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THE COMMERCIAL.

to the American wheat producer, Theso reports
aro to the effect that the inhatitants of India,
who live o a pint of rico a day to each man,
are to engage largely in wheat preduction, that
they will export the entice crop raised, and that
systoms of railroads gridivoning the Indian pen

wsulars will trausport thus s heat to the Innan
seaports, whonce it can be shipped to Lurope
and sold in Liverpool for less than American
wheat is worth in Dakota. The propusition is
so startling that it has attracted universalatten

tion, and for somoe weeks it has had a tangible
cffect on the grain market of the West, if not of
the world.

There is no reason to suppose that these rve.
ports contoin more than a grain of truth, and
there are many reasons for supposing that they
possess no truth whatever. It is inconceivable
that a land which is swept and devastated by
periodical famines should become the granary of
the world. But a few yearsago uncounted mil
lious of the people of India died of starvation,
and the relief which was sent to the suvivors
almont exhausted the charities of civilized man
kind for an entire year. ‘The farmers of Illimos,
Wisconsin, Jowa, Minnesota and Dakota, and of
the far Saskatchewan Valley, may smile in de
rision at the cfforts of the hulf-naked and il-fed
natives of Indis, in the best of times to become
serious rivels in producing the staple crop which
requires ntelligenee, indust y awld capital fur
its successful cultivation. Thata low caste and
yellow native of India can compete witha West.
ern farmer in the production of wheat is impos-
sible.

A few million bushels of wheat have been pro-
duced within a year or two in India; the amount
is much great.r than ever before raised on that
part of the earth’s surface for cxport. During
our late civil war, also, cotton was raised in con.
siderable quantities in Indw and Egypt, and
flattering veports were published assuring the
manufacturing world that America, as a cotton-
producing country, was alveady ¢ played out,”

" and that the Fast would furnish all the cotton

which the human race might require. Nobody
now talks of the cotton of Egypt or India.

% is possible that speculators and coutractors
may build railvoads from the East Indin seaports
through the junglesto the platcaus,where wheat
might be cultivated with some success byan en-
terprising race of men. But it may be safely
said that they will never carry wheat enough to
the scaports to pay for their construction. The
nomadic hordes who occupy the clevated plains
of Upper India will never become wheat grow-
crs so long as they have mare’s milk to drink
aud kid’s flesh to cat.  That the broad and fur
tile plains of India,already more thickly popu.
lated than any other pavt of the world, except
Belgium and China, shonld produce wheat for
exportation to Europe is not in the nature of
things.

There has been havdly cnough, or no more
thiu enough, food raised in India for the last
3,000 ycais to feed the people, to say nothing of
raising enough to feed Europe.  The productive
capacity of the country has reached its limit
and cannot be increased.

There is no instance in history where the coo-
lie vace have become producers of anything for
the geaeral use of mankind, oxcept teaand somo

few articles of luxury. They are lazy and im-
provident, and dv not accumulate property, and
do not possess in their mjnds any of the incen-
tives which mke the Pnropean races great
growus and shippers of the avticles of cummerce
and industry. Cotton iaised by negro labor is
nut an oxceptivn to this statement Jof fact, for
while it is cultivated by the manuval labor of
negroes, the thrift, energy and sagacity of white
men control the labor by which it is produced.
It is possibie that, in some distant future, grea’
wheat plantations, owned and managed by
European white men, may exist in India, and
may help to supply the world’s markets. But
theie is no immediate prospect of anything of
the kind. -Jousnal, Chicago.
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General Notes.

IT is veported that the (ico. T. Smith Middl.
ings Puritier Co. soon will commence an action
agunst Messrs, W. & J. G. Greey, of Toronto,
Canada, forinfringement of their patents on cen-
trifugal reels.

Sik JayMes Calrp, who 13 regavded as an
anthority on the production of wheat in India,
has 1ecently been called before the Indian Rail.
way Committee of Great Britain, now sitting in
Loudon, and testified as follows: ** I am uot so
sanguine about Indian wheat 2z many people
are 3 the population of India is growing that in
two years it will requure all of the wheat now
eaported, unless there 13 a much larger produc-
tion than at present. No doubt but that dur.
ing the last two years the export of wheat had
made great progress, but this was due to the
cxceptional scasons which had occurred.” As
to the increase of production from improved
agriculture, he said that wounld depend on the
price of wheat, the temptation offered to the
Indian grower to cultivate it. There are large
tracts in India capable of growing wheat, but
he did not think the cultivation would be
greatly extended unless the price became rem-
nerative.

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE.

J. H. Doherty is having his old stand fitted
up in good shape and will start business soon.

The building lately purchased by Thomas
Ryan, of Winnipeg, has been removed to his lot
north of the Ontario Bauk.

A. Morrison, butcher, Main sticet, is opening
a Lranch store in thestand formery occupied by
Mr. Craddock on tiic Avenue.

The Marquette mills closed for the scason
yesterday. Mur, Pratt says that it will pay him
Letter to sell his grain than grind it at the pres-
ent prices.

Considerable grain is being marketed at pres-
ent. Farmers are taking advantage of the good
roadsand the satisfactory prices, which are 90c
for No. 1 hard wheat, and 20 to 22¢ for oats.

The M.&N.W. Co. are having their Jands
valued by Mr. Thomas McNutt, who is engaged
in tho work in the vicinity of Minnedosa. The
Company owns a large amount of first-class
land,

ENCOURAGE HOME INDUSTRV. THOMAS G.
Fruxrox, Mannfacturer of Cholce Havanna Cigan. Al
onders promptly filled. 361 Maln Stroot, opposito Dun
doe Block, \Winnipeg.

The Bell Telephone Co., of Canada.

Axow, Rourrtios, Presidents C. F. Sisg, Vieo President
C. ', SCLATRR, Sccretary-Treagurcer.

This Cumpany, which owns the Telephono Patents in
Canada of Boll, Blake, Edison, Phelphy, Gray and others
will furntxh instruments ot ditferent styles, and applicablo
to a varicty of uses 1t will arrango to connect places not
having telegraphic facilitios with the nearest telegmph
office, ur st wall build private Baes for indisiduals or firme
connecting thelr different places of business or resldenco,

Tnis comtany s also prepared to manufacture Tele.
graph and Electrical Instruments, Elvctro-Medical ap.
paratus, Fire Alarm apparatus, Magnets for Mills, Elece
tric Uas highting apparatus, Burglar alarms, Hotel and
Housy Aununciators, Elcctrie  Call.Bells, &c.  Any
furthicr information relating hereto can bo obtamed from
the Company,

NO. 12 HOSPITAL STREET, MONTREAL,
OR YROM

MR, F. G. WALSH AGENT, WINNIPEG.

N.Be=All persons using Tclc}nhoncs not liccnsed by
this Company are hereby respectiully notificd that they
aro tiable to prosccution and fordamages for infringement
and will be prosccuted to the tull eatent of the law.
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Manufacturers oT
BISCUIT--every varicty, Brooms,
Coffee & Spices. Sclf-Raising Flour,

The Trade only supplicd, and on ULeat terns.  Seud for

Price List. .
WwWoons, OVENS & CO.,
Factory and Office—=Corncer Higzins, Fonseca ana Argyle
Streets, Winnlpey,
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W.D.GRAY’S

(Ot Milwaukee, Wis.),
PATENT NOISELESS

JLLER MILLS

As used in the system of milling by

GRADUAL REDUCTION.

Manufactured exclusively in Canada by

MILLER BROS. & MITCHELL,
Machinists and Millrights,
MOXNTREAL



