ever, and the enactment recorded on our statute “book proves it
beyound the possibility of a doubt. .

The following are some of the causes of which w3 have a
right to complain—and to submit to them any longer ~ould be
a scandal to ourselves and our children.

1st. Laws in their favour that enable them to tax their own
people for Church rates, and to recover the same before the ci-
vil magistrate—which right no other sect possesses.

ond. The right by Jaw to tax_Catholics, Protestant Dissen-
tors, and all others, whomay be living secluded from the Church
to which thiey belong—and where there is no wminister of tbeir
: owa to whom they contribute support.

3rd Keeping n thewr uwa haads, and subjegling to their con-
ooy apwards of 130,700 acres of land, grauted for the purpose

178)

of general education,—and 1n many cascs drawing large sums

of monei" for rents of portions of the same.

4th. The enjoyment of Targe and valuable portions of land
i every part of the Provinee, granted 1o their church for
Glebes. T

5th. Tho priviloge of charging buiiul fees, in Hlalifax and
elsewhere. .

6th. Tho perpstual grant of £444 annually to Kings College,
at Windsor,—which they have now received out of the publie
chest for a great number of years.

7th. A perpetual grant of £187 10s to their Grammer School
ln Halifax,~which they have uiso enjoyed since an early peri-
od of the Settlement of the Country. + ~

8th. The enjoyment of extensive grants of land for the use of
their College ~ They have one tract in the County of Sydney
alone containing 10,000 acres.

9th. Being conatituted by Jaw ** The established Church of
the Province.””

10th. Their Bishop occupying a seat in the Legislative Coun-
cil, in his capacity as Head of their Church, where he is on the
spot, to advocate the exclusive rights of his sect, and has an cf-
fectual opportunity ot defending all their abuses.

11th. Their Bishop being in the Legislature, and, as head of
their church, having free access at Governmert House, has en-
abled him to secure for those of his sect more than the amount
of Government patronage which their numbers entitle them to—
until very lately Cliurchmen monopolized vearlyall the Govern-
ment patronage.

The above are some of the advantages enjoyed by tnat sect,
which are withheld from all others.  Why should it be so?
This question is asked by all those not of the favoured sects,—
hy every npright, cunscientions man,—and by every sincere
christian belonging to the establishment itaelf.”

IRISH RELIEF ASSOCIATION.

The Monthly Meeting of this Association, was held in St.
Mary’s Parochial School Room, on Monday Evenlng—His
Lordship, the Right Rev. Dr. Wawsx, in the choir. On as
suming the Chair, his Lordship briefly addressed the Associ-
ation, as to the duty and obligations of members, suggesting, as
a difference of opinion was known to exist in reference to the
disposal of the funds, the cousideration of the question—whe-
ther the amount on hand, with the receipts of the Evening
should be forwarded by the next Packet—retained for a month,
till further information as to the progress or decrease of the
distress at Home, wasreceived—or expended,in relieving,as cir-
cumstances might require, the disttessed emigrants, thrown
upon our shores.  His Lordship alluded to a meeting held on
a previous evening, suggestive of encouragement for the poor
emigrant, got up by the Committee—the minutes of which
were to be presented to the Association for approval, and
confirmation. He s4id it was their duty to extend the hand of
christian charity to those poor emigrants now thrown amng
them.—They were their brothexs—Natives of the same soif—
'sfembers of the same faith—and entitled to their sympathy and
aid. '

Several sums of money received during the month by col-
lectors were now k- .Jed in, which, with the collections of ihe
evening, amounted to ahout £55 163 [1d—making the whole
sum now in hand .£120 2s. 9d. “

The Rt. Rev. Chairman again aliudd to the disposal of the
funds, and suggested that if it was decided not to iransmit these
at present, the commitice should be entrusted with a discre-
tionary power to expend a part, or the whole, as-occasion may
require, in relioving the distressed among those emigrants now
arrived, or who may aprive.  Sunib oppusition wes given to ths




